E R M I N A;. 
O R, 
THE FAIR RECLUSE. 
ANG LL 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS . 
Br a LADY, © 
: T wo VOLUMES. 


A NEW EDITION, 


LONDON: 
Printed for W. PAYN E, Pater-Nofter- Row. 


— OC — 


MDCCLXXXIZX. 


- - 


* 


E R MIN A, Kc. 


LETTER I. 


SIR WM. PEMBROKE TO E. WORTHY, ESQ. 
| L— = Caſth. 

OU defire me, my deareſt 

friend, to be very particular 

in giving you an account of 


my. viſit in Devonſhire; and you 
are ſenſible of the ſtri obedience I 
always pay to your commands, 

But 1 am afraid, Ned, the eter- 
nal inſipidneſs of my letter will 
make you heartily wiſh you had 
not been of ſuch an inquiſitive diſ- 
poſition. You know my communi- 
cative temper will not ſuffer me to 
hide any thing from my boſom 

Vor.1I. B friend ; 
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friend; therefore you muſt expect 
to be teazed with a whole ſeries of 
trifling incidents, which, to a per- 
ſon of your philoſophical turn, can- 


not fail being a great mortification. 


Il think you never was at the ſeat 
of my worthy friend Lord M—. It 
will not be amiſs to give you a de- 
ſcription of that noble manſion. — 


The houſe is ſituated on the moſt de- 


Iightful eminence, and commands 
a very extenſive proſpect. It is 
environed by a thick wood of ſpread- 
ing oaks and ſtately poplars, which 
form an impenetrable gloom, and 
render that charming receſs con- 
ſpicuous to the noon-tide ſun.“— 
Behind the houſe is a delightful lit- 


tle ſpot, which my friend calls the 


Garden of Eden.—And indeed the 
name is very well adapted to the 
place. Fancy cannot conceive a 


more romantic, pleaſing ſcene.ä—It 


is planted with tufts of odoriferous 
flowers, 


— 
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flowers, whoſe fragrance perfumes 
the air.— The orange-trees, which 
are no in full bloom, ſtand ranged 
in two ſemi-circles at the bottom of 
a verdant mount, from which you 
may have a fine view of the park, 
and the adjacent villages; and at 
the ſame time of a fine ſerpentine 
river, over which is built an elegant 
Chineſe bridge. In the midſſ f the 
garden is an old thatched Püilding. 
which, at firſt ſight, you would 
imagine was a barn.— But out au 
contraire, I aſſure you, —this rural 
place is dedicated to diverſion.—In 
the evening you would be preſented 
with as fine a company of ladies as 
you could even wiſh to find at Al- 
mack's or Cornelys's.— There is at 
this time a great deal of company at 


Lord M——'s; ſome fine girls, up- 
on my ſoul, Ned. — And as I am, 


without vanity, by far the clevereſt 
B 2 fellow 
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fellow aniong them, I cannot fail to 


pick up ſome diverſion. 


My father, you know, is very 
deſirous of an alliance with this wor- 
thy family, and takes every opportu- 
nity of launching out into the great- 
eſt eneomiums on the beauty and me- 
rit of my friend's two ſiſters, Lady 


I muſt acknowledge they have 
charms; but there is ſuch an affect- 
ed levity in the behaviour of the 
eldeſt, that forbids me ever to think 
of her as a wife. 'Thole ladies are 


_ miſtaken, Ned, if they imagine that 


the art of pleaſii conſiſts in a thou- 
ſand little extravagancies, and a to- 
tal inattention to every thing that 
is ſerious. 

The ſprightly airs of a girl of 
fifteen would appear ridiculous in 


the miſtreſs of a family. My wife 


* ever I Ty? muſt no tonly be 
| virtuous, 


than, 4 
: * 
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tuous, but avoid the appearance . 
evil. 2 

40 Though all is innocence within, 

« *Tis guilt to wear the garb of ſin.“ 

[ believe I am not altogether in- 
different in the eyes of this lively 
girl. - But ſhe is ſo much of the co- 
quet, that Iam reſolved not to think 
of her.---Lady Sophia, in my opi- 
nion, is by far the moſt agreeable.--- 
She poſſeſſes all the beauty of her 
ſiſter, without any of that affec- 
tation---(which caſts a deformity on 
the moſt lovely face)---But there is 
a certain languor in her countenance, 
which I am totally unable to account 
for.—-It is true, ſhe received all my 
little douceurs with affability and 
{weetneſs.-----But her behaviour, 
though ſtrictly polite, is accompanied 
with a particular reſerve, the cauſe 
of which I cannot divine. | 

[ have obſerved that Lady Char- 
lotte (notwithſtanding all her affect- 

B 3 ed 
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ed pride) is very much piqued at my 
partiality for her ſiſter; and ſince 
ſhe has made this important difco- 
very, treats me with an unparalleled 
diſdain.---I am reſolved, Ned, to 
mortify this haughty beauty, by 
redoubling my aſſiduities to her ſiſ- 
ter; and, if poſhble, by treating her 
with neglect, overcome a temper 
that cannot fail to render her deſpi- 
ſed. For, tho' I do not love her, 
my friendſhip for her brother will 
not ſuffer me to behold this ridi- 
culous folly without ſome concern. 
We had laſt night a large party at 
brag. Lady Sophia has a great a- 
verſion togaming, and declined play- 
ing; but, in complaiſance to the 
company, ſhe attended them to the 
Hermitage, and amuſed herſelf in 
ſketching out the pattern of a draw- 
ing-bag, which ſhe intended work - 
ing upon white.ſattin.---You are not 


unacquainted, Ned, with my taſte 
4 for 
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for drawing. After playing about 
half an hour, I left the card-table, 
and withdrew to the window where 
Lady Sophia was ſeated. The ami- 
able girl begged ſhe might not take 
me from the cards; and added, that 
though ſhe was an enemy to them 
| herſelf, ſhe ſhould be ſorry to de- 
prive others of the amuſement. 

* Your company, Madam,“ (re- 
plied I) © is far more agreeable than 
the amuſement which I have 
* quitted.---Gaming is far from be- 
ing a pleaſure to me; and when- 
« ever I play, it is more out of com- 
&« plaiſance to the reſt of the com- 
pany, than the hopes of obtaining 


“any ſatisfaction from this faſhion- 


« able diverſion.” _ 

« I am very glad, Sir William, 
«to find a — . who has adopted 
the ſame ſentiments: as myſelf. 
*The faculty of ſpeech was given 
« us to communicate our ideas, and 
- B 4 our 
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our diſcoveries in knowledge; but 


«* this faculty is by the gameſter 
** reſtricted only to the purpoſe of 


* communicating how ſuch a trick 


* was loſt, or how it might have 


been won.----Gaming is produc- 


« tive of every fault that can threat- 


« en our domeſtic happineſs; and is 


“ no leſs pernicious to the peace of 


„ our minds than to the ſafety of 


t gur virtue.“ 
* cannot, dear Lady Sophia, 


+ ſufficiently applaud the greatneſs 


« of your ſentiments.---W hat pity 
t it is the generality of your ſex 


are not actuated by the ſame no- 


& ble principles!--And were the la- 
te dies but to diſcern the difference 
e between the face of a gameſter 


and that of a lady who never fre- 


e quented their nocturnal meetings, 


« ] think they would be ready to 


“ forſwear ever touching a card. 


6 The vivid oo which plays 8 | 
* the 
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&* the face of beauty, and caſts a 
« Juſtre on every feature, is dimmed 
&« by that attention which is neceſ- 
e fary to preſerve the name of a good 
« player. The harmony of the fe- 
“ male voice is too often made diſ- 
„ ſonant by the peeviſhneſs occa- 
&« ſioned by a loſs; and the late hours 
© which are generally kept by theſe 
« female gameſters, is more deſtruc- 
« tive to beauty than a fever or 
* conſumption.” 

Juſt then Lady Charlotte joined 
us. But obſerving us to look ra- 
ther ſerious, exclaimed with an 
ironical ſneer, I beg, good folks, 
„ may not be an intruſion: your 
* company is too grave for me.“ In 
ſaying this, ſhe tripped back to the 
card-table, and left us at liberty to 
purſue our converſation. But our 
topic now turned upon drawing. I 
obſerved to Lady Sophia, that 'the 
pattern ſhe was ſketching out was 


B 5 very 
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very pretty; and complimented her 
greatly on her taſte. She received 


my compliments with her uſual affa- 


bility; and, by way of turning the 
diſcourſe, aſked me to favour her 
with aſong. I complied, and I be- 
lieve with no bad grace. Soon af- 
ter the-company broke up, and we 
left our ruſtic retreat. 

And now, Ned, let me open my 
whole heart to you. I wiſh my fa- 
ther had not ſet his heart upon 
marrying me: for I really do not 


find the leaſt inclination to matri- 


mony. Lady Sophia is an amiable 
woman : but the long intimacy that 


{+ has beer in our families, makes me 
3, look upon her as a ſiſter. I entertain 


the hipheſt opinion of her virtue, 
and can love her with all the friend- 
ſhip of a brother; but my heart has 
no intereſt in this affair, N 
Had I any other connexions, I 


might then come off with honour. 


But 
© 4 
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But as I am perfectly diſengaged, 
what excuſe can I make to my fa- 
ther? I have ſome ſecret hopes that 
the heart of my fair friend is already 
engaged. Do not you think, Ned, 
that I am an unaccountable fellow? 
but our affections are not always in 
our own. power. I would not for 
the world beſtow my hand where 
my heart did not at the ſame time 
offer itfelf a voluntary facrifice. I 
have a very great reſpect for the 
whole ſex; but have not yet ſeen 
the woman I ſhould chooſe to marry. 
You will perhaps aſk me what ſort 
of a girl it is that would be able to 
make an impreſſion on my obdurate 
heart? Why, faith, Ned, I can 
hardly tell thee. She muſt be ſome- 
thing more than woman. A plea- 
ſing form- will not make any im- 
preſſion on the heart of your friend, 
unleſs blended with every virtue 
that can poſſibly be found. in the ſex. 
B 6 I would 
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I would not have the leaſt tincture 
of vanity invade the breaſt of her I 
loved : for vanity, if indulged, is 
ſure to lead us into error. The 
girl of my heart muſt be one, 
« Whoſe ſimple thoughts, devoid of art, 
« Are all the natives of her heart, 
% From pride and affectation free; 
« Such be the maid that's form'd for me.“ 
But by this I think your patience 
muſt be almoſt exhauſted; ſo with- 
out any further ceremony will ſub- 
ſeribe myſelf | 
Your unalterable friend, 
W. PEMBROKE. 


LETTER II. 
LADY SOPHIA M—— TO Miss 
DELIA PIGGOT, 


| Len Coſt. 
" A CCEPT, my deareſt Delia, the 


ſincereſt congratulations of an 


abſent friend, after an abſence of al- 
| moſt 


ven $ 


THE FAIR RECLUSE., 13 


moſt ſeven months. Alas! my dear, 
how diſmally did I paſs the time 
while you was abſent! The gaiety 
of my ſiſter's temper renders her a 
very indifferent companion for one 
who is not of as volatile a diſpoſi- 
tion as herſelf; and the air of con- 
tempt with which ſhe treats every 
thing that is ſerious, prevented me 
from acquainting her with my af- 
fairs. How often did I long to un- 
boſom myſelf; but the fear of being 
laughed at by the lively girl, forbad 
me to make her my confident. Oh, 
my Delia! how anxiouſly did I wiſh 
for your return, that T might pour 
forth all the ſecrets of my ſoul! But 
the bad ſtate of health that your 
mamma labours under, made me al- 
molt deſpair ſeeing you in England 
before the latter end of the ſummer. 
Do, my deareſt girl, let me have 
the pleaſure of your company, while 
we continue in Devonſhire, if the 
health 
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health of Mrs. Piggot will permit 
you to be abſent. Methinks I hear 
you exclaim, * But why, my dear 
„Sophia, do you all this time neg- 
* left to mention my brother?“ No 
neglect, I aſſure my deareſt friend. 
Captain Piggot 1s but too dear to me 
for my repoſe. I cannot think of 
him without feeling the moſt vio- 
lent emotions. I have not ſeen him 
but twice ſince we have been in thge 
country, and then it was unknown 
to my brother. How unhappy am 
I, to be thus obliged to carry on a 
clandeſtine acquaintance! But the 
inſufferable pride of Lord M I 
am convinced, was he to diſcover 
my paſſion for the Captain — would 
induce him to take every method to 
prevent our union. No brother ever 
loved his ſiſters more tenderly than 
Lord M : But he has imbibed 
| ſuch notions of family pride, that 
will not ſuffer him to give his _— 
ent 
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75 
ſent to our marrying, where there 
is not an equality of birth and for- 
tune. There is now on a viſit to 
my brother, Sir William Pembroke, 
a very amiable man. I believe Lord 
M would very gladly be related 
to him, and is continually enter- 
taining us with an account of his 
noble birth and immenſe fortune. 
He tells us, he ſhould be very happy 
in ſeeing one of us united to Sir 
William. You know, my dear, my 
father left my brother our guardian; 
and, on condition that we married 
with his conſent, we were each of 
us to receive thirty thouſand pounds 

on the day of marriage. 
Is not mine a perplexing ſitua- 
tion? It is impoſſible for me ever to 
marry with his conſent; and I can 
never think of accepting the hand 
of Captain Piggot, unlefs I could 
make him maſter of my fortune. I 
believe Charlotte will never be un- 
| der 
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der any uneaſineſs on that account; 
for her pride will not allow her to 
liſten to the addreſſes of any one 
whoſe birth is not derived from a 
coronet. But I have lately diſco- 
vered, that ſhe is not altogether ſo 
inſenſible to the charms of the male 
part of the creation as ſhe pretends. 
The particular reſpectful behaviour 
of Sir William to your. friend, has 
very much humbled her pride; and 

though ſhe affects not to obſerve 
his partiality for me, I can very 
plainly ſee ſhe is very much piqued 
at his neglect. Alas! ſhe looks upon 


me as a rival. Miſtaken girl! It 


would be injuſtice in me to deny the 
reſpect that is due to fo worthy a 
-man, but I have not a heart to dif- 
| Poſe of. Though I almoſt deſpair. 
ever being united to the man I love, 
nothing ſhall ever force me to ny 


my hand to another. |: 
71 The 
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« The ſun ſhall ceaſe to give its light, 
« The ſtars their orbits leave, 

« And fair creation fink in night, 
When I my dear deceive.” 


Oh! my Delia, was you but with 
me! I am quite impatient to ſee the 
fiſter of my heart. Tell me, m 
dear, do you ſtill remain untouch'd 
by the arrows of the little blind dei- 

ty? or, has your late tour to the 
ſouth of France inſpired my fair 
friend with more favourable ſenti- 
ments of that ſex, which ſhe uſed to 
took upon with ſo much indifference? 
But I am called to attend my bro- 
ther in his library. What can be the 
meaning of this ſummons? When! 
return, I will acquaint you with the 
iſſue of this extraordinary meſſage, 
Adieu. 

Ohl my friend, what ſhall I do? 
My brother---But I will give you 
our whole converſation, as it hap- 


pened. In obedience to his com- 
mands, 


— — — 
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mands, I waited on him in the li- 


brary. After ſhutting the door, he 


took hold of my hand, and led me 


to a chair, and placing himſelf by 


me, began in the following manner: 


“Nou know, my dear Sophia, 
« how much I intereſt myſelf in the 
ce happineſs of my ſiſters; and the 
« truſt which my father repoſed in 
* me, I hope I ſhall never prove 
«© myſelf unworthy of. You are not, 
„% my dear Sophia, ignorant of the 
„ manner in which he left the diſ- 
e poſal of your fortunes, but aſſure 
« yourſelf that I ſhall never take 
% any advantage; on the contrary, 


„ would much ſooner make an ad- 


dition to your fortune, than wiſh 
to hinder you from marrying ad- 


* vantageouſly. I have too great 
«an opinion of my ſiſter's judge- 


ment, to imagine you will ever 
« beſtow your affections on a perſon 


that is your inferior. You. know 


«the 
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„the friendſhip that has always 
t ſubſiſted between: Sir William 
„Pembroke and me, (his father is 
„ defirous of an alliance with our 
« family;) and Sir William is not 
t inſenſible to the charms of my 
„dear Sophia, That bluſh (con- 
e tinued he, tapping my cheek) 
e ſeems to tell me, you will have 
© no averſion to receiving his ad- 
© drefles; and I ſhall then have the 
“ happineſs of beſtowing my ſiſter 
on the moſt worthy man living.“ 
What anſwer does my Delia ex- 
pect I return'd to this long, but 
friendly, harangue? Why my dear, 
I continued in filence above half an 
hour; I really knew not what to re- 
ply : if I had refus'd to receive the 


_ addreſſes of Sir William, he would, 


without doubt, have inſiſted upon 
knowing the reaſon; and I could-not 
aſſume a ſufficient ſhare of fortitude, * 
to acquaint him with my oy 
or 
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for your brother. The perſon and 
character of Sir William are ſo un- 
exceptionable, that it was not in hu- 
man nature to form any excuſe, but 
that of being already engaged; and 
that I dare not mention. My bro- 
ther interpreted my ſilence as a com- 
pliance with his wiſhes; and calling 
me his obliging girl, embraced me 
in the moſt affectionate manner. 
Oh! my Delia, how diſtreſſing is 
my fituation! But Sir William is 
poſſeſſed of an uncommon ſhare of 
generoſity, and I am convinced 
would not wiſh to make any perſon 
unhappy. I will acquaint him with 
the true ſtate of my heart, and de- 
pend on his friendfhip to extricate 
me from my perplexing ſituation, 
No man of ſentiment and honour 
would wiſh to be united to a girl 
that has beſtowed her affections on 
another, let his love for her be ever 
ſo violent. What happineſs can he 


propoſe 
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propoſe to himſelf, where there is 
not an union of ſouls? No, I will 
unfold the ſecrets of my heart, and 
Ido not fear making him my friend. 
It is to a man of the moſt refined 
delicacy that I am going to unboſom 
myſelf, and can have nothing to 
dread. But, where am I rambling? 
I cannot with any propriety make 
this diſcovery till he has made an 
avowal of his paſſion. At preſent, 
the behaviour of Sir William has 
only been conſiſtent with good man- 
ners and politeneſs. Adieu, my 
deareſt friend. Write, write imme- 
diately, and tell me how you would 
have me act in this critical affair; 
and believe me to be, my deareſt 
Delia, Your ever ſincere, 
and affetionate friend, 
SOPHIA M. 


LETTER 


' ſue your own inclinations, all the 


avail but little. The long friendſhip 


LETTER III. 


MISS DELIA PIGGOT TO LADY . 


Chelſea. 


* O U deſire me, my deareft 
friend, to give you my advice: 
but oh! my Sophia, how hard is 
the taſk! My advice I can freely 
beſtow; but I am afraid it will not 
be ſo eaſy to perſuade you to follow 
it. While you are reſolved to pur- 


erſuaſions I am miſtreſs of will 


that has ſubſiſted between us, will 
not ſuffer me to ſee my deareſt So- 
phia give way to an inclination that 
muſt unavoidably be attended with 
the-moſt dreadful conſequences. No, 
my love, let me intreat you to think 
no more of my brother; you are 
worthy of a more noble lover. 


Charles 
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{Charles is poor in every thing but 
merit, and that will not compenſate 
for the loſs of your fortune. It will 
be needleſs to tell you, with what 
pleaſure I ſhould call my Sophia ſiſ- 
ter, if it was poſſible to do ſo with- 

out making her wretched. You 
muſt, my deareſt girl, endeavour 

to forget him. In an alliance with 
Sir William Pembroke, you will re- 
ceive every advantage. Your birth, 
your duty to your deceaſed father, 
nay every thing demands this facri- 
fice. While you avow your paſſion 
for my brother, you ſay that you 
are not inſenſible to the merit of Sir 
William, .and .cannot deny him to 
be worthy of your eſteem. You 

muſt, my dear friend, uſe your 
greateſt efforts to ripen this eſteem 
into love; the abſence of Charles, 
and the ſociety of Sir William, may 
in time help to baniſh the former 
from your heart. I know your bro- 
ther 
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ther will never be prevailed upon to 
give up his favourite ſcheme, eſpe- 
cially when he comes to. find that 
the object of your love is a perſon 
ſo much your inferior. What ac- 
count can you give him of the fa- 
mily of your lover? One that I am 
convinced will only raiſe a diſguſt, 
Methinks I now ſee Lord M 
ſtand looking on you, with a coun- 
tenance expreſſive of the greateſt 
diſpleaſure, while my deareſt Sophia 
is telling him, with all the extrava- 
gant raptures of a love- ſick girl, that 
the object of her paſſion is the bro- 
ther of Miſs Piggot, a young lady 
with whom ſhe contracted a friend- 
ſhip when at a boarding-ſchool. But 
of what family? (aſks your brother) 
and what anſwer can my Sophia 
return? why, that his father was a 
captain of the guards, and after his 
death that poſt was reſigned to his 
ſon; that Mrs. Piggot was of a very 


good 
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good family; but that having mar- 
ried without the conſent of her rela- 
tions, ſhe had never ſince been able 
to recover their friendſhip, and ſince 
the death of her huſband, had lived 
a very retired life, chooſing rather to 
retrench her expences, than lay her- 
ſelf under obligations to her rela- 
tions. This account, my dear, will 
appear but very indifferent in the 
eyes of your brother. If Charles 
had derived his birth · from a right 
honourable Lord, M—— might per- 

haps have been induced to overlook 
his want of fortune. But as things 
are circumſtanced, there is but very 
little hopes of obtaining his conſent 
towards the completion of your 
wiſhes. Lady Charlotte too, will 
contribute greatly to exaſperate your 
brother: her notions of family pride 
are, if poſſible, more exalted than 
his, therefore it will be in vain to 
attempt to make a diſcovery of your 
VoL.l. C love. 
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love. No, my. "Es you muſt think 
no more of Charles, but content 
yourſelf with believing. that fate ne- 


ver deſtined you for each other. 


Was you, my dear Sophia, to run all 

ds of your relations diſpleaſure, 
and, for the ſake of being united to 
the man you love, give UP, all title 
to your fortune, and like ſome other 
romantic infatuated. girls, pleaſe 
yourſelf with the notion of diſinter- 
eſted love and a cottage; how great 


would be your dilappoigtment ! 
Though you might love tothe great- 


eſt exceſs, it; would be imꝑoſſible for 


you to, enjoy true happineſs. Your 


huſband, if he truly loved, would 
be continually. reproaching himſelf, 
as the cauſe of reducing. you rom a 
Rate of affluence to a Rate of depen- 
dence. For alas! my dear, the ſa- 
lary ariſing from my brother's poſt 
is but barely ſufficient to. purchaſe 


the vi Sn Ba of life: and how 


would 
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would. it afi& you, to ſee the dear 
pledges of your mutual love, (who, 
had you not taken this raſh ſtep, 
— have been born to- an, afflu- 
ent fortune) perhaps redueed by the 
narrowneſs of your income ae 
of ſervitude. 

L know my deareſt Sophia cannot 
reflect on this, without being ſenſi- 
ble how wrong it is to indulge a 
paſſion ſo much beneath a lady of 
her exalted birth. But I will no 
longer continue à ſubject that 1 
dare ſay my deareſt girl is by this 
time ready to acknowledge the juſt- 
neſs of. My mamma has received 
great benefit from our little tour, 
and I hope I ſhall: now have the in- 
expreſſible happineſs of paſſing many 
more happy years in the ſociety of 
the beſt of parents. 

You aſk me, my dear Sophia, if 
my heart ſtill remains untouched. by 
that. bold intruder, Love. Indeed, 

C 2 my 
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my dear, I have never once had 
time to think of it. My anxiety for 
the eſtabliſhment of my mamma's 


health, 


gave way to no other con- 
fideration. And beſides, my dear, 


to what purpoſe would it be for 
me to think of love? I have not the 


vanity to imagine that my perſon 
would be ſufficient recommendation 


in the eyes of any of the ſex, unleſs 
fortune had joined the irreſiſtible 


charms of riches to a virtuous mind. 


No, I am contented in my preſent 
ſituation, and envy 'not the lot of 
princes, while my deareſt Sophia 


deigns to call me friend. As ſoon 
as the health of my dear mamma 


will allow me to be abſent, I intend 


doing myſelf the honour of ſpend- 


| ing a few weeks at L- 


Caſtle ; 


in the mean time ſhall be happy to 


hear that my dear Sophia has been 


prevailed upon to liſten to the ad- 


N of dir WEI: Pembroke. 


Excuſe, 
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Excuſe, my dear friend, the free- 


dom of my advice ; and afſure your- 
ſelf that nothing but the ſincereſt 
friendſhip could induce me to per- 
ſuade you to relinquiſh my brother. 
Heaven can witneſs, with what 
pleaſure I ſhould ſign myſelf your 
ſiſter : but would not wiſh to pur- 
chaſe that title at the expence of my 
Sophia's happineſs. 

Farewel, my deareſt girl, and aſ- 
ſure yourſelf that, with conſtant 
prayers for your felicity, 

Ii remain ever yours, 
DELLA P1GGOT. 


LETTER IV. 
SIR WM. PEMBROKE TO E. WORTHY, ESQ. 


L— Caftle. 

H! Ned, they will marry me 
in ſpite of myſelf; and though 

L have not the leaft inclination to. 

C 3 wear 
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wear the chains of matrimony, I 
cannot raiſe one objection to the 
Lady. She certainly deſerves every 
thing-—my efteem, my friendſhip, 
and my love. The two former 
ſhe has long enjoyed, but I can- 
not command the latter. How ca- 
pricious are the diſpoſitions of hu- 
man beings! Had my father not 
been ſolicitous for me to marry this 
amiable girl, I ſhould perhaps have 
been the firſt that would have done 
juſtice to her charms. But it is in 
vain now to think of receding, I 
have given my word; and it is not 
poſſible for me to refuſe Lady So- 
phia, without being guilty of a 
breach of honour. Perhaps the be- 
Ing continually with her may in 
time convert my eſteem into love. 
My father came down laſt week, 
and, almoſt without conſulting me, 
(the chief perſon concerned in this 


important affair) he immediately 
ſtruck 
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firuck up a Smithfield bargain with 
Lord 1 (who, between you 
and I, is as deſirous of the match 
as my father) and fixed this day 
month for the completion of our 
happineſs. 

Oh, Ned, Ned! how inconſide- 
rate are theſe fathets! the happineſs 
of their children 1s the laſt thing to 
be conſulted; and, for the ſake of 
ennobling their blood, or adding a 
few paltry thouſands to their for- 
tune, they are at any time ready to 
make them miſerable the remainder 
of their life. My father's chief in- 
ducement to this match is, the no- 
ble family of Lord M-—; while | 
he, without ſeeking to make his 
fiſter happy, is reſolved to give her 
to his friend, becauſe he is able to 
make her a much larger ſettlement 
that: any other gentleman of his ac- 


quaintance. 5 
C 4 What 
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What narrow- minded wretches 
are thoſe who have imbibed no other 
notions but thoſe of intereſt and am- 
bition! how incapable are ſuch of 
enjoying true happineſs! Thoſe 
only are bleſſed, whoſe every thought 
is loſt in that of pleaſing; whoſe 
Toul, generous and noble, is actu- 
ated only with diſintereſted views, 
and love only for the ſake of loving. 


« This ſure is bliſs, if bliſs on earth there be.“ 


But ſuch happineſs 1s denied us 
men of fortune. No; to ſatisfy the 
mercenary views of parents, we are 
perhaps condemned to paſs our life 
with a woman that our ſoul abhors, 
This, however, 1s not altogether the 
caſe with me. Though I do not 
love Lady Sophia M with all 
the ardency of a lover, ſtill I have 
a very great reſpec for her; and 
therefore may in time be tolerably 
happy. Since my father's arrival, 
I have 
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J have obſerved a great alteration in 
the face of my intended bride, and 
have ſeveral times caught her in 
tears. With all the ſoothing ten- 
derneſs of a lover, I have intreated 
her to acquaint me with the cauſe 
of her unhappineſs, but have not 
yet been able to draw the ſecret from 
her boſom. Can there poſſibly, Ned, 
be a more moving fight than a fine 
woman 1n tears? | believe her beau- 
tiful appearance when in grief 
will overcome my averſion to ma- 
trimony. I already begin to think 
of it with a much greater degree of 
patience than I did two or three days 
ago. 
Never did you ſee ſo much haugh 
tineſs as there has been in the be- 
haviour of Lady Charlotte. You 
know I am not naturally vain; but, 
poſitively, I believe the girl would 
gladly change places with her ſiſter, 
Since the intended marriage of So- 
C 5 phia 
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phia and me has been openly de- 
clared, there has appeared in her 
countenance ſuch a mixture of pride, 
_ chagrin, and confuſion, that it is 
very plain to read the ſentiments of 
her heart. Once ſhe went ſo far as 
to ſay, that ſhe would leave Devon- 
ſhire before the marriage of her fiſ- 
ter, But Lord M—— declared, he 
would not part with her. If you 
c leave us, Charlotte, (added his 
«* Lordſhip) I ſhall think you envy 
« the happineſs of Sophia, and can- 
< not bear to be preſent at her nup- 
„ tials.” To this ſhe made no an- 
ſwer, but by a look of mingled con- 
fuſion and contempt. 

But I muſt now throw aſide my 
pen, and defer the concluſion of my 
epiſtle till to-morrow. I am going 
to make a viſit to an old ſchool-fel- 
low, that I have not ſeen for ſeveral 
years; but am informed he reſides 


about twelve miles from this place. 
Oh! 
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Oh! my friend! till now I did not 
know how unhappy I was. My diſ- 
like to matrimony, I now find, did 
not proceed from an indifference to 
the ſex. But my fatal hour was not 
yet come. Alas! I am no longer 
inſenfible to the power of love, I 
now feel the full force of its effects. 
But by this time, Ned, you ate, 
without doubt, impatient to know 
what mifacle wrought this ſurptiſ- 
ing change in the heatt of your 
friend the moſt extraordinary one 
in the world. Yeſterday, as I was 
taking a ſolitary ride, indulging my- 
felf with the pleaſing thoughts of 
feeing my old friend Mr. 8 —, 
while I was loſt in a deep contem- 
plation, my horſe, ſtartled by ſome- 
thing in the road, took fright, and 
ran away with me over a large 
common. TI fell from the ſaddle; 
and, my foot hanging in the ſtir- 
fup, was dragged for ſeveral yards; 
C 6 when 
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when a peaſant, that was at ſome 
diſtance, flew to my aſſiſtance. The 
fall had ſtupified me to ſuch a vio- 
Tent degree, that I was not able to 
remount my horſe; but was obliged 
to lean upon my honeſt friend, till 
I reached his cottage; where he 
kindly intreated me to ſtay till I was 
recovered from the hurt occaſioned 
by my fall. In the condition I was 
then in, I thought it moſt prudent 
to accept this invitation; and was 
received in the moſt hoſpitable man- 
ner by the good woman, his wife, 
In this little hut every thing beſpoke 
the neatneſs of my hoſteſs. Here 

we might behold all the conve- 
niencies of life, without any uſe- 
leſs ſuperfluities: every thing ſeem- 
ed to wear the face of innocence and 
content. I could almoſt have en- 
vied the happineſs of its rural inha- 
| bitants. Behind the houſe was a 
ſmall kitchen garden, furniſhed with 
the 
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the moſt neceſſary vegetables; and 
at a ſmall diſtance was a very pretty 
parterre, filled with blooming flow- 
ers, which diffuſed the moſt delight- 
ful fragrance. Nothing was here 
which did not inſpire me with the 
moſt favourable opinion of theſe ho- 
neſt people. The good man, after 
recommending me to the care of his 
wife (as I then thought her) repaired - 
to finiſh his work in the ſame ſpot 
where he firſt ſaw me ſtruggling to 
diſengage myſelf from the ſtirrup. 
He had not been gone above half 
an hour, before he returned; and 
coming up to me (with a counte- 
nance that ſhewed the innate good- 
neſs of his honeſt heart) preſented 
me with my purſe, which I, by 
ſome means, had dropped in my 
fall. I was ſo pleaſed, Sir,” (ſays 
the good man) © that I happened to 
go to the ſame place directly; for 
if IJ had been half an hour later, 
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« it might very likely have been 
« found by thoſe who would not 
“% have thought themſelves under 
« any obligations to have inquired 
« after the right owner. But, I 
« thank heaven, though I am low 
© in the world, Lam above a mean 


* action; and ſhould ſcorn to de- 


fraud any one, though I was ſure 
« jt would never be found out; for, 
* though my crimes were ſure to be 
„hid from the eyes of man, ſtill 
e there is an all-feeing God, whoſe 
« penetrating wiſdom will not let 
any of our actions paſs unnoticed.” 

I could not help being greatly 
ſurpriſed to find ſuch virtuous prin- 
ciples in ſo mean a cottage, and 
was going to reward the good pea- 
fant, by making him a conſiderable 
preſent; but he declined accepting 
it in ſuch modeft and diſintereſted 
terms as prejudiced me greatly in 
his favour, After having FRE 

0 
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of a ſmall repaſt, which the good 
woman had provided in a neat lit- 
tle parlour, by the help of a ſtick I 
made ſhift to hobble into the gar- 
den, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of contemplating on the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe generous cottagers, 
who, to me, appeared to be above 
the common race of peaſants. There 
was ſomething in the face of my 
hoſteſs that ſeemed to tell me the 
had ſeen a great deal of the world. 
In thoſe fort of people we generally 
find a very great confuſion and auk- 
wardneſs upon the appearance of a 
ftranger, and efpecially one of my 
addreſs. But here all was ſerenity; 
and her behaviour as affable and 
compoſed as it could poffibly have 
been, had ſhe been ever ſo conver- 
ſant with the beau monde. Invited 
by the fineneſs of the day, and the 


charming rural ſcenes which pre- 
ſented 
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| ſented themſelves to my view, Iwan- 
dered into the adjacent meadows. 


e The ſky was charming and ſerene, 

« And all around the fields look'd gay 

« With plenty.” 

But I had not gone far, before 
my attention was called off from 
admiring theſe charming proſpects, 
and engroſſed by an object that gave 
new charms to all the reſt. Oh, 
Ned! prepare to hear a deſcription 
of the moſt lovely girl that ever my 
eyes beheld. Upon hearing the 
ſound of a female voice, I eagerly 
turned around; and, to my inex- 
preſſible amazement, at the foot of 
a large oak I eſpied a young lady. 
As the hedge hid me from being 
ſeen by her, my curioſity prompted 
me to draw nearer, that I might 
have an opportunity of contem- 
_ Plating on the beauties of her charm- 
ing face, without appearing imper- 
tinent. She was netting; and by 
her 


THE FAIR RECLUSE. 41 


her fide lay a pretty little black and 
white lap-dog, on which ſhe be- 
ſtowed the moſt enchanting careſſes. 
Her dreſs was a brown luſtring 
night-gown, and white ſilk petti- 
coat; and on her head ſhe had a 
plain laced cap, like the peaſants, 
and a ſmall black laced hat ſhaded 
her lovely face. In ſhort, her whole 
appearance was plain, but wore an 
air of neatneſs and elegance. Me- 
thinks I hear you aſk, Why I do ſo 
little honour to her perſon, as firſt 
to give you a deſcription of her 
dreſs? Why, in truth, Ned, the 
firſt is too difficult a taſk, It is in 
my power to give you a true ac- 
count of the habit of this lovely girl; 
but it is impoſſible for me to do ſuf- 
ficient juſtice to her charms. All 
the graces are united in her charm- 
ing form: her beautiful treſſes, 
which hung careleſsly on her ſhoul- 


ders, are of a delicate light brown: 
her 
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her fine arch brows ſhade a pair of 


languifhing blue eyes, that are ex- 


eſſive of the moſt inchanting ſoft- 
neſs; and her complexion is of ſuch 
a dazzling whiteneſs, blended with 
a lively bloom, that it is impoſſible 
for any thing to equal: her charm- 
ing mouth, in which a thouſand 
graces play, cannot poſſibly be ex- 
ceeded : the inimitable whiteneſs of 
her teeth, and her coral hps, form 
the moſt delightful contraſt. In a 
word, nothing is wanting to ren- 
det this fair unknown completely 
charming. I ſtood for ſome minutes 
gazing in filent admiration ; when, 
unluckily, my ruſtling in the hedge 
alarmed her little dog, who began to 
bark, and was making towards me 
with the greateſt ſwiftneſs. But the 
beautiful girl, upon finding that ſhe 
was Teen, left her verdant ſeat, and 
advanced with precipitation towards 
the very cottage which I had quit- 
| ted; 
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ted; and, after having entered it, 
ſhut the door, as if afraid of being 
diſcovered. This circumſtance con- 
tributed greatly to my ſurpriſe; but 
at the ſame time confirmed me in 
my opinion, that theſe generous 
cottagers were people of a much 
higher deſcent than the meanneſs 
of their habitation feemed to ſpeak 
them. That I might be better able 
to form a judgment of this myſ- 
tery, I reſolved to pretend lameneſs, 
which rendered me unable to pro- 
ceed on my journey till 1 could 
ſend for a poſt=chaife. According- 
ly, after taking another turn or two 
in the meadow, I returned to the 
cottage, my mind filled with the 
idea 1 this lovely gitl. But when 
I got within fight of the houſe, I 
began to hobbie, as if unable to 
walk. The good woman, as ſoon 
as I entered the cot, declared it 


would be very improper for me to 
think 


| 


think of going any farther till E 


had had a night's reſt; and very 
politely told me, that her little cot- 
tage was at my ſervice, as long as 
it was agreeable for me to ſtay. 
% For, though, Sir, (continued the 


' worthy woman) © it is not in my 


«© power to entertain you in a 


© manner ſuitable to your genteel 


% appearance, we are bleſſed with 


all the neceſſaries of life; and, if 


„you will condeſcend to honour us 
« with your company, till you are 
better able to proceed on your 
journey, be aſſured vou will be 
extremely welcome.“ 

To this obliging ſpeech I return- 
ed, that, as I had no ſervant with 


me, (whom I could ſend for a car- 


riage) I ſhould gladly accept this. 


kind invitation; and was conducted 


by the good woman into the little 


room which I had before quitted. 
Upon my entrance, I caſt my eyes 
on 
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on a ſmall picture that hung over 
the chimney-piece; and, upon going 
nearer, found it was the miniature 
of the lovely girl that had engaged 
my attention in the meadow, — 
What a charming portrait!“ cried 
I, turning to my hoſteſs. How 
* happy ſhould I be to ſee the 
& lovely original, if it is poſſible 
<« there can be ſuch a beautiful per- 

« fon living!“ But obſerving my 
exclamation had occaſioned a great 
confuſion in the countenance of the 
good woman, I changed the diſ- 


courſe; and ſoon after ſhe with- 


drew. But I was reſolved to renew 
it the firſt opportunity that preſent- 


ed itſelf. As there lay ſeveral books 
on the top of a bureau, I took up 


one of them, in order to divert my 
thoughts; and, to my very great 
ſurpriſe, found it was a modern 
compoſition. This prompted me to 
look at the reſt of the collection, 

which 
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which. conſiſted of ſome of the beſt 
authors; and among them were ſe- 
veral muſic books. 

L could now: have no room to 
doubt. that theſe worthy. people 
were not what they. endeavoured to 
appear, but had been born to. high- 
er ſtations; but what could be the 
reaſon of their ſecluding themſelves 
in ſo remote a corner, and in ſo 
humble a habitation, it was not in 
my power to form any idea of. 
Prepoſſeſſed of their, being above the 
common rank, LI really. was at a loſs 
in. what manner to behave, ſo as not 
to offend the delicacy of my hoſteſs; 
and yet I could not think of leaving 
the place without ſatisfying my 
curiolity, eſpecially. in a. point that 
was, ſo very, eſſential to my own fu- 
ture, happineſs. While I was in- 
dulging my contemplation, [. heard 
a ſoft melodious voice, accompanied 
by a. . and ſtepping out 


of 
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of the room, to hear the fair ſong- 
ſtreſs with the greater eate,, I ob- 
ſerved a door ſtand a little way open, 
from whence Lcould. have a full 
view of the young lady. If 1 thought 
her handſome before, bow. much 
more heautiful did ſhe now: appear 
there. was, ſuch an, unaffected inno- 
cence: in her looks that quite tranſ- 
ported me. I could hardly refrain 
from entering the delightful ſpot 
Which contained ſo. much beauty; 
but there: was; ſomething ſo; majeſtic 
and awful in, her. appearances that 
forbad me to think of intruding on 
her retirement. 


2 native grace fat fair proportian'd, on her 

4 <«'poliſh'd-limbs ; 

« Veird. in. a ſimple rqbe, their. beſt attire, 
« Beyond. the pomp. of dreſs ; for lovelineſs 

« Needs not, the, foreign aid of ornament, 

« But is, when: unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt : 

9 Thoughtleſs -of- beauty, the was Beauty 8 


6« ſelf.” 
After 


— 


* 1 


48  ERMINA; OR, 


After ſtanding a few minutes, I 
returned to my little apartment, 
fearing that the good woman ſhould 
ſurpriſe me at ſo mean an action as 
liſtening at the door. I was now 
thoroughly ſenſible of my wretched 
ſituation; my word was given that 
I would-marry Lady Sophia; it was 


impoſſible to make an honourable 


retreat; diſtracting thought! This 
fair unknown had made too deep an 
impreſſion on my heart ever to be 
removed. I was tormenting myſelf 
with theſe reflections when my good 
hoſteſs entered to lay the cloth for 
ſupper. © I have been very agreeably 
« entertained in your abſence, Ma- 
dam” (the good woman bluſhed at 
this appellation); ** but ſhall be very 
„ unhappy if you will not acquaint 
„me to whom I am indebted for this 
5 inchanting muſic.— This lovely 
<« picture“ (continued I, taking 


down the miniature) ** helps to 


„ convince 
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« convince me that there is ſtill a 


« perſon in the family that I have 
« not yet had the pleaſure of ſeeing.” 

& —You are very obliging, Sir: that 
<« miniature, like all others, far ex- 
« ceeds the original; but that you 
Fill ſoon be convinced of; I will 
* endeavour to prevail on Ermina 
* to ſup with us.“ Upon ſaying 
this, ſhe left me; but very ſoon re- 
entered, with an elegant little ſup- 
per; and preſently after appeared 
my good hoſt, followed by the charm- 
ing girl. Her prefence ſo tranſ- 
ported me, that I almoſt longed to 
thank her for this condeſcenſion, 
but as my good friend thought I had 
not ſeen her before, I was obliged 
to keep my tranſports to myſelf, that 
I might be able to judge whether 
the interior charms of this lovely 
maid were equal to her external at- 
tractions. I entered into a diſcourſe 
upon ſome of the moſt valuable au- 

Vo. I. D thors: 
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thors: her remarks were ſo judicious | 
and lively, and her ſentiments upon 
every ſubject ſo refined and delicate, 
that if I was before charmed with 
her perſon, I was much more cap- 
tivated by her converſation, After 
ſupper I took an opportunity of teſti- 

fying my ſurpriſe at finding ſuch 
noble and generous ſentiments con- 
fined within the narrow limits of a 
cottage; and addreſſing myſelf to 
the old lady, Pardon me, Madam,” 
ſaid 1, “ if I take the liberty of tell- 
« ing you my true thoughts. Your 
« noble and genteel behaviour, and 
e the polite education that has been 
e beſtowed on the lovely Ermina, 
* plainly ſhewsthat you have moved 
«in a much higher ſphere of life 
© than you now chooſe to own. But 
beauty, like her's, is too conſpi- 
* cuous long to be concealed. It 
* would be impertinent in me to aſk 


the cauſe of your ſecluding your- 
e ſelf 
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« ſelf from the public eye ; but be 
« your motives what they will, [ 
© cannot think of ſeeing perſons of 
“ ſuch rank, as I am convinced you 
are, take up with a habitation that 
© was only deſigned as a receſs for 
« lower claſs of mankind. My 
e fortune is at your command. If 

« you would chooſe to live in retire- 
* ment, give me leave to provide you 
* one more ſuitable to your birth. 
« Aſſure yourſelf, dear Madam, I 
* do not make this offer but with 
the moſt diſintereſted views. This 
«© ſhort acquaintance that I have 
© made, it would give me inex- 
<* prefſiblepleaſuretocultivate; there- 
« fore ſhall think myſelf very hap- 

e py if you will favour me with a 
« continuance of your friendſhip. 
« 'This gentleman has been a means 
« of. preſerving my life, can I then 
« enough teſtify my gratitude to his 
family?“ 


D 2 «Your 
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« Your polite and generous be- 
“% haviour, Sir, claims my moſt ſin- 
„ cere acknowledgment, and com- 
« mands an equal ſhare of candour 
© on my fide; your penetration has 
« diſcovered that which it would be 
„ ungrateful in us any longer to 
* conceal. I was indeed born to a 
& much higher ſtation; but fate 
« ordained” me to a more humble 
< Jot. Reduced by a ſeries of mis- 
“ fortunes, I left my native coun- 
* try, with the ſmall ſum that I 
% had left. This young lady, Sir, 
„(turning to Ermina) is my daugh- 
« ter; ſhe was but fourteen when 
left Paris: I would have ſettled 
. her in a convent; but the dear 

« girl was determined to {hare the 
« ſame fate with her unhappy mo- 
% ther. This good man that is now 
« before you, was many years ſtew- 
« ard to my huſband, whom I ſhall 
« for private reaſons conceal under 


&© the 
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& the name of Mr. Saunders; him 
+ ] perſuaded to accompany us in 
* gur retirement, not thinking it 
« would be ſafe to continue in fo 
«© remote a place without an atten- 
« dant, This little cottage I defired 
him to purchaſe, under the ap- 
_ © pearance of a poor huſbandman, 
and we immediately repaired to 
« it, bringing with us nothing but 
* the mere neceſſaries of life; but 
as my daughter's edueation had 
been ſuch as was proper for a 
* lady of high birth, I indulged 
* her with a harpſichord, and ma- 
e terials for drawing, with a very 

large collection of books, think- 
ing that theſe amuſements might 
% perhaps help to banith reflection; 
* or, if fortune ſhould take a pro- 
% pitious turn, they would be very 
valuable attainments. We have 
++ been two years in this retirement; 
and I may ſay, with the ſtricteſt 
D 3 ad- 


54 ERMYNA; OR, 


cc adberence to truth, that we have 
*« experienced more refined happi- 
« neſs in this humble ſtation, than 
« I ever before enjoyed. Tho' we 
« hadexchangeda ſumptuous dwel- 
ling for a mean cottage, we were 
« great gainers in the bargain: our 
minds, calm and undiſturbed, we 
* paſſed our time in the moſt agree- 
“ able manner; contented with our 
*« humble lot, we envied none their 
“ riches; my whole attention was 
Y ingrofſed by our preſent happi- 
© neſs; and, in a ſhort time, I could 
„ even bear to look back on paſt 
« ſcenes' without the leaſt regret. 
« My greateſt uneaſineſs was the 
growing beauty of Ermina, and 
the thoughts that I muſt one day 
« leave her expoſed to the tempta- 
„tions of a world that would not 
« fail to take advantage of her po- 
« verty. My whole ſtudy was the 


6 cultivation of her mind; I incul- 
L008 cated 
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te cated in her the ſtricteſt notions 
&« of piety and virtue, and had the 
« ſweet delight of finding that my 
t care was not ill beſtowed. She 
e treaſured up all my precepts in 
« her tender mind; and by her 
ſtrict obedience and duteous be- 
« haviour, I thought myſelf doubly 
s recompenced for the loſs of riches. 
„% During our whole two years re- 
„ tirement, Ermina has never been 
e ſeen by any perſon till to-day; 
« we never had any body approach 
* our little cottage, except two or 
„ three peaſants, and theſe ſhe al- 
© ways took care to avoid being ſeen 
* by, as the appearance of a perſon 
like her could not have failed 
i creating a troubleſome curiofity, 
* which would have perhaps been 
* attended with very diſagreeable 
e conſequences. Mr. Durſan, in the 
habit of a peaſant, fetches all our 
** proviſion from a neighbouring 
D 4 « village, 


* 
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« village, and we ſeldom go further 
« than our own gardenand orchard, 
This, Sir, is our little narrative. 
* Your generous offer claims all 
* our thanks: but, bleſt with the 
% neceſſaries of life, and a content- 
* ed mind, we aſk no more, As 
* fate has diſcovered: to you our 
© habitation, you may always de- 
10 pend upon meeting with a wel- 
« come at our cottage. Here Mrs. 
Saunders ended. — l was quite tranſ- 
ported with her open, ingenuous 
behaviour; and, left I ſhould of- 
fend her delicacy,- er alarm her 
virtuous heart, I no longer preſſed 
her to accept the offer which I had 
before made; but contented myſelf 
with telling her, that I ſhould with 
pleaſure accept this invitation; for 
&« indeed, Madam, added I, the re- 
« fined happineſs I ſhall enjoy in the 
* ſoctety of ladies of ſuch exalted 
* ſentiments, will be a much greater 
e ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction than any I ever be- 
fore experienced.” Our diſcourſe: 
then turned upon indifferent ſub- 
jets; in which Ermina, who had 
for ſome time continued ſilent, had 
now an opportunity of joining. 
The charming girl entered into 
every ſubject with the moſt en- 
chanting ſprightlineſs and vivacity. 
Our topic happening to turn upon 
muſic, I entreated her to favour me 
with a tune. Her mamma, finding 
ſhe waited for her aſſent, told her, 
in the moſt engaging manner, that 
ſhe might grant my requeſt,” © This 
* gentleman, my dear, continued 
& ſhe, I ſhall for the future look 
upon as an old acquaintance. His 
e generous behaviour intitles him to 
“your friendſhip, as well as mine. 
To this obliging ſpeech I replied, 
that the whole ſtudy of my future 
life ſhould be to merit this conde- 
ſcenſion; and Mrs. Saunders imme- 
D 5 diately _ 
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diately conducted me into a little 
apartment that was appropriated to 
the uſe of her lovely daughter. It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the elegance 
. of this little place. It was hung 

with paper, which I found was 
painted by the fair Ermina. In 
one part I was preſented with a re- 
preſentation of a beautiful parterre. 
In another, the moſt rural and ro- 
mantic landſcape; and over the 
chimney was a beautiful repreſenta- 
tion of the muſes. Never did I fee 
any thing more pretty. Theſe va- 
rious ſcenes were ſo judiciouſly 
placed, that it would have been im- 
poſſible for the ſevereſt critic to 
have difcovered a fault. When we 
Had ſpent ſome time in admiring 
the elegant little room, I reminded 


the amiable girl of her promiſe, and 
ſhe immediately fat down at her 
Harpſichord, and played ſeveral 
tunes with ſuch eaſe, and * 
uc 
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ſuch extraordinary judgment in the 
choice of her ſongs, that gave me 
the higheſt opinion of her taſte. 
But indeed, Sir, ſhe excels in every 
thing, She certainly is ſuperior to 
all her ſex ; at leaſt my infatuated 
heart repreſe ts her ſo to my ima- 
gination. Oh, how I languiſhed to 
tell this lovely girl how EG I 
loved her! But ſuch a declaration 
would have been highly imprudent 
upon ſo ſhort an acquaintance; be- 
ſides, I was fixt and reſolved to gain 
a place in her tender heart by my 
ref] | and friendly behaviour; 
had I now avowed my paſſion it 
might have perhaps alarmed her, 
and created a diſtant and reſerved 
reception whenever I came to this 
cottage of content. I took my leave 
early the next morning, with telling 
Mrs. Saunders that I ſhould cer- 
tainly do myſelf the honour of mak- 
ing her another viſit. To which 
D 6 the 
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ſhe: replied, with a great deal of 
 affability, that ſhe ſhould always be 
glad to ſee me. I thought at part- 
ing the fair Ermina appeared very 
ſerious, and once I obſerved a gen- 
tle ſigh eſcape her: was it becauſe I 
was going to leave her? Let me in- 
dulge that pleaſing thought. Oh, 
my friend, what an. embarraſſing 
ſituation is mine! I love this ami- 
able girl even to diſtraction; it's im- 
poſſible for me ever to be happy 
with another. Inexorable duty! 
Muſt I then liſten to your dictates; 
though, to obey you, muſt for ever 
deſtroy my peace? Lady Sophia, 
my father's choice, approved by all 
my friends; approved even by my- 
ſelf? But what is cold approbation 
to the warm ſentiments of love? 
Where can I run to avoid reflection? 
My father. will-never be prevailed 
upon to break this engagement: ne- 
ver will he give up the proſpect of 
8 Ss: © 
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ſuch an honourable alliance. Does 
the prerogatrve of a parent extend 
thus far? No; I never can conſent 
to this marriage. No, moſt amiable 
of women! thou only, object that 
ever warmed my 'heart to tender 
ſenſibility ! though I can never be 
your's, I will never be another's; If 
poſſible, I will find ſome method to 
break off this match: there wants 
no more than three weeks to the 
day which is fixed for my nuptials 
with lady Sophia; therefore what- 
ever conceſſions are made muſt be 
immediately. Write, write, my 
deareſt friend, and tell me how you 
would act in my ſituation. 
Adieu, 
W. PEMPROKE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


*ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX, AT 
THE HOTEL DE — AT PARIS, 


ARDON me, deareſt Julia, for 
ſo long neglecting to acquaint 
you with the place of my retire- 
ment; but you will, I am convinced, 
when H tell you my motives. My 
deareſt friend is ſenſible of the ſtrict 
obedience I always pay to the com- 
mands of my mamma. Till yeſter- 
day I had not her permiſſion to 
write to my Julia. Say then, m 
lovely friend, do I ftill retain a place 
in your memory, or has your once- 
beloved Ermina, by her tedious 
ſilence, entirely loſt your friendſhip? 
You are not unacquainted with the 
motive of our leaving Paris; the 
ſame motive obliged us to conceal 
the place of our retreat, which is in 
the moſt delightful ſpot in the world, 
Do 
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Do not ſtart, my friend, at the 
name of a cottage; but ſeriouſly our 
little dwelling deſerves no higher 
appellation. Our furniture, equally 
ruſtic as our habitation, ſerves not 
for ornament but uſe. No porce- 
laine now, nor cryſtal vaſes glitter 
on the fide-board; every thing 
about us wears an air of. neatneſs ; 
pride 18 entirely baniſhed from our 
cottage; or, I may rather fay, it 
never yet found a place in our hum- 
ble dwelling. I think our fate is 
not unlike the fable of Thomſon's 
Lavinia and her aged mother: 


« Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel ſcorn 
« Which virtue, ſunk to poverty, would meet 
From giddy faſhion and low-minded pride: 

« Almoſt on Nature's common bounty fed, 
Like the gay birds who ſung them to repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of to-morrow's fate. 


Indeed, my Julia, I have taſted 
more refined happineſs in this hum- 


ble ſation, than it would have been 
| | pPoſſible 


64 ERMINA; OR, 


poſſible for me to have found in the 
moſt exalted ſphere. Not one en- 
joyment did J regret the loſs of, ex- 
cept the friendſhip of my deareſt 
"Julia; the continuance of that would 
have rendered my retirement dou- 
bly charming; but, though ſo long 
deprived of it, Jet me now. enjoy 
the pleaſing thoughts of once more 
renewing that tender love we che- 
riſhed in. our infant days. Our in- 
nocent hours were then ſpent in the 
moſt agreeable manner; our intereſts 
and perſons were then inſeparable. 
But though placed at ſo great a diſ- 
tance from my deareſt Julia, we 
may at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of 


. renewing our friendſhip by an epiſ- 


tolary correſpondence. There is a 
happineſs not poſſible to be deſcribed 
in the enjoyment of a friend, to 
whom we can with ſafety 


« Unlock the ſecret caſket of the heart, 
And every pleaſure, every grief i impart.” 


Do, 
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Do, my lovely friend, make your 
Ermina happy by an aſſurance that 
you will ſtill continue to honour her 
with your friendſhip. My mamma 
deſires her ſincere reſpect. Adieu, 
muy deareſt Julia, Believe me to be 
Wort unalterably, 
op ERMINA. 
Pleaſe to direct for Miss 

SAUNDERS, 10 be left at 


the Poſi- Office at A. in 
Devonſbire, till called for. 


7 LETTER vi. 

Miss JULIA DEVEREUX TO ERMINA, 
Ok en Paris. 
WES, my amiable friend, you 
ſtill retain the higheſt place in 
my eſteem ; your Julia ſtill glories 
in the title of your friend: it is 
impoſſible, my dear Ermina, to ex- 
preſs how unhappy I have been 


\ fince fate deprived me of your 
agtee- 


% 
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agreeable ſociety. Tho' I thought 
myſelf lighted, I moſt anxiouſly 
wiſhed for your return, not think- 
ing that you intended to take up 
your reſidence in England: but, 
alas! I wiſhed in vain; whole 
months paſſed without receiving 
one line from my beloved Ermina: 
J would have wrote to complain of 
your tedious ſilence ; but I knew 
not where to find you. Chagrined 
at this negle&, I reſolved never 
more to truſt to the appcarances of 
friendſhip, as I had been once ſo 
groſsly deceived. Soon after you 
quitted Paris, I left the convent 
| where I had paſled ſo many inno- 
cent happy hours with my Ermina, 
happier far than any I have ever 
ſince experienced. I was then in- 
_ ſenſible to the ſofter paſſions. My 
| 2 heart had then never felt 
the pangs of diſappointed love. 
hs Oh! my friend! I loſt you juſt at 


a time 
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a time when I ſtood moſt in need 
of your advice; your friendſhip 
would have afforded me conſola- 
tion amidſt all my afflictions. I 
think you have — the Chevalier 
de Stainville; can you then won- 
der, all lovely as he is, that my 
heart has fallen a voluntary ſacri- 
ſice to his charms? but, alas! 1 
ſigh in vain, while the blooming 
c de Noailles is the happy 
object of his admiration. And, O 
diſtracting thought ! I have but too 
much reaſon to fear, the object of his 
love, We have lately had ſuch a 
- multiplicity of company, that I have 
not even had the happineſs of enjoy- 
ing my own thoughts without in- 
terruption. The moſt diſagreeable 
of all mankind is certainly the Mar- 
quis de I-; never did I ſee a 
more egregious coxcomb; he is 


continually teazing me with his odi- _ 


ous addreſſes, What a contraſt is 
there 


E 
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there betweenthiseffeminate wretch, 
and the ''too-charming Stainville ! 

Oh, my Ermina, why was he form- 
ed thus lovely? It is impoſſible to 
be ſo often in company with ſuch an 
amiable man, without feeling the 
effect of his charms. Oh, why 
was 1 formed with fo ſuſceptible a 
heart? This tireſome Marquis fol- 
lows me as my ſhadow, Let me 
want what I will, he is ready to 
fetch it. I believe I muſt difcharge 
my maid, ſince her place is ſupplied 
by ſo good a valet de chambre. If 


Icall for my cloak, or my work, he 


is gone immediately to fetch them; 
nay he will not even ſuffer me to 


finiſh my epiſtle for fear of ſpoiling 


my eyes. It is time to give over 


writing, Mademoiſelle; the com- 
e pany deſire your attendance in the 
garden.“ I will wait on them 


© when I have finiſhed my letter.“ 


This teazing creaturewill not let me 
add 


0 * * * 3 * 
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add another word; he ſtands with 
my cloak in his lad which he has 
taken from Iſabella, and inſiſts up- 
on tying. it on himſelf. 1 80, | 
“% Marquis, I go.” | 
Now I am releaſed from the im- 
portunities oſ this tireſome man, I 
will endeavour to finiſh my epiſtle. 
Thank heaven 1 ſhall not long be 
tormented with his odious aſſidui- 
ties; he leaves us to-morrow. 
What recommends a favourite lover 
has quite another effect from thoſe 
who are not beloved. A great ſhare 


of partiality is neceſſary to render 


pleaſing the language of love; with- 


out this, the perſon appears ridicu- 


Jous. Our paſhon caſts a veil: over 


the imperfections of a favoured lo- 


ver; but not ſo his graces—thoſe we 


ſee through the magnifying glaſs of 


a lively imagination. But why do 

I all this time neglect to enquire in- 

to the ſituation of the heart of my 
friend? ? 
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friend? You, my dear, are pleaſed 
to compare yourſelf to Thomſon's 
Lavinia, May you, like her, meet 
with a generous Palemon. Beauty 
and virtue, like yours, cannot long 
remain in obſcurity. Adieu, my 
lovely Ermina. Continue to favour 
'me with your friendſhip; and be 
aſſured mine will never know a de- 
creaſe. | JULIA. 


LETTER VII. 
E. WORTHY, ESQ. TO SIR WM. PEMBROKE. 


| Tunbridge. 
1 my ſoul, Sir William, I 
A moſt heartily congratulate you 
on this romantic adventure. Your 
deſcription of your fair recluſe gave 
me inexpreſſible delight. She cer- 


tainly is an angel ſent down from 


* heaven to ſave you from perdition ; 
for marriage, without there is a 
uniſon 
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uniſon of hearts, to me appears the 
moſt abject ſtate of wretchedneſs. 
Friendſhip alone is not ſufficient to 
conſtitute happineſs, unleſs blended 
with the ſofter paſſions. There is 
ſomething more wanting, than cold 
approbation, to.render the marriage 
ſtate agreeable. My ſentiments of 
matrimony are, that it is the moft 
exalted ſtate of happineſs frail mor- 
tals are capable of taſting, where the 
parties are united by the bonds of - 
love. But when intereſt and am- 
bition are the only ties, what happi- 
neſs can be expected? No, my 
friend, never let the prerogative of 
an ambitious parent deprive you of 
your happineſs, at the poor price of 
ennobling your family. Lady So- 
phia is a woman of ſentiment; as 

| ſuch, ſhe cannot condemn you for 
refuſing to beſtow your hand where 
you cannot offer your heart, 1 
really find myſelf ſurpriſingly in- 


tereſted 


4 
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tereſted in favour of the fair Er- 
mina. What pity it is ſuch an ami- 
able girl ſhould be buried in obſcu- 
rity! But you ſay they are perfectly 
happy in this humble ſtation. 

How uncommon a circumſtance, 
for one of her youth and beauty, to 
reliſh the Meal ure of retirement, at 
a time when moſt of her ſex, if 
poſſeſſed of ever ſo ſmall a ſhare of 
beauty, are intoxicated with vanity, 
and happy only in making them- 
ſelves conſpicuous! Such a woman 
as the amiable Ermina, though de- 
ſtitute of fortune, is, in my opinion, 
a far more valuable acquiſition than 
the richeſt heireſs in the univerſe. 
Your family will receive far greater 
advantages by an alliance with vir- 
tue like her's, than it could poſſibly 
acquire by uniting you to, a title. 

Do not then, my deareſt friend, 
give ear to the perſuaſions of thoſe 
who only. wiſh to {acritice your 
peace 
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peace to their own ſelfiſh views; 
but continue your laudable reſolu- 
tion of acquainting your father with 
the averſion you have to fulfil this 
engagement. But oh! my friend, 
be careful to conceal from him the 
retreat of this lovely girl. If he 
ſhould by any means diſcover that, 
you are inevitably ruined: he will 
leave no meaſure untried to deprive 
you of this ineſtimable treaſure, 
blind to merit, he will follow only 
the dictates of his pride; and that 
pride will not fail to irritate him 
againſt the fair Ermina. You can- 
not imagine, Sir William, how much 
I find myſelf intereſted in this at- 
fair: I really am quite impatient to 
fee this amiable girl. I could almoſt 
fall deſperately in love with her 
myſelf, only from your charming 
deſcription; and poſitively, my 
friend, if you make any heſitation 
to break off the match with Lady 

Vol. I. E Sophia, 
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Sophia, I will immediately- com- 
mence your rival. You have not 
quite diſcovered to me the place of 
her retreat. But from what you 
have faid, I ſhall not fail finding it 
out, Adieu. 
E. Wozrur. 


LETTER VIII. 
SIR WM. PEMBROKE TO E. WORTHY, ESQ, 
” | L-—— Cape. 

„ a happy change! Oh! 
my friend, this amiable wo- 

man has even mrevented my very 
wiſhes; ſhe has ſaved me the ſhame 
and trouble of making a mean, un- 
generous conceſſion. The lovery 
Ermina ſhall now be mine, by all 
the ſacred ties of marriage. Yeſter- 
day, as 1 was walking in the park, 
in paſſing the Chineſe temple, I 
eſpied Lady Sophia. She was in 
tears, hor head reclined on the 
ſhoulder 
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ſhoulder of her woman. Surpriſed 
at finding her in this ſituation, I 
approached, and taking her paſſive 
hand, . tenderly intreated her to ac- 
quaint me with the cauſe of her 
grief, At the ſound of my well- 
known voice, ſhe raiſed her droop- 
ing head, and attempted to ſpeak; 
but in vain—the tears ſtopped her 
utterance, *© Tell me, my deareſt 
* Sophia, (faid I, wiping the pearly 
* drops from her lovely face,) what 
it is that cauſes this uneaſineſs 
in your tender boſom ? I cannot 
bear to ſee you thus unhappy!” 
“ Oh! Sir William, you now 
< ſee before you the moſt unhappy 
« of her ſex. Retire Jenny. 
Her woman immediately withdrew. 
—— | ſeated myſelf by the lovely 
mourner. But why, deareſt Lady 
« Sophia, do you ſtile yourſelf un- 
„happy?“ © You are, Sir Wil- 
« liam, of too generous and diſin- 
E 2 « tereſted 
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e tereſted a diſpoſition, to with to 
„render any perſon miſerable.” 
Here ſhe ſtopped, her face cover'd 
with bluſhes, (as if waiting my re- 
ply.) But, recolleCting herſelf, © 1 
« ſhould, Sir, long before this have 
cc acquainted you with my unhappy 
« ſituation,” but I could never yet 
« aſſume a ſufficient ſhare of com- 
& poſure, though I was ſenſible 
« that you was polieſled of a ſoul 
e truly noble.“ Fear not, deareſt 
« Madam, to unfold your grief, 1 
« hope you will not find me leſs 
« generous than | appear. If it is 
« in my power to mitigate your un- 
« eaſineſs, I ſhall think myſelf the 
* moſt happy of mankind.” For 
poſitively, Ned, I was melted into 

tenderneſs, to fee ſuch a charming 
woman, (for ſuch every one mult 
allow her to be) linking under a 


load of grief. 
a After 


*S 
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After a ſhort pauſe, ſhe re- 
ſumed her diſcourſe, and in the 
moſt delicate and engaging terms 
acquainted me, that her heart had 
long been in the poſſeſſion of ano- 
ther, 

It is impoſſible, (ſaid the ami- 
« able girl) that I ſhould be inſen- 
„ {ible to the merits of Sir William 
Pembroke; he is.deſerving of my 
«* {incereſt friendſhip and eſteem ; 
but that is all that is in my pow- 
«er to beſtow. It would be both 
_ © ungenerous and ungrateful, was 
“ any longer to conceal the true 
6 ſentiments of a heart that ſcorns 
ce deceit. I know, Sir, you have too 
* much honour to condemn me for 
* refuling my hand, when it is not 
in my power to give my heart; 
« that has long been in the poſſeſ- 
& fton of the moſt amiable of 1 men. 
Had I never known Captain Pig- 
got, Sir William Pembroke would 

E 3 * have 
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* have maintained the firſt place in 
«© my efteem. It was the conſciouſ- 
„ neſs of your worthineſs, that 
„ prompted me to diſcloſe the ſecrets 
«* of; my ſoul, It is now, Sir, in your 
% power to make me the moſt mi- 
ſerable of my ſex ; but your gene- 
* rous heart, I am convinced, will 
never take advantage of my diſ- 
„ treſs.” No, my lovely friend, 
in me you will always find 2a man 
of true honour, though to give 
«up ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure 
e (continued I, fetching a deep ſigh) 
© will be a trial that demands a 
“ ſhare of fortitude beyond what 
am at preſent maſter of. Coſt 
A what pain it will, you muſt and 
* ſhall be made happy. Your open 
and generous behaviour deſerves 
* the moſt grateful returns. Tell 
: me then, deareſt Madam, how 

* you would have me act in this 
affair: I cannot bear to ſee you 
9711 « thus 
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thus unhappy : what would I not 
„do even to deſerve your friend- 
« ſhip?” „That, Sir, you have long 
e had; and your preſent diſintereſt- 
« ed behaviour, if poſſible, raiſes 
% my eſteem. But oh, Sir! what 
can be done? my brother's heart 
is ſo much fixed upon our in- 
„ tended alliance, that I tremble to 
* think of the conſequence that 
„will perhaps enſue. The com- 
e pany too that is invited to be pre- 
** ſent at our nuptials What can be 
done? I dare not acquaint my ſiſ- 
© ter with this affair, I am con- 
© vinced ſhe would very much 
 * condemn me, for placing my af- 
<* feQtions on a perſon ſo much my 
“inferior: for alas! Sir, this ami- 
* able man is rich only in merit, 
* and that will not purchaſe the fa- 


* vour of my ſiſter. You are not 


<« inſenſible of the power my bro- 
« ther has over our fortunes, and I 
| E 4 e 


= 
- — - 
— —  - 1 ˙ — — 


80 ERMINA; OR, 


„% am convinced he will never con- 
« ſent to an alliance with Captain 
„ Piggot: tel] me then, moſt gene- 
tous Sir William, how I muſt act 
zin this dreadful criſis!” (And 
again ſhe burſt into a ſhower of 
* tears.) © Afflict not yourſelf, dear 
Lady Sophia; your tears diſtract 
me. I will go immediately to your 
* brother: Lord M—— cannot re- 
* fuſe to make his fiſter happy. — 
& It is too late to continue in the 
% park, the air will perhaps give 
* you a cold; let us return to the 
* caſtle, and depend upon my ut- 
© moſt endeavours to extricate you 
« from your preſent - unhappineſs. 
- « Your intereſt is too near my heart 
„to let me heſitate one moment in 
* this important affair.“ On ſaying 
this, I gave her my hand to riſe, and 
we ſauntered towards the houſe. 
Don't you think, Ned, I am a 


m_ fellow? this diſcovery has 
| made 
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made me the happieſt of mankind. 
But, poor Lady Sophia, how much 
I pity her! 

Lord M refuſes to hear any 
thing in vindication of her paſſion 
for the Captain; and ſolemnly de- 
clares, that he will never more own 
her as a ſiſter, if ſhe continues 
to liſten to his addreſſes. Lady 
Charlotte's behaviour is inſolent to 
the higheſt degree : ſhe treats her 
ſiſter with the moſt inſufferable diſ- 
dain. 

This morning the cloaths were 
brought home that were intended 
for the wedding. Poor Sophia was 
with her ſiſter when her woman 


entered the room. Charlotte took 


up one of the dreſſes, which was 
a beautiful white, flowered with 
ſilver, and, with the moſt mali- 
cious ſneer, inſiſted upoli trying it 
on. © It is really a charming ſuit, 
* Sophia, (ſaid the ſpiteful girl) 

| 5 * and 
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and can you politively give up 
« all title to theſe fine cloaths? for 
* you muſt not think of dreſſing in 
© this manner when you are the 
„ happy conſort of Captain Piggot, - 
„ But there are irreſiſtible charms 
in a ſcarlet coat and a knapſack. 
How charmingly you will ride, 
„ Sophia, when mounted on the 
© baggage-car; you will look like 

« the Queen of Love.” 
In this manner did the :nfolent 
girl run on, till poor Sophia, un- 
able to bear it any longer, burſt 
into tears. © How can you thus 
* diſtreſs me, cruel Charlotte? what 
have I done, that you ſhould uſe 
me thus? If I have diſpoſed of 
* my heart without the conſent of 
* my brother, it is not you that 
are to call me to an account, he 
© only is my guardian.“ No, 
* no, my dear, take your own 
aN I dare ſay your head is 200 
. 
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ed with the moſt romantic no- 
tions of conſtancy and diſinte- 
* reſted love, But don't cry, it 
„ ſhall have its own dear Captain, 
or the poor thing will, I fear, fret 
ce jtſelf into a conſumption.” 

As I was in the adjoining room, 
I could very diſtinctly hear all that 
paſſed. I could no longer bear to 
hear my amiable friend treated in 
this cruel manner, but walked care- 
leſsly into the room. On my en- 
trance, Lady Charlotte caſt on me 
the moſt contemptuous look. With- 
out taking any notice of her, I 
went to Sophia, and taking hold 
of her hand, © Tell me, my deareſt 
friend, why you thus afflict your- 
« felf?” „“ Oh, Sir William, my 
« ſiſter has treated me in the moſt 
„ ungenerous manner.“ Aye, 
do tell tales, my pretty dear,” 
(zaterrupted the ill-natured girl.) 
Indeed, . (ſaid J.) 


cc it 
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it is doubly cruel in you to add 
* to the affliction of your ſiſter, 
« at a time when ſhe needs no 
* addition to her unhappineſs. 
e This reproof, Sir William, is very 
© unneceſſary.“ Upon ſaying this, 
ſhe retired to her dreſfing-room, 
and left me to conſole the weeping 
Sophia. Alas! Sir, (ſaid the 
„lovely mourner) whit an un- 
% happy ſituation am I in! My bro- 
ether refuſes to ſee me, and my 
e ſiſter treats me in the moſt un- 
« yenerous manner. Where, where 
e can I hide myſelf from their eruel 
« reſentment 5 

« Let me prevail on you, deareſt 
* Madam, to be more compoſed : 
% perhaps a few weeks abſence 
© from the caſtle may retrieve Lord 
Ms affection. You are his 
« favourite ſiſter; and I am ſure he 

© will not bear the thoughts of 


** parting with you. His love for 
« his 
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« his dear Sophia will make him 
% comply with any thing, . ſooner 
“than ſee her wretched.” © I will 
© leave him, Sir William, without 
„ acquainting him where I am go- 
„ing. The thoughts of loſing me, 
may perhaps work upon his proud 
* heart. My Delia will I am ſure 
receive me. To-morrow morn- 
„ ing I will ſet out for Chelſea. 
„There can be no impropriety in 
„ this, as the Captain is not at 
% home. But oh! Sir, let me 
„ intreat you while I am abſent to 
„ plead my cauſe with all the elo- 
* quence you are maſter of, I ſhall 
leave Jenny at farmer Wilſon's, 
« that ſhe may inform me of what 
<« paſſes at the caſtle in my abſence.” 
This, Ned, is the preſent ſtate of 
affairs. I promiſed Lady Sophia to 
uſe all the arts in my power to 
bring Lord M to a more favour- 
able opinion of her lover, No 
one 
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one knows of her intended journey 
but myſelf and her woman. | intend 
very foon to make another ex- 
curſion to the cottage. With what 
pleaſure ſhall I ſee my lovely Er- 
mina! No prior engagement will 
now interrupt the ſerenity of my 
mind, which was before clouded 
with the moſt diſtracting thoughts. 
My whole ſtudy will be to ren- 
der myſelf agreeable to this eharm- 
ing girl. 

I intend to prolong my viſit at 
the caſtle, as I am much nearer the 
retreat of all my foul holds dear, 
than I ſhall be — leave Devon- 


ſhire. 
Adieu. 


W. PEMBROEKE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


FROM THE SAME To THE SAME, 


JADE Sophia is gone, Her 
brother is almoſt ready to hang 
himſelf, for carrying his reſentment 
ſo far. What will be the event I 
cannot tell; but I am inclined to 
think her abſence will have the de- 
fired effect. 

That little capricious devil, Lady 
Charlotte, is entirely another crea- 
ture fince the departure of her ſiſ- 
ter: ſhe has exchanged her diſ- 
dainful haughty looks for the moſt 
languiſhing air in the world; and 
I dare ſay, has in her own mind 
marked me out for conqueſt, Her 
brother too is continually apolo- 
gizing for his ſiſter's behaviour; 
and, by way of conſolation, is for 
giving me Lady Charlotte as a 
ſubſtitute. But ſhe ſets her cap to 


no 
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no purpoſe. I am reſolved not to 
liſten to any of their overtures. 
My whole heart is filled with the 
idea of my lovely cottager. 
For her inconſtant man might ceaſe to 
range: ; 
“Charms, great as her's, forbid deſire to 
change,” 


We have lately added to our 
party at Lord M 's a Mrs. 
Seagrave : ſhe is a diſtant relation 
to his Lordſhip, and a creature of 
that ſpecies commonly ftiled Old 
Maids. Never did I ſee ſuch a 
preciſe, formal piece of goods, She 
ſpends whole hours in telling us 
how many good offers ſhe has re- 
jected, and how many duels had 
been fought on her account. But 
then, girls did not make fuch 
frights of themſelves in her days. 
l am grown an immenſe favour- 
ite of this antiquated virgin: not 
one in the family but what has in- 
curred 
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curred her diſpleaſure except my- 
ſelf. She was the other day enter- 
taining us with a long detail of the 
conqueſts ſhe had made, before that 
curſed enemy to beauty (the ſmall- 
pox) had robbed her of her charms. 
Lady Charlotte burſt into a loud 
laugh; as did the greateſt part of 
the company, You know, Ned, 
that, when I pleaſe, I can command 
my malicious countenance. - 1 fat 
liſtening to her with the greateſt at- 
tention ; nay, I did not once ſmile 
till ſhe had finiſhed her ſtory. 
This has fixed me a favourite for 
ever; and I ſhall not fail to turn this 
favour to the advantage of my ami- 
able friend. Lady Sophia was al- 
ways a very great favourite of Mrs. 
Seagrave. This old cat is very rich; 
and, as ſhe has no heirs, her for- 
tune muſt conſequently devolve to 
the family of Lord M Ei 
intend taking every opportunity of 
| recom- 
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recommending my young friend to 
her protection. No one is more 
ardent in their friendſhip than 
Mrs. Seagrave. If my ſcheme 
takes, Lady Sophia will have no 
occaſion to regret the loſs of her 
brother's favour. I have already 
worked this good virgin to the 
higheſt pitch of compaſſion. She 
declares Lord M did not act 
with deſcretion in this affair; and 
ſays, that ſhe can pity poor So- 
phia, as ſhe once had felt che ſame 
paſſion herſelf. | 

As ſoon as I find my fave be- 
gins to take effect, J intend write- 
ing to the unhappy Sophia. Un- 
happy fhe muſt be: her lover is at 
too great a diſtance to afford her 
any conſolation in ber diſtreſs. 
She is now with his ſiſter. Miſs 
Piggot, by all accounts, is a very 
amiable girl, and her company 
will 1 in ſome meaſure alleviate the 
| | anxiety 
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anxiety of Lady Sophia, To- 
morrow, Ned, I propoſe ſeeing 
my angel. The very thoughts fill 
me with unſpeakable tranſports. 
Mrs. Seagrave has juſt ſent for me 
to favour her with the laſt new 
ſong. Do not you think I am 
greatly honoured by this diſtinc- 
tion? I am afraid this virgin of 
eighty has ſome deſign upon me. 
You know I had always a great 
veneration for old age. I ſhall ne- 
ver be able to withſtand the —_— 
tation, | 
Adieu. | 
| W. P. 


LETTER X. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


H, Ned! I have ſeen the idol 
of my heart: ſeen her, if 
poſſible, more lovely than before. 


Joy 
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Joy ſparkled in the eyes of Mrs. 
Saunders on my entrance at her 
little cottage. Ermina was read- 
ing. As ſoon as I entered, ſhe 
threw aſide her book; and, with 
a lovely bluſh, advanced with her 
mamma, to meet and welcome me 
to their humble dwelling. I long- 
ed to claſp the charming girl to 
my botom; but was obliged to 
content myſelf with imprinting a 
paſſionate kiſs on her delicate white 
hand. She certainly, Ned, has 
the fineſt hand in the world. Upon 
my taking this little freedom, a 
vivid bluſh crimſoned her fair face 
and neck. Her hand trembled in 
mine like a dying bird. No bad 
omen, my friend. If 1 had been 
totally indifferent, why all this 
confuſion? Upon taking up the 
book, which the had flung away 
on my entrance, I found it to be 
the firſt volume of The Reclaimed 
Litertine, It was open Juſt at the 

| part 
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part where Charles is making the 
firſt declaration of his paſhon for 
Miſs Melvill. This paſſage might 
perhaps have contributed to raiſe 
that emotion in the lovely girl 
which I had remarked at my firſt 
coming in. But ſhe very ſoon re- 
covered herſelf; and we entered 
into a gay, ſprightly converſation. 
As yet I had not diſcovered my 
name or family; but I now 
thought it very unnecetlary to 
conceal either. Mrs Saunders 
was in extraordinary ſpirits. Ne- 
ver did | pals a more cheerful 
and agrecabie day. Mr. Durſan, the 
worthy man who had in a great 
meaſure contributed towards the 
ſaving of my life in my late acci- 
dent, was not at home. After 
dinner I propoled a walk. Mrs. 
Saunders declined going; but ſaid, 
if it was agreeable to Ermina, ſhe 
might accompany me. As this 

lovely 
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lovely gul acquieſces in every thing 
that is the will of her mamma, ſhe 
immediately withdrew to fetch her 
hat. I thanked her for this con- 
deſcenſion, and we ſauntered into 
the fields. I offered my arm; but, 
with the moſt inchanting modeſty, 
ſhe declined to accept it. Our 
converfation turned upon reading. 
entered into the moſt moving 
and pathetic tales. Good g—s ! 
what charming ſenfibility did this 
angelic creature diſcover ! If theſe 
fictitious ftories can raiſe compaſ- 
ſion in her tender boſom, her heart 
cannot behold, unmoved, the miſe- 
Ties of real life. Deſirous of know- 
ing whether I was at preſent of 


any conſequence in the eyes of this 
amiable girl, I took an opportu- 
nity, while a waſp was buzzing 
round us, to lift up my handker- 
chief to the fide of my face, as if 


I had received a ſting. Oh, Ned ! 
had 
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had you ſeen the effect this feint 
had on the face of my ſweet Er- 
mina! © Good heavens, Sir Wil- 
' * liam !” (exclaimed ſhe) © 1 hope 
this naſty inſect has not ſtupg 
« you.” And the ſweet girl look- 
ed almoſt ready to faint. But how 
great was the change, when I drew 
away my handkerchief, and ſhe 
beheld my face unhurt! The live- 
ly bloom returned, and joy ſpark- 
led in every feature. The tranſport 
of my ſoul, at beholding this ten- 
der emotion, was ſo great, that I 
was very near diſcovering the ſe- 
crets of my heart. But prudence 
whiſpered me, that it would be 
much better to confine my paſſion 
within my own boſom, till I had 
made a thorough impreſſion on the 
heart of my beloved Ermina. I 
certainly, Ned, am not indifferent 
to her. The half-ſtolen glances 
and frequent ſighs (which ſhe en- 

deavours 
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deavours to ſuppreſs) plainly ſpeak 
it. I have again uſed all the per- 
ſuaſion I am maſter of, to prevail 
on Mrs. Saunders to quit this hum- 
ble retreat, and to let me have the 
ſatisfaction of fixing her in a ha- 
bitation more ſuitabte to her birth. 
But the continues inflexible to 
my intreaties; and declares ſhe is 
perfectly happy in her preſent ſitu- 
ation. If I cannot prevail on thein 
to quit their peaceful cottage, I 
muſt certainly become a cottager 
mytelf. 

When I have finiſhed my viiit 
to Lord M „ intend ſpending 
few weeks at A This vil- 


lage is not above three miles diſ- 


tant from the retreat of my charm- 
ing Ermina. I ſhall then have an 
opportunity of ſeeing her every 
day. How delightfully will the 
time glide away, while, bleſt in the 
ſoclety of this lovely woman, 

« With 
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< With her converſing, I forget all care.” 


Affairs have taken a very 8 
turn at the caſtle. Mrs. Seagrave 
has had a violent quarrel with Lord 
M „ and declares, ſhe ſhall 
make Lady Sophia her heir. She 
ſends her chariot to-morrow to 
fetch her from Chelſea, and with 
her Miſs Piggot, and intends car- 
rying them immediately to Hadley 
Grove. Captain Piggot, ſhe de- 
clares, if it is only out of oppoſi- 
tion to his Lordſhip, ſhall have free 
egreſs and regreſs. 

I am quite pleaſed with this 
change, for I really have a ſincere 
friendſhip for Sophia. If this old 
virgin continues to hold in this 
extraordinary humour, I make no 
doubt but the match will be very 
ſoon concluded. Poor Lady Char- 
lotte! ſhe is not well, Ned. All 
women of faſhion are inclinable 
to nervous diſorders: her's, poor 

Vol. I. F Lady, 
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Lady, ariſes from her diſappoint- 


ment. I dare ſay the thought, 
when her after was abſent, I ſhould 
immediately throw myſelf at her 
feet, and own myſelf the humbleſt 

of her vaſſals. But, for once, the 
was miſtaken. I have far more 


_ glorious views. My ambition foars 


above the charms of a pale-faced 
woman of quality. Let me die, 
if I do not think half the Ladies of 
rank fall martyrs to indolence, 
while the other half wear them- 
ſelves into mere ſkeletons, through 
their eternal purſuit after pleaſure 
and diſſipation. But of what a 
contrary diſpoſition is my amiable 
Ermina! She enjoys all the amuſe- 
ments of a rational being: her 
needle, her mufick, or her books, 
are her conſtant employment: the 
latter is her moſt favourite amuſe- 
ment: that enlarges her under- 


NG | — her for conver- 


ſation, 
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ſation, and helps to render her 
enchantingly agreeable. 

But you tell me, Ned, you are 
already in love with this charming 
girl: if I go on in this ftrain, 
your paſſion will become too vio- 
lent to be kept within bounds ; and 
I ſhall have reaſon to repent mak- 
ing you my confident. You are 
not the firſt who has fallen deeply 
in love, only from hearing a de- 
ſcription of the moft angelic crea- 
ture in the world, I would give 
you an invitation to ſpend a few 
days with me, when I take up my 
reſidence at A ; but you are 
ſuch a ſuſceptible dog, that pofi- 
tively, Ned, i am afraid to make 
the experiment. 

Adieu. 
W. PEM BRORRE. 


2 LETTER 
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LETTER XI, 


ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX, AT 
THE HOTEL DE —— AT PARIS, 


Write, my Julia; but I fear 
4 the little variety you will. find 
in my letter, will render me a very 
inſipid correſpondent. Alas, my 
friend! how changed is your Er- 
mina! how happy did I once 


think myſelf in our humble dwell- 


ing! But nowevery ſcene is chang- 
ed. The rural proſpects only ſerve 
to make me gloomy; retirement no 
longer pleaſes. I am unhappy ; 
yet I know not the cauſe of my 
unhappineſs. 

envy you, my deareſt Julia, 
the pleaſure of ſociety ; a pleaſure 
that I am denied the enjoyment of. 


Till now I preferred the converſe 


of books to any other amuſement : 
but 
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but methinks I could with pleaſure 
exchange them for the more de- 
lightful converſe of mankind. Our 
retirement has lately been invaded 
by a gentlemen, the only male ani- 
mal that ever bleſt my eyes ſince 
we left Paris. It was an accident 
that brought Sir William to our 
cottage. Mr. Durſan was in the 
road when he fell from his horſe, and 
as there was no houſe near, he 
conducted him to our little re- 
treat, where he continued till the 
next day. My mamma is ex- 
tremely fond of this gentleman. 
He certainly is an amiable- man: 
but I with Mr. Durſan had not 
brought him to our cot. Since his 


firſt appearance, I have felt ſuch 
an unaccountable vacuum in my 
boſom, I cannot bear to be alone! 
every pleaſure appears taſteleſs and 
infipid; my mamma has ac- 
quainted Sir William with the 
33 greateſt 
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greateſt part of my little ſtory; and 
has given him leave to viſit our 
cottage whenever it is agreeable to 
himſelf. This generous man, my 
Julia, has uſed every perſuaſion 
to prevail on us to quit our rural 
dwelling; and ſays he ſhould 
think himſelf very happy, if my 
mamma would give him leave to 
place her in a more eligible ſitua- 
tion. But ſhe has refuſed this ge- 
nerous offer; for what reaſon 1 
cannot tell, but I could with ſhe 
had accepted it. We ſhould then 
have enjoyed the bleſſings of ſo- 
ciety. But what ſociety am I fo 


deſirous of? I know no other 


perſon in England but this amiable 
man. When he is preſent, I en- 
joy every happineſs in one. Sure 


Ido not love! I have read much 
of that paſſion; and often wept at 


the diſtreſſes it has occaſioned. 


Oh, "ap Julia! you, who have 
felt 
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felt that fatal paſſion, can beſt tell 
me whether it has yet invaded my 
inexperienced heart. I own my 
ſymptoms have a very unfavour- 
able appearance, Who can ſteel 
their boſom againſt ſuch a profu- 
hon of accompliſhments? A per- 
fon ſo lovely, that not even envy 
could find a blemiſh; an under- 
ſtanding the moſt delicate and ſen- 
timental, and fuch engaging ſen- 
bility; all theſe charms levelled. 
at once, it is not in the power of 
mortal to reſiſt; eſpecially one 
who has been ſo long ſecluded 
from the world, and all its allur- 
ing pleaſures. 

Write to me, m deareſt Ju- 
lia; chide me; adviſe me; ſay any 
thing, that I may not fall a victim 
to the powers of that paſſion which 
till now I always thought ficti- 
tious. My mamma has juſt been 
talking of this amiable man. This 

F 4 worthy 
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worthy, tender parent, 1s under the 
moſt, dreadful apprehenſions for 
her Ermina. You are too love- 
* ly, my deareſt child. Sir Wil- 
« liam, I can very plainly ſee, is 
& ſtruck. with your perſonal attrac- 
tions; but thoſe charms, my 
„ deareft girl, will only be a miſ- 
fortune, inſtead of comfort, un- 
* leſs virtue guides you in all your 
paths: that, my dear, will en- 
ligen every charm; and, in the 
eyes of Sir William, will render 
« you doubly pleaſing. To me 
* he appears the moſt worthy of 
6 mankind; but, alas! we are 
© too often deceived by appear- 
« ance; and thoſe who appear the 

% molt deſerving, ſometimes prove 
«© the-moſt dangerous to our peace, 
He is a man of fortune; and, if 
44 His deſig ns are honourable, will 
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« But, Oh! my Ermina, be 
« careful to hide from him what J, 
% alas! have already but too ea- 
« fily diſcovered. The emotion 
* which you betrayed on his laſt 
* vilit, fills me with the greateſt 
* concern, Men never fail to 
*© take advantage, when they find 
„ they have moſt power. Let 
„your behaviour be as eaſy as 
e poſſible, that he may not diſ- 
cover the ſenſations of your 
ce heart. You are young and 
„ inexperienced in the wiles of 
man, and conſequently more 
e liable. to be impoſed upon. If 
Sir William means to make you 
6 his in an honourable manner, 
* the more ſtrictly you adhere to 
% the paths of virtue, the more 
it will raiſe you in his eſteem. 
* If once our ſex deviate from 
« that, no more are we beloved. 

F 5 * Even 


of F 
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Even the ſeducer of our innocence 


« will flight 
© And caſt us off like a deteſted ſin.” 


„When once a woman has 
« {werved from the paths of ho- 
5. nour, 
« In vain with tears her loſs ſhe does de- 
e: : 


« She ſets like ſtars that never riſe no 
more.“ 


A do not, my dear child, mean 
“to put a conſtraint on your be- 
* haviour: it has hitherto been in 
every reſpect according to my 
« witches. But as I have diſco- 

«yered that Sir William is not in- 
e different to my Ermina, I would 
* have you be doubly careful not 


e to let him know his power.“ 


I thanked my amiable mamma, 


and promiſed always to be guided 


by her ſuperior judgment in every 
action of my life. 
Can 
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Can there, my Julia, be a more 
tender parent? No; I am refolved, 
if poſſible, to conquer the emo- 
tions of my refraQory heart, let it 
coſt me ever ſo much pain. If my 
mamma has ſo eafily diſcovered 
what paſſes in my boſom, it cannot 
have eſcaped the obſervation of Sir 
William. Farewel. 

Believe me ever yours, 
ERMINA. 


.. 7§—˖ðè ; 
LETTER XII. 


MISS DELIA PIGGOT TO CAPT. PIGGOT. 


Hadley Grove, 


WE what pleaſure do I ac- 
quaint my deareſt brother 
of this _— change in his affairs. 
Oh! Charles, our amiable Sophia 


is happier than ſhe has ever been 
F 6 ſince 
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ſince we left ſchool. Mrs. Seagrave 
is fond of her to an extravagant 


degree, and will hardly ever bear 


her from her preſence: all this is 
owing to Sir William Pembroke. 
Don't ſtart, Charles, at the name 
of your rival; he is the moſt deſerv- 
ing of mankind. He pleaded the 
cauſe of your Sophia with ſo much 
eloquence, that ſhe immediately re- 


ſolved to take her under her pro- 


tection. I begin to have a more 


favourable opinion of theſe old 


maids; they certainly have ſome 
good qualities. We ſpend our time 
at Hadley Grove as mechanically 
as a clock ſtrikes: no variety of 
amuſements, but continually the 
ſame dull round. The family are 
ſummoned together every morn- 
ing by ſeven o' clock, and the good 
Lady reads a family prayer; we 
then repair to the breakfaft-room : 
after that, we ſpend two or three 

hours 
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hours in working at an old-fa- 
ſhioned bed, which I dare ſay has 
been begun ſome hundred years 
ago; but Mrs. Seagrave thinks, 
with our aſſiſtance, it will now very 
ſoon be finiſhed. About one we 
retire to our dreſſing- room, and 
never dine later than two. After 
dinner we generally take a walk in 
the garden, and paſs an hour in 
ſtudying natural philoſophy. Mrs. 
Seagrave is a very great floriſt, 
and can diſcover ſomething new 
and ſurpriſing in the ſmalleſt ſhrub. 
If we don't go out, our afternoons 
are ſpent as the mornings. Some- 
times, for the ſake of variety, we 
are permitted to take a book from 
the library, which conſiſts only of 
the Religious Courtſhip, Cleopatra, 
Sherlock on Death, and a thouſand 
more ſuch elegant compoſitions, 
Yeſterday we had the honour 
of paying a viſit to two of the 
greateſt 
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greateſt oddities in the world. A 
young lady of ſeventy; and a 
gentleman, who, though paſt his 
grand climacteric, is not willing 
to be thought above thirty. Miſs 
Johnſon met us with all the 
ſprightlineſs of a girl of fifteen, in 
a pink tabby ſack training: her 
hair, which has many years been 
“ ſprinkled with grey,” was dreſſed 
to the extremity- of the faſhion, 
and terminated at the top by a 
ſmall blond puff: fancy cannot 
deſcribe a more ridiculous figure, 
unleſs it was to attempt the de- 
ſcription of her brother, but he 
exceeds all deſcription. 

His cloaths, which he once re- 
members to have been becoming, 
were made 1n the laſt century, and 
are not a little tarniſhed. A bou- 
quet of artificial flowers was faſten- 
ed to the button-hole of his coat; 


and an enormous long pair of Dreſ- 
den 
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den ruffles ſnaded his delicate paws. 
Never did I behold fo groteſque a 
figure: my poor heart was very 
near falling a ſacrifice to this irre- 
ſiſtible animal. Who could with- 
ſtand the attacks of ſuch a power- 
ful enemy? The old beau made fo 
many fruitleſs attempts to ogle 
with a large pair of grey eyes, 
which have long loſt their fire, that 
for the life of me I could not re- 
frain from giving way to an im- 
moderate fit of laughter. Sophia 
was no leſs diverted than myſelf : 
but we were obliged to be very 
much upon our guard, as theſe 
good folks are very great favou- 
rites with Mrs. Seagrave. Miſs 
(or rather) Mrs. Johnſon, (for 1 
think that title would be much 
better adapted to her years) ſat 
playing with her fan, while ſhe 
told us, with the moſt ſerious air, 


that Mr, Drawell, the limner, had 
x juſt 
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juſt brought home the miniature of 
her lovely ſelf; but declared the 
aukward wretch had uſed her mon- 
ſtrous ill. He has poſitively, 
oF 4 dear Mrs. Seagrave, made 
* me appear as if forty years old. 
„It was intended as a preſent to a 
* gentleman, who has long teazed 
© me to grant him this extraor- 
« dinary favour; but I cannot 
„think of giving him this piece, 
« unleſs Mr. Drawell can take off 
* a dozen years at leaſt, But you 
* ſhall judge, Ladies, if he has 
e done me juſtice. (Upon this ſhe 
e pulled the bell.) Go, Sally, and 
te fetch/ the miniature that was 
“ brought home this morning: it 
* is in the upper drawer of my 
cabinet.“ The moment Miſs 
heard the maid coming down ſtairs, 
ſhe ran to meet her with an air 
of gaiety; and taking the portrait, 
" DEC here, Miſs Piggot, what a 
e figure 
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6 figure he has made of me! this 
« head-dreſs would be much more 
“proper for my grandmother. No 
life in the features: he certainly 
e muſt think me the moſt inani- 
% mate creature breathing. But, I 
* believe when 1 fat for it, I was 
rather in the penſoroſa ſtile,” 

We all coincided to her opinion; 
and declared, Mr. Drawell had not 
done ſufficient juſtice to her charms. 
This put the good Lady into the 
moſt lively humour. She affected 
all the airs of a boarding-ſchool 
girl, tapped Lady Sophia on the 
ſhoulder with her fan, and ſaid ſhe 
could not bear to ſee her ſo grave. 
* You mult rouſe your ſpirits, my 
* dear, I ſhall be quite happy in 
« viſiting Mrs. Seagrave. Now I 
„ ſhall meet with a companion 
more ſuitable to my age, I aſſure 


6 you I ſhall not let you indulge 
* this 
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«* this melancholy. I am the live- 
* heſt girl in the world.“ 

Thus did this fooliſh woman run 
on. Alas! what pity it is that a 
perſon, who, was ſhe to aſſume a 
behaviour more ſuitable to her years, 
would be an honour to fociety, 
ſhould be thus loft to every ſerious 
thought, and affect a levity that 
would be even unpardonable in a 
girl of twenty! How ſhould we re- 
ſpect her, was ſhe to appear in her 
own proper character! Ape always 
commands reverence from youth; 
but when blended with folly and 
levity, it only raiſes our diſguſt, 
We all wiſh to be old ; why then, 
when we arrive at that honourable 


period, ſhould we endeavour to con- 


ceal our years ? But I have no more 


time for reflections, I am ſum- 


moned to breakfaſt. Mrs Seagrave 
ſays, ſhe is quite impatient to ſee 
the lover of her dear Sophia; and 
has 
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has given me leave to acquaint my 
deareſt Charles, that his company 
will be always welcome at Hadley 
Grove. Need there be any other 
inducement to my dear brother, 
than the thoughts of being permit- 
ted the uninterrupted ſociety of his 
amiable Sophia? a happineſs which, 
till now, you have been always de- 
nied. Aſſure yourſelf, dear Charles, 
that no one is more happy in think- 
ing on this delightful proſpect of 
your approaching felicity, than 
Your affectionate ſiſter, 
DELIA Priocor. 


P. S. Lady Sophia's reſpeci ul 
compliments, and your Delia's du- 
ty, twart on my ever dear mamma, 
with the me fervent wiſhes for the 
continuance of ber health, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 


MISS JULTA DEVEREUX TO ERMuINA. 


Paris. 


WALK not, my dear Ermina, 
of conquering the emotions: 


of your heart. You love, my friend, 


love to the greateſt exceſs; and 


why, my dear, ſhould you wiſh to 


diſguiſe the ſentiments. of your 
ſoul ? The object of your paſſion is 
every way deſerving your eſteem. 
Can there be any impropriety in 
owning a friendſhip for ſo ami- 
able a man? You bid me chide 


you: no, my love, I applaud you. 


Had you placed your affections on 


a perſon of inferior birth, I ſhould: 


then have had cauſe to chide you; 
but, as you have managed affairs, 
it is impoſſible for any one to cen- 
ſure your conduct. But you tell 
| | mez 
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me, my deareſt friend, that you 
begin to be tired of retirement. 
Let not Sir William know your 
ſentiments : he will naturally offer 
to place you in another ſituation. 
But oh! do not, my dear Ermina, 
put yourſelf under his protection. 
While under the eye of your mam-. 
ma, you have nothing to fear: her 
care and prudence will always be 
your guard. If Sir William is the 
man of honour that he appears 
to be, he will never defire you to 
leave your retirement, till he makes 
you his by the moſt indiſſoluble 
bonds. You tell me he has not yet 
made a declaration of his paſſion, 
though his eyes have plainly told 
you that he loves. Yes, my friend, 
his behaviour plainly ſhews it: 
But alas! he is not in his own 
power; an ambitious,  tyrannical 
parent, at preſent, rules all his 
actions, 
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actions, and will never ſuffer him 


to marry beneath a title. 

The conſciouſneſs of that may 
perhaps tempt him to gain your 
affections upon more eaſy terms 
than thoſe of marriage. But I have 
too high an opinion of the virtuous 
heart of my Ermina, to imagine 
that ſhe would give ear to the ad- 
dreſſes of any perſon who was not 
equally virtuous as herſelf. 

I have ſent you the laſt new 
opera, with a few more modern 
productions, by Captain 8 
He will leave them at A— by the 
ſame directions as your letters; 
they will be an amufement to my 
deareſt friend in the abſence of her 
amiable Sir William. I have been 

a fortnight on a viſit to the Mar- 
chionel de Relgrade; the Chevalier, 
with his lovely Counteſs, were of 
the 992 How miſerable was my 

ſituation! 
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ſituation ! how much I envied the 
happineſs of my too charming ri- 
val. That effeminate fop, Dumain, 
helped to render my vile {till more 
diſagreeable: he is, if poſſible, more 
tireſome than the Marquis de L-—. 
My father has laid his commands 
on me to receive him as a lover. 
Cruel injunction! no, I will never 
ſubmit to ſuch tyranny: I would 
ſooner quit the world, and all its 
alluring pleaſures, and immure 
myſelf within the ſolitary walls of 
a monaſtery. While the amiable 
Stainville continues unmarried, I 
will never liſten to the addreſſes of 
another. The blooming Counteſs 
may not always be the object of his 
love, and while there is life, there 
is hope. I will not ſuffer deſpair 
to take poſſeſſion of my heart, till 
J ſee him united to my rival: and 
then, adieu to every hope of hap- 
pineſs, A gloomy convent ſhall 

then 
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then be the refuge of your unhappy 


Julia. Oh! my N how much 
happier are you! 


c Alas! I love, but love in vain; 
« You love, and are belov'd again.“ 


But I will no longer dwell on 


a ſubje& that gives me ſo much 


pain. May you, my deareſt friend, 


enjoy every happineſs this tran- 


ſitory world is capable of beſtow- 


ing: and that your amiable lover 


may continue to render himſelf 
deſerving of your friendſhip, is 
the ſincereſt wiſhes of your ab- 


ſent 
JoL1a. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 
SIR WM PEMBROKE TO E. WORTHY, ESQ. 


79 Roſe- Hill Farm. 
55 THUs far my wiſhes with 
i ſucceſs are crowned !”' I 
have pitched upon the ſweeteſt 
ſpot in the world, not half a mile 
from the retreat of my Ermina. 
My whole retinue conſiſts only 
of my faithful Robert. I paſs on- 
ly as Mr. Pembroke, and the rea- 
ſon of my coming into the coun- 
try is for the benefit of the air, 
being but juſt recover'd from a 
very bad illneſs. The honeſt far- 
mer and his wife were rather un- 
willing to receive me; they ſaid 
it was not in their power to ac- 
commodate me in a manner ſuit- 
able to my appearance; for I was 
then dreſſed in a ſuit of purple 
. I. G velvet, 


Fd 
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velvet, trimmed with gold. I took 


the hint, have ever ſince wore only 
plain cloaths, and have been hap- 
py enough to gain the credit of 
a very good natured gentleman. 


Jau cannot imagine what a charm- 
ing place this is. The houſe is ſi- 
tuated on the moſt delightful emi- 


nence, and commands a beautiful 
proſpect of hills, vallies, groves, 
and purling ſtreams; I almoſt live 


on the produce of the dairy; my 


good hoſteſs furniſhes me every 
morning with butter from the 
churn, and the yard affords plenty 
of poultry. 

When at hame, a little boy 


and girl, roſy as cherubims, are 


my conſtant companions : their in- 
nocent prattle 1s to me far more 
preferable than the moſt ſtudied 
arts of converſation, and my fitu- 
ation is in. every reſpet perfealy 


agreeable. 
I ge- 
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I generally ſpend an hour or two 
every day, in perfecting my lovely 
girl in her Italian, for ſhe left Paris 
ſo young that ſhe is not yet a great 
proficient in that language: that 
charming taſk was reſerved for me. 
My amiable pupil improves every 
day under my. tuition; and I have 
the ſweet delight of ſeeing. that I 
am not diſagreeable to her. Her 
beautiful face is covered with dimp- 
ling ſmiles when I approach; and 
at my. departure every feature is 
overſpread with a ſeriouſneſs that 

borders upon dejection. | 
The other day, as I fat gazing 
on her charming face, while ſhe 
was entertaining me with a tune 
on the harpſichord, I obſerved a 
gentle ſigh heaved her lovely bo- 
ſom. © What means that tender 
* ſigh, my dear Ermina?” „Did 1 
“ ſigh?“ replied ſhe, with an air 
of innocence that quite tranſported 
G 2 me. 
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me. Juſt then Mrs. Saunders en- 
tered, or 1 ſhould that moment 
have thrown myſelf at her feet, 
and owned a paſſion which is too 
violent to. remain much longer 
concealed within the limits of my 
own boſom; but, that ſhe loves me, 
I have no room to doubt—loves 
me, even without knowing it. She 
would tart, I believe, at the bare 
idea of that paſſion which I hope 
ſoon to ſee take the intire poſſeſſion 
of her heart. Come, Ned, and ſee 
if I am not right in my conjec- 
tures. I ſometimes prevail on my 
lovely girl to accompany. me in a 
walk; and .how ſerenely charming 
do the minutes glide, when favour- 
ed with her company ! 

Mrs. Saunders is no leſs agree- 
able than her amiable daughter; 
and has, in her younger days, 
been equally beautiful. She feems 
rather ſurpriſed at my taking up 

FE my 
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my reſidence at Roſe-hill, and 1 
believe is under ſome apprehen- 
ſions for her dear Ermina; but con- 
tinues to behave in the moſt friend- 
ly manner. 

Till this moment I have never 
once given way to reflection; and 
oh! my friend, I now find myſelf 
in the moſt embaraſſing” ſituation. 
Mrs. Saunders's apparent appre- 
henſions have rouſed me from my 
lethargic ſtate of ſtupidity, and 
taught me to examine my own 
heart. I would marry this lovely 
girl; but that is impoſſible while 
my father lives; unleſs ſhe would 
conſent to a private marriage, and I 
am convinced her delicacy would 
fhudder even at the bare idea of 
ſuch a clandeſtine propofal. But I 
will keep this worthy woman no 
longer in ſuſpenſe ; ſhe ſhall very 
ſoon be acquainted with the true 
flate: of my affairs. Adieu. 

G 3 SIR 
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Oh! Ned, had you feen with 
what ſweet confuſion my beloved 
Ermina ( call her mine I hope 
not without reaſon) received the 
firſt declaration of my conquered 
heart! I held her hand preſſed in 
mine, while, in the moſt moving 
accents, I told my plaintwe tale. 
She did not attempt to withdraw it, 
but liſtened to me with the moſt 
engaging condeſcenſion. May I 
then, my lovely. angel, preſume 
to hope I am not diſagreeable to 

yon, and that I have not offend- 

* ed by diſcovering a paſſion which 
«© will never end but with my life.“ 
Still ſhe continued ſilent; her 
charming eyes fixed on the ground, 
and her face covered with: bluſhes, 
Do not, my lovely Ermina, drive 
* me to deſpair; aſſure * 
5 „that 
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ee that I do not wiſh to gain your 
* affetion, but with a view of 
„making you honourably mine.“ 
Upon this the amiable girl ven- 
tured to look up, and, with the 
moſt becoming modeſty, replied, 
that the hoped her behaviour had 
« always been conſiſtent with" the 
© reſpect ſhe owed to fo good a 
« friend ; and added, that ſhe was 
not inſenſible off the honour 1 did 
et her; but that ſhe could never 
*« think of liſtening to a ſubje& of 
* fo intereſting a nature, unleſs firſt 
© authorized by her mamma.“ 
How enchanting did ſhe look, 
while ſhe pronounced theſe words ! 
How extremely beautiful is a per- 
ſon who is digniffed by modeſty! 
What a luſtre does it rec over. 
the moſt lovely of female forms! 
The more k dilcover of this ange- 
lic. creatures ſentiments, the more 
17 am charmed; how empty; how 
ins 8 4 inſig- 
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iofignificant do moſt of the fex 
appear,; when compared with my 
Ermina! I claſped the ſweet trem- 
bling girl to my throbbing boſom, 
and aflured her that Mrs. Saunders. 
ſhould. be immediately acquainted 
with my intentions. But when 
_ « your mamma has given a ſanction 
0 to my paſſion, may I then, my 
0 deareſt angel, preſume to hope 
1 an find a place in your ef- 
6 * teem ? But it is impoſſible that 
« loclovely a woman, adorned with 
&< every virtue, ſhould. be deſtitute 
" * of compaſſion :. no, J muſt inter- 

ret this charming ſilence in fa- 


« your, of myſelf.” | 
_ We, were then fins f in a little 
arbour formed of woodbines and 
jeſlamin, the birds ſweetly, warb- 
ling round us, the verdant carpet 
enamelled with the aromatic flow- 
ers, the air calm and ſerene; ne- 
a was there a more delightful 
| evening ; 


5 nite 
* 1244 oy 
Ss 
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evening; every thing conſpired to 
raiſe the ſofter paſſion ; each ver- 
nal breeze ſeemed to ſpeak the 
language of love; a Stoic could 
not have beheld ſuch a profuſion 
of beauty, ſeated in this embow- 
ering ſhade, without being tempt- 
ed to ſteal one paſſionate embrace. 
The lovely, virtuous girl, alarmed 
at this little freedom, puſhed me 
from her, as if recollecting herſelf, 
and roſe immediately, quite re- 
gardleſs of my impaſſioned looks. 
She walked haſtily towards the cot- 
tage, and I was confoundedly vex- 
ed, Ned, that our being ſo near 
the houſe prevented me from mak- 
ing any apologies for the little 
freedom I had taken. We both 
entered the parlour in profound 
filence; and ſhe treated me all the 
remainder of the evening with the 
moſt diſtant coldneſs. 

G 5 Since 
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Since that, I have affected a total 
diſregard, and never looked at her 
but — I could not help it. I 
plainly ſee my inattention touches 
her to the heart; ſhe certainly loves 
me, though her virtue is ſo great 
that ſhe endeavours to ſuppreſs her 
feelings. I have not yet made the 
intended propoſals to Mrs, Saun- 
ders, but wait till I haye another 
tete d tte with her amiable daughter; 
though that is a favour Which I al- 
moſt [deſpair gaining, Bhe fo in- 
duſtriouſly avoids being left alone, 
that 1 have not yet had an opportu- 
nity of aſking her forgiveneſs; nor 
have. I yet much endeavoured to 
_ arrive at that happineſs. I am re- 
ſolved firſt to raiſe her love to as 
high a pitch as mine. Indifference, 
I plainly ſee, has a far greater ef- 
fect on her tender heart, than the 


moſt ſoothing eloquence I am maſ- 
| ter 
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ter of, Our Italian leſſons are in- 
tirely neglected, her delicacy will 
not ſuffer her to aſk me to continue 
my inſtructions, and the referved 
and diſtant manner in which this 
charming creature behaves, forbids 
me to mention them. This, Ned, 
is the preſent ſtate of affairs. Lin- 
tend abſenting myſelf two or three 
days from the cottage; and at my 
return, perhaps, this ſweet girl 
may treat me with a greater degree 
of confidence. 


« For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt, ſociety br 
” Short retirement urges ſweet return.“ 


But oh! my friend, what innu- 
merable difficulties have I to ſur- 
mount! My father will never con- 
ſent to me marrying this amrable 

His temper is ſuch, that I 
ſhould have every thing to fear 
from the impetuoſity of his diſpo- 

G 6 ſition, 
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ſition, was he even to know that 


I entertained a paſſion ſo much 
beneath the notions which he has 
always endeavoured to inſtil into 
the minds of all his children. My 
fortune, it is true, is ſufficient to 
ſupport herin the genteeleſt manner, 
could I prevail on her privately to 
accept my hand. But then, how 
could I bear that this angelic crea- 
ture, who is purity itſelf, ſhould. 
ſuffer in her reputation? By the 
world, ſhe would be thought my 
miſtreſs ; for if our connexion was 
ever {0 ſecret, it would be impoſhble 
to avoid the prying eyes of a cen- 
ſorious, buſy world. No, the 
thoughts diſtract me! The partner 
of my. heart to lie under the impu- 
tation of a common proſtitute! I 
cannot bear it: and was ſhe to con- 
tinue in her preſent retirement, my 
een excurſions to this place 

5 | 5 would 
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would certainly raiſe ſuſpicions in 
the breaſt of my father. Forget 
her I cannot; no, I could ſooner 
forget to live ; and to-think of ob- 
taining her on any other terms but 
thoſe of marriage, would be ſacrile- 
gious: to ruin ſuch innocence and 
virtue, would be an action which 
my ſoul ſhudders even to think of. 
But away reflection! thou enemy 
to my peace! Fortune may, per- 
haps, ſtill prove favourable to my 
wiſhes, at leaſt I am determined to 
think ſo. Farewel! 1 
Believe me ever your ſincere 
W. PEMBROKE. 
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8 LETTER XV. 


FROM THE SAME TO uE SAME. 


LAS! my friend, » what a ſcene 
> of woot In my laſt, I told 
my intention of abſenting my- 
felf a few days from the cottage: 
the trial was very ſevere; but I was 
refolved to try what effect it would 
have on the heart of my Ermina. 
The time, during my abſence from 
the lovely girl, paffed in the moſt 
gloomy manner. Books, muſick, 
walking, nay nothing afforded me 
any pleaſure, My ſweet little com- 
panions endeavoured, but in vain, 
to amuſe me with their innocent 
prattle: I could no longer pay any 
attention to their childiſh paſtime. 
Reſolved to ſtay no more than 
three days from the idol of my heart 


at the end of that period I flew 
with 
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with the wings of love to the re- 
treat of all my ſoul held dear. Ar 
my. entrance, I was met by the 
lovely girl, almoft drowned in tears, 
Good gods! what adiftrefling fight! 
Forgetting the reſolution I had for- 
med of behaving with more circum- 
ſpection, I preſſed the weeping char- 
mer to my boſom, kiſſed the pearly 
drops from her pallid cheeks, and 
begged to be informed of the cauſe 
of her affliction. Oh! Sir,” ſaid 
the lovely maid, modeftly with- 
drawing herſelf from my embraces, 
* My poor mamma-—how ſhall I 
« ſpeak my grief? the cold hand of 
« death, I fear, has ſeized the beſt of 
parents. What afflicting news !” 
{intreated the weeping fair to mo- 
derate her grief. In me, my amia- 
ble Ermina, you ſhall always find 
© a kind protector. But Mrs. Saun- 
ders may perhaps recover: let us 
go and afford her all the conſola- 


t tjon 
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+ tion in our power.” I followed 
the charming girl to the chamber of 
mourning, and there beheld this 
worthy woman, who, but a few 


days ago appeared in the bloom of 


health, pale and emaciated; her 
eyes ſunk, her ſtrength quite de- 
cayed, every thing ſeemed to ſpeak 
ſhe was haſtening towards her diſ- 
ſolution. 
Quite forgetting that my reſi- 
dence at that part of the world 
ought to be kept a profound fecret, 
I flew back to the farm, and diſ- 
patched Robert poſt-haſte for the 
moſt eminent phyſician in Devon- 
ſhire, and then returned to my 
diſtreſſed friends. Mrs. Saunders 
was juſt recovered from a ſtrong 
fainting fit. As ſoon as 1 ap- 
proached, ſhe faintly called me to 
her bed-ſide, and intreated me to be 
a friend to her dear Ermina. Oh! 
< Sir, (continued this amiable wo- 
* man) 
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„man) I leave her in the moſt de- 
e plorable ſituation; and unleſs 
* you will be her protector, I 
leave her friendleſs.” “. Com- 
* poſe yourſelf, deareſt Madam, 
and believe me, that while I hve 
“your lovely daughter ſhall never 
want a friend. Beauty like her's 
“you may perhaps think excites 
*© this declaration; I will not diſ- 
% own it. Les, Madam, 1 love 
„% her in the ſincereſt manner; but 
„ aſſure yourſelf that my love 1s 
* of too Pure a nature, ever to take 
advantage of her innocence. No, 
„I here. vow, by all that's facred,. 
« (and I immediately dropt upon 
„my knees by her bed-ſide) that I 
| © mean to make her mine, by all 
« the ties of honour, as Gon as it 
eig in my power to gain the con- 
*« ſent of my father; till then, I 
« will. en in the moſt diſin- 
« tereſted manner; and my for- 
* tune 
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„tune will ever be at the ſer- 


* vice of your amiable daughter : 


_ «© the may always command it as 


« her own.” 

Oh! Sir William (replied the 
« almoft- dying Parent) how kind, 

* how nodle, is your” behaviöur! T 


Providence certainly ſent you to 


be our guardian angel. A man 
poſſeſſed of ſuch ſentiments, will 
never take advantage of virtue in 
«* diſtreſs. No, I ſhall now die in 
% peace: my Ermina has found the 
* beſt of friends. Here her voice 
failed her, and ſhe was, as we all 
thought, ſinking into the arms of 
death; but -we had the happineſs 
of finding, that ſhe was only fal- 
len into a gentle ſlumber. Soon. 


after the phyſician arrived, he at 


firſt pronounced her to be in very 
great danger. Oh! what a heart- 


breaking fight! The feet Er- 


mina immediately dropt to the 
ground! 
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ground! I ran to fupport her in 
my arms, and endeavoured to awa- 
ken her to life; but in vain were 
all my efforts, for above half an 
hour. The moment ſhe recovered 
her charming fenſes, ſhe aſked, 
if her mamma was better? A 
great deal, my angel; by the 
* aſſiſtance of Doctor R. we have 
„ ſome: hopes of her recovery.“ 
This, indeed, was true, as the 
flumber Mrs: Saunders had fallen 
into was of infinite ſervice to her. 
The Doctor, after having given the 
neceſſary preſcriptions, took his 
leave; and as the lovely girl had 
undergone a great deal of fatigue, 
F perſuaded her to give me leave 
to fend for a nurſe, leſt her tender 
and delicate conſtitution ſhould ſuf- 
fer from her conſtant - attendance 
on her mamma. To this ſhe con- 


lented, and I IF _ Ro- 
bert 
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bert for the beſt the —_—— 
village afforded. 

Poor Mr. Durſan was nile the 
greateſt uneaſineſs to ſee his wor- 
thy miſtreſs in this melancholy ſitu- 
ation; and, in ſhort, I never ſaw a 
greater: ſcene of diſtreſs. Two days 
did ſhe continue in this delirious 
manner; during which time, I 
was never abſent from the cottage, 
except of nights. But at the ſe- 
cond vifit of the phyſician, had the 
inexpreſſible pleaſure to find, that 
he could then give us ſome hopes 
of her recovery. How did this 
delightful news enliven every fea- 
ture of my Ermina! nor did 1 feel 
leſs pleaſure than herſelf. Yeſter- 
day this amiable woman left her 
bed, but ſtill continues very weak. 
I never viſit them leſs than twice in 
the day; and, at every viſit, I have 
the happineſs to find her rather: 
better than the laſt, As this affair 

raiſed: 
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has raiſed the curioſity of the vil- 
lage, and occafioned many very 
diſagreeable ſuſpicions, Mrs. Saun- 
ders has, at laſt, promiſed to leave 
this retirement as ſoon as her health 
will permit, but continues her re- 
ſolution of ſeeking a retreat in as 
remote a place as this the is now 
in, and ftill refuſgs to accept the 
diſpoſal of my fortune, which 1 
have offered in the moiſt diſin- 
tereſted manner. I have had ſeve- 
ral letters from my father, in which 
he preſſes me to return to town as 
ſoon as poſhble. How can I obey 
this cruel ſummons? But I mutt 
go for a few weeks, leſt he ſhould 
imagine that ſome fecret attach- 
ment is the reaſon of my making 
ſo long a ſtay in the country, | 
am going this moment to the re- 
treat of my beloved girl; ſo, with- 
out ceremony, ſhall bid you adieu. 

W. P. 

LETTER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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LETTER XVI. 
— 


E. WORTHY ES. TO SIR W. PEMBROK E. 


Tunbridge. 


ARDON me, my worthy friend, 

this tedious ſilence. 1 mould 
have wrote ſooner, but was pre- 
vented by a misfortune of the moſt 
dreadful nature, by the overturn- 
ing of my phaëton; and I received 
a contuſion in my head, which has 
very near coſt me my life. This is 
the firſt day of leaving my bed 
ſince my Aleks, and this I have de- 
dicated to the ſervice of my friend. 
Your account of poor Mrs. Saun- 
ders is really very affecting. I am 
quite charmed with the delicacy of 
her ſentiments, and her not accept- 
ing of your generous propoſal very 
much raiſes her in my eſteem. Your 
love for her amiable daughter, makes 
=. 
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her look upon you as a perſon. too 
much intereſted in this affair; and 
ſhe is very much to be applauded 
for her prudence, though your beha- 
viour was ſtrictly honourable : it 
would certainly be prejudicial to the 
character of the fair Ermina, were 
they to put themſelves under your 
protection. A young fellow of your 
figure. and fortune could never be 
looked upon by the world as a diſ- 
intereſted friend; and beauty, like 
her's, would immediately be cen- 
ſured in the moſt cruel manner. 
I have a propoſal to make which 
I have ſome reaſon to hope will 
meet your approbation. Don't be 
frightened, Pembroke; I do not 
mean to rival my friend. My for- 
tune is, very great at preſent, 
I have no thoughts of marrying ; 

or, if 1 ſhould, it will be ſtill large 
enough. My ſeat in Suffolk ſhal! 
be at the ſervice of Mrs. Saun- 
ders, 


| 
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ders, and her Ermina, ſhe may 
paſs as a near relation of mine, and 
you may then viſit them without 
raiſing any ſuſpicions that will be 
hurtful to the reputation of your 
charmer. The houſe is delight- 
fully ſituated, and the gardens very 
well laid out; the furniture is not 
quite in the modern taſte; but T 
will immediately have that anti- 
quated lumber removed, and give 
orders for it to be furniſhed in the 
moſt faſhionable manner. Mrs. 
Saunders cannot poſſibly object to 
this propoſal, as it 18 made by a 
perſon who has never yet had the 
pleaſure of feeing her beautiful girl, 
and conſequently cannot have any 


deſigns but thoſe of the moſt pure 


and diſintereſted friendſhip. I think 
the reliſh ſhe has for retirement 
will make this place appear doubly 
agreeable: there is an excellent 
library, furniſhed with the moſt va- 

luable 
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luable authors, and a very good 
| harpſichord ; ſo that with theſe a- 
muſements the time will paſs tole- 
rable. I know, Sir William, this 
propoſal will very much ſurpriſe 
you; but I have really ſet my heart 
upon the affair; and the happineſs 
of placing theſe worthy people in a 
ſtate of independence, will afford 
me more ſatisfaction than any I ever 
before experienced. Do not then 
make any attempt to deprive me 
of this ſo much wiſhed-for pleaſure; 
as they have too long been buried 
in obſcurity. Virtue, like theirs, 
deſerves a far better fate; and you 
tell me that you can no longer re- 
fuſe to return to town for a few 
weeks, During that period, I will 
make the neceſlary preparations for 
their reception, and accompany you 
on your next excurſion to Devon- 
ſhire in a chariot and pair, which I 
intend preſenting to Mrs, Saunders, 
Vol. I. ö that 
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that they may, when in Suffolk, 
have the benefit of taking the air; 
and the worthy ſteward, Mr. Durſan, 
ſhall act in that capacity ſtill. I 
have many tenants in that country; 
and he will be of great ſervièe to me, 
as I fhall not often Be there, to in- 
ſpect itito the management of my 
affairs. By this means I ſhall have 
the ſatisfaction of rendering all the 
little family happy, and at the ſame 
time of doing myſelf a very great 
pleaſure. Vour father will have no 
rexſon to object to your marrying 
this amiable girl, as he will look 


upon ker as my relation, and her 


fortune ſhall be more than anſwer 
his moſt ſanguine withes. There 
certainly can be-no real harm in this 
innocent ſtratagem, as our motives 
are ſtrictly virtuous. © I hall be 
quite impatient till I'know your 
ſentiments of this propoſal. Write, 
write immediately, and make me 


happy, 
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happy, by putting it in my power 
to beſtow happineſs and eaſe on your 


amiable friends. 


Adieu. 


ED. WoRTHY. 


LETTER XVII. 


SIR w. PEMBROKE, TO B. WORTHY, ESG. 


Londen, Soho Square. | 


NCE more, my friend, behold 
me involved in thedeepeſt diſ- 
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treſs. My father, by ſome means, 
has received intelligence that I 
have formed an attachment which is 
far beneath my rank; and, before 
I had received your laſt generous 
epiſtle, had done me the honour of 


a viſit at Roſe-hill. 


Ap 


pearances 


were very indifferent; for my tak+ 
ing up my reſidence at a mean farm 


H 2 


y 
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houſe, in ſo remote a part of the 

world, afforded great matter of ſpe- 
| culation for the old gentleman. 
| What could be my motives, unleſs 
ſome connexion which I was aſham- 
ed to own! The honeſt farmer 
and his wife underwent the ſtricteſt 
3 examination; but gold, all-powerful 
gold, had already deprived them of 
ſpeech, and rendered all inquiries 
fruitleſs. I pleaded a violent pen- 
chant for the country; enlarged 
greatly on the pleaſures ariſing 
from the rural ſports; and conclud- 
ed with ſaying, that the natural 
taſte I had for a country life had 
induced me to ſpend a few weeks in 
this delightful ſpot. But my father 
was not to be talked out of his 
ſenſes: he plainly ſaw through the 
deception; and declared, in the moſt 
peremptory terms, that I muſt im- 
mediately leave the place, unleſs I 

== would wiſh to forfeit all title to his 
parental affection; and added, _ 
. ä 1 


— — — 


— 
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if I continued to indulge a paſſion 
which was, by all accounts, fo 
much beneath my birth, the fair 
mignon of my heart ſhould be ſaeri- 
ficed to the reſentment of an injured 
father. Though you ſo carefully 
conceal the amiable object, depend 
upon it I ſhall diſcover her retreat, 
and ſhe ſhall be for ever ſecluded 
from your ſight. Theſe menaces 
rouſed me from a ſtate of inſenſi- 
bility, which had for ſome minutes 
taken poſſeſſion of all my faculties; 
and I immediately promiſed to quit 
the place, whenever it was agree- 
able to my father; that, as I knew 
myſelf clear from the imputation 
which he was pleaſed to lay upon a 
fon, who had always made it the 
ſtudy of his life to pay a ſtrict obe- 
dience to his every command, [ 
would immediately convince him of 
the injuſtice of his ſuſpicions, by go- 
ing that very evening to town. This 


H 3 compoſed 
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compoſed behaviour had the deſired 
effect; for he began to grow more 
calm; and ſaid, it was too late to 
think of returning before the next 
morning. Oh, Ned! picture to 
yourſelf my diſtreſſed ſituation, to 
be thus forced to diſguiſe my ſenti- 
ments. But deception was now ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; for I had to deal 
with a parent who I was convinced 
would leave no means untried to 
deprive me of a treaſure far more 
valuable than a diadem. I was in 
hopes that my oomplianee with his 
commands would ſilence his fears; 
and that in a few weeks I might 
again return, on pretence of an ex- 
eurſion to Bath; but then, to leave 
the place without ſeeing my beloved 
Ermina, was a trial that demanded 
all the reſolution I-was: maſter of. 
It was impoſſible to form any exculo 
for Aer "A EI 8 41 fi 
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What would I have given for 
one half hour's converſe with the 
lovely angel? But that bleſhng 
could not at any rate be purchaſed, 
not even to have an opportunity of 
acquainting Mrs. Saunders with 
your generous propeſal: hut in 
ſome meaſure to campenſate for the 
loſs, of that happineſs, I determined 
to write to my Ermina, and at 
the ſame time to her mamma, as 
Robert would in all probability 
be watched, if ſeen to go from the 
farm. I prevailed on the honeſt 
farmer to undertake the convey- 
ance of my letters; and dedicated 
all that night to the ſweet: employ- 
b On account of 
ſetting out early in the morning, 
we retired very ſoon to our apart- 
ments, which gave me full time 
to, communicate my due ſitntinn 
to this amiable woman. I ac- 
—— 5 1 e the petulance 
| 11 4 * LO OL af 
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of my father's temper; and re- 
peated every thing that had paf- 
ſed ſince his arrival at Roſe-hill; 
pleaded the violence of my paſſion 
for the ſweet Ermina in the moſt 
moving terms, and vowed never 
to be another's; but that the am- 
bition of my father would, I had 
but too much reaſon to fear, be 
an inſurmountable obſtacle to our 
happineſs, unleſs her charming 
daughter could be prevailed upon 
to conſent to make me the happi- 
eſt of mortals by a private mar- 
riage. This 1 urged in the moſt 
pathe:ic manner; and concluded 
with aſſuring her, that as ſoon as 
poſſible I would make another ex- 
curſion to their little cottage ; that 
nothing but the preſence of a 
watchful and imperious parent 
ſhould have deprived me of the 
happineſs of ſeeing them before I 
left the country; but that, for 
both our ſafety, this precaution 
Was 
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was neceſſary. In my epiſtle to 
the lovely girl I incloſed the mini- 
ature of myſelf, ſet round with 
brilliants; and intreated her to 
think ſometimes on him who lov- 
ed with the moſt ſincere affection. 
When I had finiſhed writing, I 
flung myſelf. upon the bed, and 
gave way to. the moſt dreadful re- 
flections. Sleep was a ſtranger to 
my eyes, and not one gleam of 
conſolation vouchſafed to dawn on 
my aftlited heart. I gave way to 
filent grief, till the hour: approached 
which was to convey me from a 
ſpot where I had ſpent ſo many 
happy hours, and attended my 
father in a ſtate of ſtupefaction. 
Happily for me, the gloom of 
my countenance was totally. obli- 
terated by the ſtill more EP 
morning. 
I have now been in town. a fort- 
night, and am not yet happy 
H 8 * enough 
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ſecs to find the moſt. diſtant ray 
of hope. | What extuſe can I make 
to leave this deteſted place? Difh- 
pation has no charms tor me; the 
fluttering coquets and giddy triflers, 
with which this place is filled, raiſe 
my contempt. 1 am continually 
making compariſons between theſe 
inſignificant creatures and my ami- 
able Ermina: comparifons, how- 
ever, that only ſerve to make me 
unhappy, as they plainly ſhew how 
bleſſed I once was, and how miſera- 
ble I now am. A party was laft 
night propoſed for Ranelagh, but 
I declined going; yet they dragged 
me with them, in ſpite of my viell 
That little lively rump, Kitty — 
fret, is a conſtant viſitor at my mo- 
ther's, and ſhe laughs me out of 
my ſenſes. My ſerious: countenance 
is not to be born; but I am in love, 
that ſhe can very plainly ſee. Poor 
creature! what Gs 
1 ut 
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but you muſt not eontinuer this 
MS Fort figure in town, poſi- 
* tively; Bir Wüliam. Good hea- 
vens J hat a metamorphoſe l che 
e gayeſt fellow 'of the age, to be 
thus ſpoĩ led for want of converſa- 
4: tion! ¶ cannot undertake the talk 
'$'of" bringing you to your former 
+ ſelf; this affected gravity fits v 
ill on the face of the "once ll 
ant Bir William“ 10 
Thus ddes my lively ie tun 
on: ſhe has this morning quite 
tired me with talking; I could not 
well refuſe to liſten to her, but lhe 
found me ſo tireſomely inatteative, 
that ſhe at laſt declared my eunue 
had entirely exhauſted her' patience, 
and left me o enjoy my own re- 
flections. I ſeized that opportunity 
of writing to my friend. Oh, Ned! 
you have never yet given me room 
to doubt the fincerity of your 


-Friendfhip. I am now going to 
11:09 H 6 claim 


——= 
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ii one proof of it. As it is im- 
poſſible for me, at preſent, to form 
any excuſe of leaving London, if 
you would make an excurſion to 
the retreat of Mrs. Saunders, it 
would afford me infinite ſatisfaction. 
Lou may then inform me whether 
your generous propoſal is received 
in / the manner you could wiſh. 
But I think it would be beſt firſt to 
acquaint the werthy woman of 
your intention by a letter, that 
your ſudden appearance at the .cot= 
tage may not alarm the little family. 
IJ have often mentioned you to Mrs. 
Saunders as my boſom friend, 
and have hinted how much you 
intereſted yourſelf in every thing 
hat concerns the happineſs of your 
friend. She already entertains the 
moſt favourable ſentiments of your 
character; and, as my particular 
friend, you may depend upon 
n with a kind * 
512 2 ut 


* 
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But I am interrupted. My attend- 
ance is deſired in the — Why 
will hn; not leave me to myſelf 3 
+ 38 egw pus 80872 V8 76 

IN CONTINUATION: "oe 
When 1 Arbe N Mifs Pom- 
fret met me at the bottom of the 
ſtairs. - © A charming group q of fe- 
males, Sir William! We are juſt 
« going to the Haymarket, places 
« are ſecured; but I was reſolved 
4 not to go, unleſs my young phi- 
« loſopher would be of the party. 
Come, come, ſaid ſhe, (taking 
« hold of my coat) I ſhall have no 
« excuſes, I aſſure you.“ In- 
« deed, Miſs Kitty, I cannot go; 1 
« have: promiſed to meet- a friend 
« this evening; it is an n Ke 
that I can no ways excuſe 
«© ſelf from.“ Pho, tell me for 
« of meeting a friend; you muſt, 
9 and ſhall be one of our party.” 

An 
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And intel the parlour ſhe drove me. 
Lil pleaded; my pre- engagement; 
Hut notone in the company would 
hear any excuſe; and 1 was at laſt 
obliged to yield to their intreaties. 
My ſiſter, Lady Cleirmont, rallied me 
ver much upon my ſuddeu change 

uf temper; and dectared, that if 1 
cuntinqed io behave in this evem- 

nlary manner, ſhe would . promote 

me to the honour of being her 
chaplain. Do, Madam, retorted 

Mis Pomfret, ſuch a charming 
4 fellow: in a pulpit would make 

„many converts; we ſhould: im- 


e mediately! forſake the playhoufe, 
u and atiach ne —y to 


* the c * 

In this manner did they tene me 
till we ſet out; but happy for me 
that the companions which were 
milotted me in the coach were of a 
Jeſs volatile diſpoſition; for I Was 
2 tired with their perſecutions. 
While 
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While I was at the opera, I had the 
pleaſure. of ſeeing Lady Sophia 
M. — enter With a young igentle- 
man in the military dreſs. His ten- 
der and reſpectſul behaviour to my 
fair friend, plainly. told me he was 
no other than Captain Pigget, the 
young gentleman who nad ſo long 
been maſter of her affections. 1 
was at too great a diſtanee to pay my 
compliments to them, till after, the 
entertainment was over; but joined 
them juſt as the captain was hand- 
ing his fair charge into the chariot. 
Lady Sophia expreſſed à great deal 

af pleaſure at meeting with me; 
and ſaid, ſhe ſhould be very glad to 
ſee me in Berkley Square. I am 
ready to think, from the chearful 
manner in which ſhe addreſſed me, 
that fortune has taken a propitious 
turn. Her admirer is really a very 
fine figure; his every feature ſeems 
as if formed to * the belle paſe 


fron, 
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un, and I dare ſay he is poſſeſſed 
of a very great ſhate of ſenſibility, 
A Lady of her refined ſentiments 
would never have ſaerificed ker 
beart to external attractions; unleſs 
blended with charms of a more per- 
manent nature. I intend calling on 
her to-morrow; and in my next I 
will inform you if my conjectures 
are rightly founded. In the mean 
time ſhall impatiently wait to hear 
the ſucceſs of your little excurſion; 
which the ſooner you make, the 
greater obligation it will confer on 


* our FRO but unhappy friend, 
PE. W. PEMB ROKE, 


| LETTER 


\ 
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LET TER XVIII. 
* WORTHY, ESQ, TO SIR wW. PEMBROKE, 


LAS, my friend ! how uncer- 
tain are all tranſitory pleaſures! 

Our viſionary ſchemes of happineſs 
are all vaniſhed; and how ſhall I 


_ unfold the dreadful tale? To be the 


meſſenger . of unwelcome. tidings is 
to me the hardeſt taſk in the world; 
but I will no longer keep you in 
this cruel ſuſpenſe. According to 
your deſire, I ſet out for Devonſhire 


immediately on the receipt of your 
letter. Never had 1 a more delight- 


ful journey; nor is it poſſible to 
expreſs the pleaſure I propoſed in 
making theſe amiable people happy. 
My. whole thoughts were engroſſed 
in contemplating on future: happi- 


neſs; but, alas! what is future? 
the preſent only is to be depended 


on. When [- arrived at Roſechill, 
21 70 1 took 
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I took no notice of the intention of 
my excurſion; but told the good 
man, that I had been recommended 
to his houſe by the young gentle- 
man who had lately leſt them; and 
added, that I ould. be glad to 
continue there a few days, if he 
could convenientlyacoommodate me. 
Imhe apartment which was appro- 


s priated to the uſe of Mr. Pembroke 


*© (replied; my hoſt) you may, Sir, 
% command as: long as is: agreeable 
© ta yourſelf: that worthy gentle- 
„man will always be thought of by 
«me with the higheſt eſteem: a 


« friend of his can never be unwel- 


come Oh, Sir (continued the 
* honeſt man, his eyes ſtreaming 
with tears of gratitude) yu know 
% not ho much Jam bound to pray 
or him. My little family always 
repeat his name with, a os end 


_ * reverence; © his generoſity 


9 enabled me to continue in be 
91 J « farm, 
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« farm; which otherwiſe I muſt 
have quitted, through the op- 


e preſſion of my landlord, after 


having lived in it above thirty 

6 Years.” 

Thus did the 8800 man run on 
in your praiſe; and after a great 
deal more diſcourſe on the ſame 
ſubject, L took an opportunity of 
ſauntering into the fields; and im- 
mediately bent my courſe © 


6 To the tall. mountain where the cottage lay.” 


I very ſoon found out the ſpot, 
which exactly anſwered the portrait 
given by your deſcriptive pen, and 
entered the ſacred retreat with the 
greateſt alaerity; but what a ſhock 
did J receive; when, upon gently 
tapping at the door, it Was opened 


53 


An, old wrinkle hug, wa . en 
„ 5 
8 11 


. — —— -— - 
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Her; tattered garments, patched 
with various, colours, would hardly 
ſerve to hide her withered: body; 
and at her horrid appearance 
ſtarted as if I had ſeen a ſpirit; and 
was ready to exclaim, with Don 
Diego in the Padlock, | | 

„Ah me! zh me! Is'r.a ſpectre I ſee 71 
| But recovering myſelf, 1 aſked 
if this was not the retreat of Mrs. 

Saunders. I know no Mrs. Saun- 
ders, not I; if you want me, 
my name is Goody Robbins.“ 
„J believe I have miſtook the 
* houſe ; but perhaps you could 
7 inform me here ſhe lives. 
e tell ye {replied the ill natured 
« hag) there is no ſuch perſon lives 
6 tf nor hereabouts. This 
was all the intelligence could 
get. The neatneſs of this little 
cottage, and the appearance of _ 
garden, very much anſwered 
deſcription ; but its rkabicanta 
were 
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were widely different. I was under 
the greateſt anxiety, and knew not 
how to act; but ſtill feeding myſelf 
with deluſive hope, I purfued my 
walk, thinking that fate would per- 

haps direct me to the ſacred ſpot ; 
but I might have walked till now. 
No other cottage prefented itlelf 
to my view; till at laſt, tired with 
fruitleſs ſearch, I returned-to the 
farm ; and, after ſome indifferent 
chat, I began to enlarge upon the 


beauties of the place ; told the ho- - 


neſt farmer what a delightful ram- 
ble I had been taking, and did not 
forget to admire the neatneſs of a 
little cottage which I had obſerved 
in my walk. Upon mentioning 
this, the good man fetched a deep 
ſigh, and ſaid, it wus indeed a neat 
little place, much too neat for its 
preſent inhabitants. Your friend 
„Mr. Pembroke, (continued he) 
4 ſpent many happy hours in that 
« retreat.” 
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ct retreat. Indeed! ; (replied I) 
“ For heaven's ſake what induce- 
„ment could he have to frequent 
<* a place where the inhabitants are 


« fo very deſpicable ?” 


« You miſtake me, Sir, The 
« people who now live there have 
„% not been come above a week. 
„When your friend was in De- 
e vonſhire, it was occupied by two 
«© Ladies ; the youngeſt was ſaid to 


be the handſomeſt perſon in the 


« world ; but, for my part, I ſhould 
% have been ignorant till now that 
there were any ſuch perſons 
« living, if it had not been for Mr. 
pembroke. But one of the La- 
* dies being taken ill, he ſent for a 


_ * nurſe out of the village; and ſhe 


« very foon furniſhed all her neigh- 
« bours-with a ſubject: nothing elſe 


was for ſome time talked of, but 
the beauty of this young Lady. 


” Nay, I once ſaw her myſelf; 
« and 
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e and the day your friend left us, 
© he aſked me to carry a letter to 
e the cottage. I went, and was 
received with the greateſt kind- 
* gneſs by the old Lady; and, be- 
&© fore I took my leave, her daugh- 
* ter came into the room. Upon 
« my foul I never faw ſuch a 
„charming creature.“ 

I could not help ſmiling at the 
rapturous manner in Which the 
good man pronounced the laſt ſen- 
tence; but interrupting him, I 
begged to know where they were 
gone. That, Sir, is not in my 
power to inform you; ſome ſay 
they are gone to France; for that 
« have heard was their native 
„country; but I cannot anſwer for 
the truth of this conjecture, 
© They left the place, without any 
e οne's knowing it, about nine 
* days ago; and fince they have 
been gone, the houſe has been 

et 
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let to ſome peaſants of the vil- 
« lage. This is all I know of the 
« affair; but the ſuddenneſs of 
their going has given riſe to va- 
4 rious conjectures. Some do not 
« ſcruple to ſay, that they were 
© Ladies of the Town, and accuſe 
« Mr. Pembroke of being their 
« keeper ; but this I always contra- 
dict, as I am certain it is a very 
e falſe report.” 
Oh, my friend! picture to your- 
ſelf the pain I felt while he related 
this ſtory. I was ſorry that they 
were gone; but much more ſo to 


hear that ſhe who was the idol of 


your heart ſhould be thus vilely 
ſlandered But I kept my ſenſa- 
tions to myſelf, and retired ęarly 
to my chamber; but not to reſt. 
My mind was too much. agitated 
to think of ſleep; and what ſtep to 
take I could not tell. It was vain 


to think of enquiring, as no one 
knew 
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to ſearch would be equally as fruit- 


leſs, unleſs I was poſſeſſed of the 
« clue of thread” which leads to 
their retreat. I ſhall continue here 
till I know what method you would 
have me take; but aſſure yourſelf you 
may diſpoſe of me- as you pleaſe, 
for, while J have life, it ſhall be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of my friend. 
Adieu ! 
Ever ours, 
E. Worry, 


LETTER XIX. 


SIR W. PEMBROKE TO E. WORTHY, ESq. 


H! my worthy friend, how 

kind are you, ſo much to in- 
tereſt yourſelf in my affairs. Was 
it not for your friendſhip, I ſhould 
be truly miſerable; I have now 
no other comfort left, My Er- 
Vo. I. I mina, 
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mina, lovely, bewitching girl, is 
flown; flown, and left me to black 
deſpair and grief, Where now 
ſhall J ſeek for happineſs? What 


could be the reafon of their leav- 
ing the cottage ſo abraptly? Mrs. 


Saunders was too ill to bear the 
fatigne of a long journey: it's im- 
poffible they ſhould be gone to 
Paris. 

My father ſurely cannot be at the 
bottom of this affair, tho' I know 


not what to think of it. But of this 


I am very ſure, my foul will never 
know repoſe till I have found out 
the place of their retreat. It muſt 
be in ſome ſequeſtered corner ; for 
Mrs. Saunders ſeemed fully deter- 
mined to end her days in retire- 
ment. Cannot you, my friend, make 
inquiries in the neighbouring vil- 
lages, if there are not two Ladies 
lately arrived? I am unwilling to 
think they have left —— 
1 
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If all our ſearches ſhould prove in- 
effeQtual, I will immediately leave 
the kingdom, and endeavour to 
divert my grief by a variety of 
ſcenes; but peace, I fear, will ever 
be a ſtranger to my breaſt. The 
day before I received your letter, I 
made a viſit to Lady Sophia M—, 
and was conducted into her dreſ- 
ſing- room. She was engaged in a 
tete a tete with Captain Piggot; 
but roſe with an air of gaiety at 
my entrance, and preſented me to 
her lover. This, Sir, is Sir Wil- 
«ham Pembroke, the gentleman 
to whom we are in a great mea- 
e ſure indebted for our preſent 
“ happineſs.” The Captain addreſſ- 
ed me in the moſt reſpectful man- 
ner, and faid he was extremely 
glad that fortune had favoured 
him with an opportunity of teſ- 
tifying his gratitude for the kind 
intereſt I had taken in his affairs. 

. I never 
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I never {aw a more ſenſible, agree- 
able young fellow in my life. At 
my requeſt Lady Sophia acquaint- 
ed me with the happy turn which 
fortune had taken in her favour ; 
but her little ſtory will be much 
more pleaſing if I relate it in her 
own words, for her Ladyſhip has 
a very elegant and eaſy way of 
expreſſing herſelf, even on the 
moſt trifling ſubjects. 
« After I had been a few days 
c at Chelſea, by the kind influence 
* which Sir William gained over 
the heart of Mrs. Seagrave, ſhe 
* not only condeſcended to pardon, 
& but allo to receive her unhappy 
„Sophia into her friendly protec- 
„ tion, My brother continued in- 
ce exorable, but the friendſhip of 
my worthy aynt bees for 
& the loſs of his affection, and I 
* found it was impoſſible to regain 
«32 * I would conſent to 
| * render 
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*© render myſelf for ever wretched. 
“ This facrifice was too great; and 
« T endeavoured to make myſelf 
e happy, in thinking that it was 
„much more praiſe-worthy to fol- 
« low the dictates of a heart actu- 
* ated only by innocence and ho- 
* nour, than it would have been 
to ſubje& myſelf to the will of a 
“e haughty and ambitious brother, 
« eſpecially in an affair which con- 
„ cerned all the future happineſs 
* of my life. Mrs. Seagrave not 
« only gave me leave to continue 
© my friendſhip with Captain Pig- 
* got, but declared he ſhould al- 
* ways be welcome at the Grove. 
Upon the firſt viſit, he became as 
« preat a favourite with this good 
% Lady as myſelf; for who can 
« deny merit its due? We paſſed 
e ur time for rather more than a 
month in the greateſt harmony; 
« but tranſitory pleaſures are of a 


T4 very 
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te very ſhort duration. Death, that 
*© cruel leveller, ſeized, with his icy 
arm, this beſt of friends. The un- 
© kind behaviour of my brother and 
*« Lady Charlotte had ſo violently 
* diſpleaſed Mrs. Seagrave, that ſhe 

* would not even ſee them during 
cher illneſs; and no one was ſut- 


„ fered to attend her but myſelf. 


© I ſpent a week in the greateſt 
* miſery; for who can behold fo 
% valuable a friend in the molt 


* dreadful diſtreſs, without being 


* ſenſibly affected? But all care 
« was ineffectual ; for ſhe every day 
y appeared to be drawing nearer 
<* to her diſſolution. One morning, 
* when J had been fitting ſome 
hours by her bed-fide, ſhe gave 
me a paper ſealed up. This was 
66 ber will, in which this generous 
« woman had left me heir to all 
bo her fortune, except a few lega- 


e cies to her old ſervants: theſe 


cc ſhe 
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„ ſhe provided for in acknowledg- 
« ment of their faithful ſervices. 
„ 'Fhe day before Mrs. Seagrave 
e departed, Captain Piggot being at 
„the Grove, ſhe called us to her 
bed- ſide, and, joining our hands, 
e invoked the power of Heaven to 
« ſhower down its choiceſt bleſſings, 
« and crown us with the moſt 
permanent felieity. Never was 
« there a more affecting ſcene. 
After the interment of: my aunt, 
« I left the country, and have been 
„in Berkeley - Square above a 
© week. My amiable friend, who 
e accompanied me to Hadley-Grove, 
< ſpends the greateſt part of her 
„time with me, The ſociety of 
« Miſs Piggot makes me amends 
for the loſs of my ſiſter, but 
& Charlotte never behaved - with 
half the friendſhip of my Delia,” 
Here Lady Sophia ended: her 
— lover ſeemed to liſten with 

14 rapture 


176 ERMINA; OR, 


rapture to every word which fell 
from her lips, for they were certainly 
formed for each other. Never did 
I ſee fo great a ſimilarity of ſenti- 
ments. Upon their repeated en- 
treaties . I ſtaid dinner, and pro- 
miſed to make one of their party 
the next evening at the play; but, 
alas! I then little thought what a 
damp my ſpirits would receive 
before that time arrived. Your 


_ dreadful news totally unhinged 


my gaiety; and it was not in my 
power to fulfil the engagement. 
Oh! my friend, how ſhall I ſup- 
port myſelf under this dreadful 


misfortune. But, perhaps, ſome 


friendly ftars may guide you to 
the retreat of my beloved Ermina : 
beauty, like her's, cannot long be 
hid in obſcurity. My greateſt fear 
is, that another will ſupplant me in 
her affections. What will not charms 


like her s tempt mankind to under- 
ö take ? 
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take? Oh! Ned, leave no me- 
thods untried to diſcover this an- 
gelic girl. My eternal happineſs 
depends on your ſucceſs in this 
affair. Tis heaven, when with 
& her; but, without her hell.” Till 
you can ſend more welcome news, 
I ſhall remain | 
Your truly wretched friend, 
VW. PEMBROKE, 


z. WORTHY, ESQ. TO SIR WM, PEMBROKE. 
| Tunbridge. 
AM at laſt returned, but, alas ! 
not crowned with victorious 
arms: my moſt indefatigable en- 
deavours to diſcover the retreat of 
your Ermina have proved ineffec- 
tual. To what unfrequented deſert 
they have flown, I cannot tell; 
but I fear you never more will 
I 5 ſee 


you look upon this diſappointment 
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| ſee this charming girl. The rea- 


ſon of their ſudden flight I can- 


not imagine, unleſs the prudence 


of Mrs. Saunders whiſpered her, 
that it would be wrong to en- 
courage her lovely daughter in an 
acquaintance that muſt unavoid- 
ably be attended with a great deal 
of unhappineſs; or perhaps her 
virtue was alarmed at your pro- 
poſing a private marriage. If fo, 
ſhe flies from your purſuit, and 
there is no hopes of ever: reco- 
vering this ineſtimable treaſure. 
It's to no purpoſe to enquire by 


the name of Saunders, as, without 


doubt, they do not go by that 
name. Fortune may perhaps, in 
ſome unlooked-for moment, pre- 
ſent her to your 'wiſhes, Let not 
deſpair take poſſeſſion of your 
ſoul; the ways of Providence are 
dark and intricate; and though 


— 4 
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as the greateft evil that could pot- 
ſibly befal you, it may prove the 
greateſt bleſſing. When under 
any affliction, the only method to 
alleviate our diſtreſs, 1s to think 
with Pope, that Whatever. is, 
« 1s right.“ I cannot agree to your 
leaving England. If you think a 
variety of objects will help to diſ- 
ſipate your gloom, you cannot 
be in a ſituation more ſuitable to 
your purpole than where you are 
at preſent : beſides, what excuſe can 
you make to your father? No, 
no, my friend, let my friendſhip 
for once prevail; I can't part with 
you. Next week I intend being in 
town; and, with the aſſiſtance of 
Miſs Pomfret and Lady Cleir- 
mont, hope to make you reſume 
your former gaiety. Perhaps your 
Intle fugitive may have taken a 
tour to her native country; if ſo, 
it is within the gloomy walls of a 
, I 6 - convent 
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convent that we muſt expect to 
find her. If you will promiſe to re- 
turn with me, I ſhall have no ob- 
jection to take a trip to Paris; 
for believe me, Sir William, I find 
myſelf as much intereſted. in this 
affair as if it nearly concerned 
my own happineſs ; and ſhould not 
grudge half my fortune to have 
the pleaſure of reſtoring the lovely 
girl to my enamoured friend. 
Your account of the propitious 
change in the fortune of the amia- 
ble Sophia, gives me inexpreſſi- 
ble ſatisfaction. But conſtancy 
and virtue ſeldom go unrewarded. 


« Good fortune ever waits on virtuous 4 
«And though a late, a fure reward ſucceeds.” 


Before I went into Devonſhire, I 
had given orders for every thing to 
de put in repair at my houſe in 
Suffolk, and had all the furniture 
changed. It is now fitted up ay | 

tae 
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the moſt elegant manner, but for 
who? The pleaſure which I pro- 
poſed in now and then paying a 
viſit to your amiable friends, is 
paſt deſcription; but thoſe charm- 
ing ſcenes of happineſs are now 
vaniſhed as a dream. I ſhall abſo- 
lutely grow as penſive as yourſelf, 
if I continue any longer to indulge 
this melancholy ſubject. Adieu. 
Believe me to be, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of the word, 


Your A and devoted friend, 
E. WogTHY. 


LETTER 


— - — 


— 1 — — — 
* C — — 


- — 
= 3 — = 
— — 


2 — 
— — — 


r w_——_—_  _ - — — — — 
— . - m _ — ——— — > >—— — 
* — — "I 


182 ERMINA; OR, 


LETTER XXI. 
ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX. 
3.—. 


ARE not you, my lovely Julia, 
ready to condemn your Er- 


mina for this tedious filence ? 
but how will your dove's eyes 
gliſten, when I acquaint you with 


the melancholy cauſe. My poor 


mamma—oh ! how ſhall I unfold 
the dreadful tale ! that beſt of pa- 
rents is now no more: her vir- 


tuous ſou} has reſigned itſelf to the 


peaceful grave, and is flown to 
the regions of eternal happineſs, 
there to receive the reward of all 
her virtues. But, alas! my Ju- 
lia, what a cruel fate is mine! 
left, as I am, wretched and friend- 
leſs in a wide world, to which I 
am an utter ſtranger. My ſituation 


18 deplorable indeed: 
« Forſook 
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« Forſook of all, and deſtitute of aid, 
« Of every ſtay, fave innocence and heaven.” 
Grief has taken entire poſſeſſion 
of my ſoul; my ſhatter'd thoughts 
will not admit one ray of comfort. 
The place I am now in, I am ſen- 
ſible, is a very improper ſituation ; 
but I cannot compoſe myſelf ſuth- 
ciently to ſeek a more eligible re- 
treat. I have loſt my deareſt, beſt 
of friends; and, with her, every 
hope of happineſs. What did not 
this worthy parent feel for her Er- 
mina? The thoughts of leaving 
me in this diſtreſſed ſituation over- 
whelmed her with the moſt poig- 
nant grief, Though almoſt ſuffo- 
cated with tears, I endeavoured to 
dry them up; and entreated her, 
in the moſt melting language, to 
lay aſide her concern for me, and 
conſult only the preſervation of a 
life that was infinitely dearer to me 
than my own. Mr. Dyrſan, was 


abſent 
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abſent at this melancholy period. I 
ſent to inform him of my mamma's 
illnefs, and entreated him to haſten 
his return ; but there are times 
when unforeſeen difaſters fall up- 
on us Without intermiſſion; thus 
it was with me. This good man, 
by a dreadful fall from his horſe, 
was ſo terribly hurt as not to 
be able to leave his bed when he 
received my letter. My mamma 
grew every day more weak; the 

uneaſy fondneſs ſhe had before 
expreſſed at the thoughts of leav- 
ing me, was changed into a per- 
fect reſignation to the Divine will; 
and, with a virtuous tenderneſs, 
ſhe reſigned me to His care, who 
can make the moſt melancholy 
events ſubſervient to our happi- 


neſs. 
About an hour Saltads he ex- 


pired, ſhe called me to her; and, in 


a Hunt voice, entreated ms to mo- 
derate 
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derate my grief: © Weep not for 
«* me, my dear Ermina; my 
e thoughts are placed on a better 
« world. I ſhall ſoon be no more. 
« But in what circumſtances do I 
leave you? How diſtracting is 
te the thought! How many cares 
« in which thou wilt be involved! 
* But it is God's will: his deſigns, 
e though impenetrable, are perhaps 
„ more to thy advantage than I 
„ now think of. Be ever, my 
« deareſt child, inflexibly virtuous, 
% and conſtantly remember your 
© pious education; the riches of 
« the mind is the nobleft treaſure - 
* that could be left you. It is 
« true, my dear, it will not pre- 
« vent your wanting the comforts 
* of this world; though, it is not 
** improbable, that your virtue may 
« meet its reward, even in this 
te tranſitory life. Virtuous minds 
are ſcarce; ; but thoſe who eſteem 

virtue 
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„virtue are not. The ſcorners of 
“ vyirtue, who boaſt of their guilty 
* triumphs, always condemn the 
** women they ſeduce ; degrade, de- 
ſpiſe, and abandon them to re- 
< proach and miſery. You are in- 
+ deed lovely! but, oh! take care 
„that thoſe charms lead you not 
© to deſtruction; for if theſe ex- 
© terior- perfections ſhould betray 
“you to loſe your purity and in- 
© nocence, you will have reaſon to 
* with you had been as deformed 
as you now are lovely. Never 
ti neglect to ee thy ob- 
& ligations to the Divine Being; 
« may his goodneſs {ſurround you, 
„ and guide you through the dan- 
« gereus paths of youth. I have 
& always endeavoured to inculcate 
Lin your tender mind the love of 
t virtue. Value yourſelf then, my 
* dear Ermina, upon your purity 
8 of ſoul, and conſcious innocence. 
1 1 know 
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« I know you {till entertain the 
ce warmeſt ſentiments for Sir Wil- 
« liam Pembroke; but, oh] my 
e child, be cautious; his father will 
“never ſuffer him to marry a per- 
“ ſon ſo much beneath him in 
* point of fortune, and I conjure 
* you, by the ſtrict obedience you 
© have ever ſhewn me, never con- 
« ſent to be his, unleſs his father 
* conſents to. receive you as a 
daughter; for private marriages 
«* are pon attended with un- 
* happineſs. The accompliſhments 
« you are miſtreſs of, = which, 
„till now, have been your amuſe- 
« ment, you muſt now, my dear 
C Ermina, turn to your advantage. 
% You may, perhaps, never more 
* ſee Sir William. He is at pre- 
« ſent ignorant of our retreat. May 
* he long remain ſo, as his preſence 
* would only ſerve to diſcompoſe 
your mind. Here her voice 
faultered, 


together. This beſt of parents was 
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faultered, and ſhe was unable to 
proceed. You are, my Julia, with- 
out doubt, impatient to know my 
anſwer. Indeed I could make none, 
for grief took away the power of 
ſpeech, and had ſwallowed up all 
the faculties of my ſoul. But the 


impreſſion the words of this dying 


parent made upon my mind 1s too 
deeply rooted ever to be forgotten. 
Soon after, my dear mamma was 
taken in a ſtrong fainting fit. In a 
frenzy of deſpair I called upon her 
in the loudeſt manner; but ſhe 
was no longer in a condition to 
anſwer me. She took hold of my 
hand, and feemed expiring with a 
countenance all tenderneſs and ſe- 


renity. Unable to ſupport this 


fhock, I fell to the ground, and 
had a ſhort refpite from the agony 
in which I was involved ; but my 
fenſes and my affliction returned 


no 
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no more. Every diſtreſſing cir- 
cumſtance was painted on my heart 
in the moſt lively colours. Oh! 
what a fund of grief can enter into 
the human heart. How extenſive 
our capacity for miſery, and how 
keen our ſenſibility!) My cries 
brought all the family round me 
(for we had removed from our little 
cottage about a week before this 
melancholy period); they ſpoke to 
me, but I could only anfwer by my 
fighs and tears. They ſoon found 
out the cauſe of my affliction, for 
J fainted again, and was conveyed 
out of this chamber of mourning. 
When I came to mylelf, the tears 
ceaſed to flow; but what a condition 
J was afterwards in, 1 need not tell 
you; my Julia can better form an 
idea of my miſery than I expreſs it. 
While our minds are ſerene and 
undiſturbed, we reaſon upon the 
neceſſity of patience ; but when 

borne ' 
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borne down by the tide of affliction, 
and have loft all that is dear, all 
that makes life deſirable, how can 
we ſupport the dreadful ſhock ? 1 
was now left alone in a large world; 
what little ftock of money 1 had 
was not ſufficient to continue me 
in a ſtate of independence; but the 
good woman, in whoſe houſe [ 
lodged, behaved with the greateſt 
humanity and tenderneſs; and 
aſſured me her houſe ſhould always 
be at my fervice. But I cannot 
think of continuing here any lon- 
ger than till the return of Mr. Dur- 
ian. Poor old man, how will he 
be afflicted at the death of his wor- 
thy miſtreſs! but this ſubject, my 
Julia, only ſerves to increaſe my 
miſery. | 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


Oh ! my friend, how ſhall I ſup- 
port this ſecond ſhock? this good 
man expired three days ago. The 
hurt which he received from his 
late misfortune, threw him into a 
violent fever, which was terminated 
by his death. How terrible is the 
ſituation of your Ermina ! I have 
now no other friend except my 
Julia; and, diſtracting thought, ſhe 
is at too great a diftance to pour 
the balm of conſolation into the 
boſom of her wretched friend. 
Deſtitute and friendleſs as I now 
am, I muſt, if poſſible, throw off 
this lethargy of woe, and think of 
ſome method to obtain a future 
ſupport. My hoſteſs has a ſiſter 
in the neighbourhood, who is in 
the millinery buſineſs. Mrs. La 
Blond appears to be a worthy wo- 
man; ſhe has been ſeveral times 

with 
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with me ſince I loſt my dear mam- 
ma; and by her ſenſible - converſa- 
tion has very much gained my 
eſteem. Beſides, her being a Pari- 
ſian, in my eyes is a very great 
recommendation, But methinks I 
hear my Julia aſk, what ſervice this 
woman can be to her Ermina ? 
Why, my dear, I'Il tell you: By 
lodging with Mrs. La Blond, I 
ſhall have an opportunity of aſ- 
fiſting her in her buſineſs; the 
profits of which will maintain me, 
till I can procure a more advan- 
tageous ſituation. What a humili- 
ating circumſtance for one who was 
born to better fortune ! But I will 
not repine at the will of Provi- 
dence, fate may ſtill have ſome un- 
expected gifts in ſtore. No, I will 
baniſh all theſe gloomy reflections, 
and comfort myſelf 


« In that ſweet thought which goodneſs 
«© boſams ever. 
Shall 
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Shall I, my Julia, own the weak- 
neſs of my refractory heart? I find 
it 1s not in my power to baniſh this 
Sir William from- my thoughts. 
Though overwhelmed in miſery, 
his image is always preſent in my 
imagination ; but teach me, my 
deareſt friend, to conquer this 
fooliſh paſſion. I think I have not 
yet acquainted you with the reaſon 
of our leaving the cottage. Oh! 
my love, that thought diſtracts me! 
but, not to keep you any longer in 
ſuſpence, I will begin. Three or 
four days after my laſt letter, my 
poor mamma was taken ill, and Sir 
William, with the tenderneſs of a 
relation, ſent immediately for all 
neceſſary aſſiſtance. Never did any 
one expreſs ſuch anxiety and care; 
for he was never abſent from our 
cottage till the recovery of my 
mamma. The care and tenderneſs 
which he ſhewed in every action, 

Vol. I. K gained 
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gained fo much upon my heart, 
that I could not conceal my prepoſ- 
ſeſſions in his favour, and I entirely 
gave myſelf up to the charming 
pleaſure of loving and being be- 
loved. For ſome weeks our time 
paſſed in the moſt delightful man- 
ner imaginable; but my happineſs 
was but of a ſhort duration. Sir 
William had been abſent two days 
from our retreat, when I received, 
by the hands of the farmer at whoſe 
houſe my lover had taken up his 
reſidence, the following letter, in- 
cloſed in another to my deareſt 


mamma : 


“% Oh! my beloved Ermina, what 
e a dreadful trial! an ambitious and 
« cruel parent tears me from your 
« charming fociety. Be affured, 
&« that nothing but the ſafety of my 
ever adorable girl ſhould force 


me to comply with the commands 
FI 
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* of an imperious father. But the 
e thoughts of expoſing you to the 
effects of his paſſion, ſurmounts 
4 eyery other thought; and that 
e muſt unavoidably be the conſe- 
« quence if I refuſe to accompany 
„him. The threats which 1 al- 
« ready have received fill me with 
« the greateſt uneaſineſs; but, at 
« preſent, I believe he is ignorant 
« of the retreat of my amiable 
% Ermina ; and my compliance with 
„ his commands will, in ſome mea- 
„ ſure, help to baniſh his ſuſpicions. 
In a few weeks I hope to have 
* an opportunity of returning to 
** that peaceful cottage where all 
my happineſs commenced; and, 
« at the ſame time, to convince my 
beloved girl of the ſincerity of 
* my paſſion a paſſion too ar- 
e dent ever to admit of a decreaſe. 
* Aſſure yourſelf, my deareſt Er- 
mina, that nothing but the power 
| i: « of 
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* of an ambitious father ſhould hin- 
** der me from immediately offer- 
ing my hand, where my heart has 
** ſo long yielded itſelf a voluntary 
* captive. But, alas! that is not 
* 1n my power, unleſs my angelic 
„ girl will condeſcend to make me 
** the happieſt of my ſex by a 
„private marriage. When the in- 
“ difloluble knot is tied, my fa- 
© ther's anger will avail but little, 
© as it will not be in his power to 
* deprive me of the partner of my 


„ heart. But was he now to know. 


of our affection, he is ſo impla- 
© cable in his reſentments, that 
* we ſhould have every thing to 
„fear. I hope my amiable Er- 
“ mina will not look upon this pro- 
„ poſal as an offence to her deli- 
* cacy; for J am convinced her 
© good ſenſe will acknowledge the 
“ juſtneſs of my reaſoning, and 


* pardon a freedom which nothing 
but 
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« have urged me to have taken. 
** Heaven can witneſs with what 
« extreme delight I ſhould receive 
e the ineſtimable bleſſing of my 
« Ermina's hand, in the moſt pub- 
« lic manner, was it conſiſtent with 
% my duty to a parent, who, in 
te every other reſpe& but that of 
« diſpoſing of me for life, has al- 
« ways ſhewn himſelf the moſt in- 
« dulgent of fathers. Time may 
* perhaps alter his ſentiments ; till 
. * then we may conceal our union. 
% My fortune, though it will be 
i preatly increaſed at the death of 
e my father, is at preſent very in- 
© conſiderable. Let me then, my 
* angel, have the ſweet delight of 
« ſharing it with you. 


K 3 1 
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te thine ; 

« Tf to the various bleflings which kind 
« Heaven 

% Has lavidh'd, thou wilt add that bliſe, 

« That deareſt bliſs, the power of bleſſing 
„ thee,” 


„ The incloſed miniature begs 
« your acceptance; deign, my be- 
« loved Ermina, ſometimes to be- 
« ſtow a tender thought on the 
« original; and aſfure yourſelf that 
« 1 ſhalt return to Devonſhire in a 
« few weeks; when I hope to have 
the inexpreſſible happineſs of 
** convincing my lovely girl how 

« much 1 am 

„Her fincere adorer, 

„W. PEMBROEE.“ 


What would my Julia have 
thought of this epiſtle? For my 
part I was quite intoxicated with 
joy; and determined to give my 
hand to this amiable man as foon 

as 
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as he returned. While J was in- 
dulging myſelf in this pleaſing 
contemplation, and gazing with 
raptures on his dear reſemblance, 
my mamma entered the room (ſhe 
had retired to give me an oppor- 
tunity of perufing my letter); the 
— of my heart were but 
too viſible on my countenance. I 
eagerly gave her my epiſtle; and 
at the ſame ex claimed, Is not Sir 
„William the moft amiable of his 
« ſex?” My mamma madenoanſwer, 
but with the greateſt compoſure 
ran over the contents: when ſhe 
had finiſhed, with her eyes ſwim- 
ing in tears, ihe intreated me to 
think no more of Sir William. 
„How, deareſt Madam! lin- 
« terrupted I) muſt I think no more 
Jof him? Is not he the moſt wor- 
* thy of mankind ?” 
It is on that account I would 
© have you endeavour to forget 
K 4 © him, 
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„him. He is too good, too ge- 
*« nerous to be rendered miſerable; 
“ and that he certainly muſt be if 
his father conſents not to your 
union. Our family has already 
s ſuffered by a private marriage; 
* to that all our preſent misfor- 
* tunes are owing. No, my deareſt 
„ child, I hope you will never 

« make ſo ill a return to his ge- 
e nerous paſſion, as to draw upon 
% an amiable man the curſe of 
« diſobedience; a ſource from 
« whence every miſery is ſure to 
« ſpring. You muſt no more ſee 
„Sir William; the facrifice I 
% know is great; but the greater 
ill be your honour. His fa- 
ether has already uttered threats 
« which he is very likely to put in 
© execution, ſhould he diſcover 
„our retreat. Ambition knows 
e no bounds! a man of his power 


5 may prove a dangerous enemy: 
0 
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« but Mr. Durſan ſhall immediately 
e ſeek out a more elegible ſitua- 
& tion, tho* not in ſo remote a 
„place, to which we will retire 
in a few days, and by this means 
* ſhall perhaps avoid diſcovery.” 
All this time I ſpoke not a word, 
but ſtood almoſt petrified with 
grief and ſurpriſe. At laft the 
tears, no longer to be eontrouled, 
burſt in torrents from my over- 
charged eyes. When I had thus 
vented my ſorrow, I grew more 
calm, and promiſed my dear 
mamma always to be guided by 
her, in every action of my life; 
but could not help adding, that 
this was the moſt ſevere trial I had 
ever met with. You are indeed, 
« Madam, too haſty. Let me, on 
my knees, entreat you not to 
« leave our cottage till the return 
of Sir William, fortune may per- 
Ten” PIR « haps 
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«© haps by that time have taken a 
“ propitious turn.“ 

« Delays, my deareſt child, are 
„dangerous, and the ſureſt road 
„to ſafety is by flight, The vil- 

lage is already full of the moſt 

e vile ſuggeſtions, and ſcruple not 
* to ſay, that you are the miſtreſs 
* of Sir William. 


« Virtue itſelf *ſcapes not calumnious ſtrokes,” 


Would you, my dear Ermina, 
« „ wiſh] to continue here at the ex- 
* pence of your reputation? a 

* jewel, which, when once ſullied, 
* never regains its luſtre. If fate 
* has deſtined you for Sir William 
% Pembroke, nothing can alter the 
„ decree; and were we even to 
T* ſhelter ourſelves in the moſt un- 
I frequented deſart, ſtill it would 
{© not prevent the deſigns of fate.” 
—v In this manner did the beſt of 


parents reaſon with me, till I be- 
| 2 gan 
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gan to acknowledge the juſtneſs of 
her arguments. I was reſolved no 
longer to oppoſe her will who had 
certainly a right to direct all my 
ſteps; and immediately prepared 
to quit that ſpot where 1 had 
lately paſſed ſo many happy days ; 
days and hours never to be re- 
called. It is impoſſible for the 
moſt deſcriptive pen to paint the 
anguiſh of my mind; I ſtruggled, 
but in vain, to conceal the torture 
of my burſting heart ; my mamma 
endeavoured, by every method in 
her power, to ſooth my mind into 
its former ſerenity; but my grief 
was too violent to admit of any 
alleviation. We left our cottage, 
and retired to the lodgings where 
J now am, in leſs than a week 
after the receipt of Sir William's 
letter. The change of air, and 
variety of feenes, in ſome meaſurd-- 
helped to diſſipate my gloom 5 but 
80 K 6 his 
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his image was too deeply impreſſed 
ever to be removed. About a fort- 
night after our arrival at B-—, 
my mamma was ſeized by the cold 
hand of death; and poor Durſan 
was killed by an unlucky fall. 
4 hus, my Julia, you may plainly 
ee 


4 That one woe treads upon another's heel, 
« So faſt they follow,” 


Oh ! was it poſſible for you to be 
here with a wiſh, (but that's a 
bleſſing which hard fate denies me) 
how would you ſtart to ſee your 
Ermina, ſo lately in the bloom of 
health, almoſt withered to a ſkele- 
ton; and Sir William could no lon- 


ger know me to be the ſame, was 


he now to meet me. Mrs. Smyth 
(the miſtreſs of the houſe — . 
lodge) tells me I muſt uſe a great 
deal of exerciſe, 1 in order to regain 
my 9 and is always drag- 


ging 
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ging me into the fields. Was it 
not for this good woman, I believe 
I ſhould never ſtir out of my room, 
but give way to a melancholy that 
preys continually on my ſpirits. 
When I find myſelf a little reco- 
vered, I intend removing to Mrs. 
La Blond's ; work will be the on- 
ly thing to divert my thoughts, 
which at preſent are employed on 
too intereſting a ſubject, for I ſpend 
whole hours in gazing on the dear 
reſemblance of him, whoſe face 
I ſhall perhaps never more behold. 
Adieu my Julia; I'll write no lon- 
ger, leſt I ſhould infed you with 
my melancholy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


| | Bon_— 

. my Julia, I reſume my 
pen, though it's impoſlible 

my laſt ſhould have yet reached 
Paris. I have been a week at my 
new habitation, and am as happy 
as it is poſſible for a perſon in 
my depreſſed ſituation. Mrs. La 
Blond. is a very agreeable, lively 
woman: the great ſhare of fpi- 
rits ſhe poſſeſſes, helps greatly to 
remove my gloom. There is ano- 
ther young lady lodges with her; 
but the little beauty ſhe poſſeſſes, 
renders her ſo extremely affected 
and reſerved, that we are not 
often troubled with her company. 
If there is any. gentleman in 
the ſhop, ſhe is ſure to trip down 
ſtairs on pretence of purchaſing 
; ſome 
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ſome little trifle, that ſhe may 
have an opportunity of ſhewing 
herſelf. Mrs. La Blond ſays, . ſhe 
is the verieſt coquet in nature; 
and declares, that was ſhe not a 
very advantageous boarder, ſhe 
would not put up with her capri- 
cious humours. As I do not with 
to be taken notice of, I generally 
work in the back parlour. The 
firſt afternoon that I was here, this 
affeted piece of goods made an 
excuſe of wanting a pattern, on 
purpoſe to have an opportunity 
of ſatisfying her curioſity. When 
ſhe entered the room, I was very 
attentive on a book which I had 
juſt taken from my little library, 
Far roſe to ſalute her with the 
uſual compliments. Without tak- 
ing any notice of me, ſhe flung 
herſelf into a chair; and -rudely 
ſtaring in my face, turned to Mrs. 
La Blond. The girl is really 

7 « very 
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& very pretty, ſuch a ſhop-maid 
"y will undoubtedly bring many 
« cuſtomers. (Then ſtaring at me 
« again) how old are you, child?“ 
The freedom of this ſpeech quite 
diſguſted me, and without making 
my fine lady any anſwer to an im- 
pertinent queſtion, I caſt on her 


the moſt contemptuous look, and 
walked out of the room. 


When I was gone, Mrs. La 
Blond informed her of her error, 
and told her I was no ſhop-maid, 
but a young lady of very good fa- 


mily; and took the _—_— of 


adding, that the appellation of girl, 
which ſhe had pleaſed to beſtow 
on me, was a title far beneath a- 
perſon of my accompliſhments. Is 
not the behaviour of this woman 
uncommonly friendly? I am ready 
to look upon her as my guardian 
angel ; and am never better pleaſed 


than when I have it in my power 
to 
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to teſtify my gratitude by any lit- 
tle ſervices. Ever ſince this affair, 
Miſs Townſhend has treated me 
in a more reſpectful manner, and 
is often very ſolicitous for me to 
accompany her in her little par- 
ties of pleaſure; but I have al- 
ways declined it. The natural 
propenſity ſhe has for flirtation, 
by no means ſuits my taſte. The 
little I know of the world teaches 
me, that a coquet is a very dan- 
gerous companion: it is a cha- 
racter, which, of all others, I ab- 
hor; and at once excites my com- 
paſſion and contempt. Charmed 
with the power of pleaſing, the 
coquet employs all her art to ſuit 
the taſte of her admirers. Some- 
times ſhe appears gay and eaſy; 
the next with a countenance ſoft 
and languiſhed, adorned with 
all the tender graces. Thus, with 


varied charms, ſhe ſtrives to re- 
tain 


210 _ERMINA; OR, 


tain the fickle ſex: is every wo- 
man in one; and, by turns aſ- 
fuming each perfection, ſuits her- 
ſelf to the inconſtancy of man- 
kind. 

How vain are ſuch ſnares! how 
unlikely to retain a man of ſenſe 
and honour! © *Tis virtue, vir- 
tue alone that is the univerſal 
„ charm, to which all hearts ſe- 
« cretly Pay an humble adoration.“ 


« Though time all other charms removes, 
It heightens virtue, and improves.” 


And when united with a ſweet 
complaiſance, and open freedom 
of ſoul, which triumphs in the 
face, and ſparkles in the eyes of 

a lady of good ſenſe and good- 


4 it needs not the empty 
blandiſhments which the coquet 
is ſo immenſely fond of. Pardon 
me, my Julia, for making this long 
digreſſion; but I write as if eon- 

| verſing 
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verſing, and communicate my 
thoughts juſt as they occur. 

Mrs. La Blond very ſeldom goes 
out, but when buſineſs will permit 
we pals our time in walking, or 
in reading ſome entertaining au- 
thor. In ſhort, this worthy wo- 
man treats me as her daughter in 
every reſpect, but my moſt plea- 
ſing amuſement I am at preſent un- 
happily enough to be deprived of. 
You know, my dear, what an ex- 
traordinary taſte I have for mu- 
ſic, but the ſmallneſs of my room 
will not permit me to have my 
harpſichord, and I ſhould be very 
unwilling to put Mrs La Blond 
to any incovenience. 1 was this 
morning mentioning my pencbant 
for this amuſement ; and ſhe very 
obligingly propoſed making room 
for the inſtrument in the parlour 
where we generally ſit. f 

a 
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In this manner does ſhe take every 
method to make me happy; and 
Providence is very kind to your 


Ermina, in raiſing me ſo kind a 


friend, at a time when I had 
leaſt room to expect it. Deſtitute 
of every thing that could render 


life a pleaſure, I gave way to af- 


fliction. Thoughtleſs, giddy Ermina 
to diſtruſt that God who never de- 
ſerts the innocent, when eve 

thing which preſents itſelf to our 


view ſo plainly ſpeaks his power! 


'© All Nature's various face informs my ſenſe 


Of an all-wiſe, all-powerful Providence.” 


But I muſt throw aſide my pen, 
my opinion is required below; 
Miſs' Townſhend declares ſhe will 
not fix upon the pattern of her 
new negligee till I have given my 
ſentiments upon it. I imagine the 
diſcuſſion of this important affair 
will take up ſome time, ſo will 

conclude 
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conclude my epiſtle before I at- 
tend her. This buſy intruder, Love, 
ſtill maintains its hold, nor can I 
poſſibly baniſh it from my breaſt. 
Write ſoon, my deareft Julia, and 
teach your Ermina the art of con- 
quering an aſpiring, hopeleſs paſ- 
ſion. 

ERMINA. 


LETTER XXIII. 


MISS JULIA DEVEREUX TO ERMINA, 
Paris. 
APPY ſhould I be, was it in 
my power to aiford my amia- 
ble friend that conſolation of which 
ſhe ſo much ſtands in need. But 
alas! my Ermina, the power of 
your Julia will not reach ſo far. 
How ſincerely do I lament the 
loſs you have ſuſtained ! but virtue 
like your's will always raiſe new 
iriends, 
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friends. The charaQter you have 
given me of Mrs. La Blond, very 
much pleaſes me, it has quite diſ- 
pelled thoſe fears, which took poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart when I read your 
firſt melancholy epiſtle ; for in the 
general, theſe milliners are people 
of eaſy virtue, and are too often the 
betrayers of the innocent. The 
little acquaintance you have had 
with the world, renders you, my 
deareſt friend, unſuſpecting, and 
more liable to be impoſed on. Pro- 
vidence has kindly guided you to a 
woman of honour; you are there- 
fore ſafe from the attempts which 
are made on virtue, eſpecially when 
accompanied with beauty and inno- 
cence like your's. But I by no means 
like your Miſs Townſhend, I am 


quite diſguſted with her behaviour 


to my Ermina ; in my opinion ſhe 
is a very bad companioh for a per- 


ſon of your amiable diſpoſition. But 
I dare 
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I dare ſay I may diſpel my fears, as 
my deareſt friend is too firmly fixed 
in the paths of virtue, to ſuffer 
herſelf to be led aſide by the al- 
lurements of vice, though dreſt in 
the moſt enticetang garb. Your 
preſent ſituation I think no bad 
one, but ſhould be much happier 
to ſee you fixed in one more ſuit- 
able to your birth and education. 
Can I prevail on my amiable 
friend once more to return to her 
native country ? how happy would 
ſuch a compliance make your Julia! 
with pleaſure ſhould I ſpend my 
little fortune, if my Ermina will 
condeſcend to partake of it; the fa- 
vour which I ſhall receive from 
your granting this requeſt, will ren- 
der the obligations mutual, and at 
the ſame time render me the hap- 
Pieſt of my ſex. With what plea- 
ſure may we rove through the fer- 
tile meads, and talk over our un- 


happy 
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happy loves! The ſimilarity of our 
ſentiments will make us the moſt 
delightful companions; we will ba- 
niſh our fruitleſs paſſion from our 
breaſts, and leave room for no 
other ſenſations but thoſe of the 
pureſt friendſhip. May I, my dear 
Ermina, preſume to hope my ſcheme 
will meet with approbation ? if not, 
I ſhall very ſoon retire to the 
gloomy convent, and converſe only 
with green and yellow virgins, 
worn out with faftings and with 
prayers, for 1 am reſolved to leave 
the world, as ſoon as the charming 
Stainville has reſigned himſelf to 
my happy rival: and that, alas! 
will be in a little time, as every 
thing is preparing for this hated 
marriage, the bane of all my hap- 
pineſs. If my Ermma will again 
return to Paris, I will think no 
more of a convent, but retire to a 


country leat, where we may ſpend 
the 
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the remainder of our days in peace 
and innocence, and forget there 
ever was ſuch a creature as © vari- 
able man.” 

I ſhall be quite impatient till I 
know your determination; there- 
fore write immediately, my friend; 
and give me leave to hope you 
will make your Julia happy. 


' * 9 » rr, „ * 


LETTER XXIV. 


ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX. 


B. mY 


HIS noble, generous pro- 
poſal, convinces me of the 
ſincerity of my Julia's friendſhip : 
but, at the ſame time, I muſt with 
equal ſincerity Gow the accept- 


F 


ance of it. No, my love, I can 
never think of ks to Paris, 
Vo. I I, L while 
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while there is a bare poſſibility of 
my ever meeting with Sir William 
Pembroke ; though, in compliance 


with the defires of my dear depart- 
ed mamma, I here vow never to be 


his, unleſs our union is firſt au- 
thoriſed by his father. But the 


thoughts of being in the ſame 


kingdom, is more ſupportable than 
it would be to live at ſo great a diſ- 
tance, and where, in all probabi- 
lity, 1 ſhould never fee him more. 


My Julia, I am convinced, will not 


attribute this refuſal to a want of 
friendſhip, ſhe is too well acquainted 
with the ſincerity of her Ermina's 
heart. Make yourſelf quite eaſy, 
my dear, and aſſure yourſelf that 
my friendſhip can never admit of 
a decreaſe. My ſituation, at Mrs, 
La Blond's, is perfectly agreeable, 


and was it not for a few. ſighs, 


which now. and then intrude upon 
my heart, I ſhould begin to think 
r myſelf 
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myſelf happy. Mrs. Smyth 1s our 


conſtant vilitor.; with theſe two 
worthy ſiſters, and a few friends of 
their's, my time paſſes very agree- 
ably. Miſs Townſhend does not 
often make one of our party: ſhe 
has lately made a new conqueſt, 
which at preſent ſeems to engroſs 
all her attention; a ſmart Lieutenant 
that is quartered in the town is the 
preſent object of her affection, and 
to violent is her attachment, that 
ſhe cannot go any where unleſs the 


dear fellow, as ſhe: always ſtiles 


him; is at her elbow. 


Yeſterday my harpſichord was 


brought from Mrs. Smyth's, and J 
am going to practiſe a little, in 
order to recover my fingering. 


My late misfortunes have taken off - 


my attention from every thing, and 
{ fear I ſhall want a great deal of 
practice, before I ſhall be able to 
play with my former eaſe. 


ag £ IN 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


Good heavens, my Julia, how I 
have been frightened! This tire- 
ſome girl, finding I had a taſte for 
muſic, inſiſted upon my ſpending 
an afternoon in her apartment, aſ- 
ſuring me that ſhe did not expect 
company. Mrs. La Blond ſaid, 
ſhe thought I might venture to 
grant Mits Townſhend's requeſt, 
as her lover was that morning gone 
out of town, Accordingly I com- 
plied, and we amuſed ourſelves the 
greateſt part of the afternoon with 
our muſic till about ſeven, when I 
aroſe to take my leave, but ſhe de- 
clared I ſhould not leave her fo 
ſoon, ard immediately reſeated me. 

We entered into a moſt lively chat, 
and I had juſt acquieſced in her re- 
queſt of ſpending the remaindey of 
the evening in her apartment, when 
the Lieutenant entered, accompanied 


by 
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by another officer. Upon ſeeing 
theſe gentlemen, I reſolved imme- 
diately to decamp, and told Miſs 
Townſhend, I would make her a 
longer viſit another time, but for 
the preſent muſt beg to be excuſed 
ftaying the even. Indeed, Ma- 
dam, laid the two gentlemen, 
with the molt gallant air, if you 
„ leave Miſs Townſhend, we fhall 
* be very unhappy, as it can be 
nothing but our prefence which 
« occaſions this ſudden reſolution, 
and ſooner than deprive the 
young Lady of ſo amiable a com- 
„ panion, we will immediately take 
* our leave.” I aflured them their 
preſence was not the motive of my 
leaving Miſs Townſhend. © To 
© convince us of that, replied one 
& .of the gentlemen, let ns, dear 
% Miſs, prevail on you to ſtay.” 
In vain were all excuſes, I was 
obliged to comply, and the re- 
3 mainder 
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mainder of the evening was ſpent 
in the moſt agreeable manner. It 
will be needleſs to repeat the com- 
pliments I received from the young 
officer, but believe me, my Julia, 
they were loſt upon your Ermina, 


Flattery never finds a paſſage to my 


heart; and the tale of love has no 
charms for me, unleſs it flows from 
the lips of my Sir William; but I 


| ſhall perhaps never more ſee that 


moſt amiable of men. Diſtracting 


thought! How I wander from my 
ſubject. I was going to tell you 


the fright I have juſt met with, 
when my pen, ever ready to make 
this charming man its ſubject, led 
me inſenſibly from my ſtory. This 


morning, as I was ſitting in the back 


parlour, playing an air out of the 
Serenata of Solomon, I was ſurpriz- 
ed by the appearance of the officer 


whom I had before ſeen at Miſs 


Townſhend's : I left the inſtrument, 
| 59 and 
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and told him I would call Mrs. La 
Blond to receive his commands, for 
! imagined, my dear, that his buſi- 
neſs was with her. Stay, deareſt 
«* Miſs, cried he, (catching hold of 
my gown as [ was going to paſs 
him) my buſineſs is not with Mrs. 
La Blond, but with your lovely 
„ ſelf,” Oh! my Julia, had you 
but ſeen what a ridiculous figure I 

made; my face was immediately 
crimſoned with the deepeſt hue; 
but diſengaging myſelf, I flew into 
the ſhop, He followed me, and 
with the moſt careleſs air, defired 
Mrs La Blond to ſhew him ſome 
Dreſden ruffles, When they were 
taken down, he came up to me, and 
begged 1 would favour him with 
my opinion, I replied that I was 
no judge of work, and muſt beg to 
be excuſed. * F think, Madam, 
you have too much friendſhip for 
Mrs. La Blond, to deprive her of 

L 4 « 4 good p 
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a good cuſtomer, which will cer- 
<«.tainly he the caſe, if you refuſe to 
* fayour me with your ſentiments.” 
© I would upon no conſideration, 
* Sir, be an injury to my friend, 
but my ignorance in this affair 
* renders me a very improper per- 
ſon to give my opinion.” Po 
% not, deareſt Madam, take upon 
« yourſelf a naivete, which your 
* expreſſive countenanceplainly tells 
* me is only affected. Come, 
* come, I muſt inſiſt upon your 
* looking at the ruffles.” Upon 
ſaying this he led me to the coun- 
ter, and I was obliged to fix upon 
one of the pairs; but to be revenged 
on him for teazing me, I chole a 
Pair of the moſt extravagant price. 
% ſhall wear them with double 
<« pleaſure, ſays this tireſome fop, 
« as they are the choice of ſuch 
« a beautiful young Lady,” But 1 
made no anſwer to this url der 

| or 
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for I was quite diſguſted with his 
nonſenſe. After this he proceeded 
to make ſeveral other valuable pur- 
chaſes, amongſt the reft a very 
elegant ſuit of Bruſſels. Mrs. La 
Blond was in excellent ſpirits, and 
ſeemed very much pleaſed with ſo 
good a cuſtomer, and 1 was the only 
one who appeared grave. She ral- 
lied me a great deal upon being ſo 
very ſerious : but her rallery had 
no other effect than to render me 
ſtill more reſerved. - When the of- 
ficer had paid for his goods, he pre- 
pared to take his leave, but not 
without a great deal of reluQance ; 
and as he was going out of the 
ſhop, he toſſed one of the parcels 
into my lap, and ſaid it was fome- 
thing he had taken up through a 
miftake I did not then fee through 


the deception, but very innocently 
wiſhed him a good morning. As 
ſoon as he was gone, Mrs. La 

L 5 Blond 
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Blond aſked why I was fo extremely 
grave; and added, that the beha- 
viour of this young gentleman had 
been only conſiſtent with the rules 
of politeneſs. © I thought, con- 
* tinued ſhe, you appeared ſeveral 
* times during our converſation | 
very much diſconcerted.“ 
Indeed, Madam. replied I, the 
„freedom with which this young 
„ gentleman treated me, rather 
* alarmed my pride. You perhaps 
« did not know that he came into 
* the parlour while I was at my 
* harpſichord,” © You quite ſur- 
„prize me! I thought he came 
* down ſtairs, from paying a morn- 
* ing viſit to Miſs Townſhend.” 
No, Madam, he had, as 1imagine, 
« ſtood ſome time at the glaſs door, 
and upon ſeeing me engaged with 
my muſic, entered without even 
*© rapping at the door, I would 


„ jmmediately have called ou, 
_ © ;:magining 
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© imagining that his buſineſs re- 
« quired your attendance ; but as I 
« was going into the ſhop, he had 
the impertinence to pull me back, 
and ſaid he had no buſineſs that 
* required the preſence of Mrs. La 
“ Blond : upon his ſaying this, I 
« diſengaged myſelf from his hold, 
and walked into the ſhop, where 
he immediately followed.” This 
certainly, my dear, was taking a 
“very great liberty, but theſe mili- 
« tary gentlemen are great lovers 
« of a Piece of gallantry; and the 
e ſight of ſo fine a girl ſeated at a 
* harpſichord, would have rouſed 
an anchorite. If he comes any 
« more, it will be much ſafeſt for 
« you not to appear; and aſſure 
„ yourſelf, my dear, I will never 
« admit him, fince I find that his 
e preſence ſo much alarms your 
virtue: I ſhould much rather loſe 
« the ſelling of a few goods, than 

L 6 «De 
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„ be the occaſion of making you 
e unhappy.” 

I was quite tranſported with the 
goodneſs of this worthy woman, 
and returned her my ſincere thanks 
for the kind concern ſhe ſeemed 
to take in my affairs. I would, 
* upon no account, continued I, 
* deprive fo good a friend of an 
* advantageous cuſtomer ; but for 
the future will fit in my own 
room, and, with that precaution, 
$* it will be needleſs to deny him 

* admittance.” 

All this time I had taken no no- 
tice of the parcel which lay in my 
lap; but Mrs, La Blond, chancing 
to caſt her eyes upon it, declared 
it was one that ſhe had juſt made 
up, of ſome of. the goods which 
the officer had bought: upon 
opening the paper, I found it to 
be the ſuit of Bruſſels which he 
had purchaſed. I was now more 

embarraſſed 
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embarraſſed than before. Good 
* heavens ! Madam, (exclaimed J) 
« what ſhall I do? what could 
* be his motiye for leaving the 
* Jace? I will not keep it I am 
determined.“ But where, my 
dear, {interrupted Mrs. La 
« Blond) can we ſend it? I am 
6 quite ignorant of the place of 
* his abode, You muſt, at leaſt, 
6& keep it till he comes again, and 
«I will then return it.” „Do 
« you take it then, Madam, (cried 
« I). for I am reſolved not to be 
« ſeen by this gentleman any more. 
* The great value of this preſent 
« leaves me no room to doubt that 
te his intentions are diſhonourable. 
„ Virtue is always more ſparing 
% than profuſe; and it is vice only 
„that exceeds all bounds.” 

Some cuſtomers juſt then com- 
ing in, I retired to my apart- 
ment. As I was going up ſtairs, 
1 me 
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met Miſs Townſhend: « I was 
« juſt coming to congratulate you 
„upon this glorious conqueſt. 
« Don't you think, my dear, that 
* Captain Freelove is a charming 
© fellow? He has a fine fortune, 
11 affure you. Come, come, 
« dont look ſo grave; I know 
« you are ſtruck through the heart: 
„% theſe. red coats are irreſiſtible 
« wretches.” Thus did the giddy 
unthinking girl run on, without 
even giving me time to anſwer 
her. When I had room to ſpeak, 
I aſſured her, that ſo far from be- 
ing pleaſed with what ſhe was 
thoughtleſs enough to ſtile a glori- 
ous conqueſt, I could not help be- 
ing very unhappy. *© For indeed, 
« Miſs Townſhend, (continued I, 
« in the ſame ſerious ſtrain) an 
* acquaintance with theſe military 
„ gentlemen is too apt to caſt 
* a blot on the faireſt and moſt 
* unſullied - 
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t unſullied reputation, and is what 
6] can by no means think of en- 
% couraging. * Good gods! (cri- 
e ed ſhe, affecting to laugh me out 
* of my formal ideas) for heaven's 
&« ſake, child, in what part of the 
« world did you acquire theſe anti- 
« quated ridiculous notions? Can 
« it caſt a blot upon any perſon's 
“character, to indulge a little in- 
« nocent flirtation with a pretty 
* fellow? I find no impropriety 
* in it. You cannot ſurely make 
« any exceptions to my behaviour 
« towards theſe male animals.” 
“Indeed, Miſs Townſhend, I have 
* no room to find fault with your 
conduct, as I dare ſay your in- 
© tentions are perfectly virtuous z 
„but though you think a little 
« flirtation very innocent, give me 
« leave to tell you, it frequently 
«© leads us into capital errors, from 
« which it is not eaſy to diſen- 

* tangle 
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« tangle ourſelves. Many of our 
10 ſex have entirely loſt their repu- 
tation, if not their virtue, by an 
e indulgence of this dangerous foi- 
„ ble.” Chagrined at this home 
ſpeech, ſhe began to look very 
ſtately, and ſaid he had been very 
much miſtaken ; but the now very 
plainly ſaw the difference of our- 
diſpoſitions, which rendered us 


very unfit companions for each 


other, and tripped down ftairs. I 
did not pretend to ſtop her, but re- 
tired to my room, to have the plea- 
{ure of indulging my own contem- 
plations. And now, my Julia, 
what think you of this affair? I 
know your friendſhip for me will 
fill your tender breaſt with a thou- 
ſand apprehenſions: but make your- 


ſelf perfeAly ealy, my deareſt 


friend; and aſſure yourſelf, that if 
the Captain continues his viſits to 
Miſs Townſhend, I will return to 

my 
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my old lodgings. I own this affair 
alarms me very much; but with 
a woman of Mrs. La Blond's ami- 
able and virtuous diſpoſition, I 
ſhall not be in any danger, though 
my enemy be ever ſo formidable. 
I think 1 have never given you a 
deſcription of this good woman : 
J will endeavour to give you her 
picture, though I am afraid I ſhall 
make but an indifferent limner, 
She is about ſeven and forty, tho 
by the bloom and livelineſs of her 
countenance, you would not think 
her more than thirty, and 1s rather 
:aclined to the embon point; but 
as ſhe is very tall, it only helps to 
render her more graceful. During 
Mrs. La Blond's life, they lived in 
the greateſt affluence ; but as they 
had no children, death not only de- 
prived her of her huſband, but at 
the ſame time of a large fortune, 
and obliged her to take this — . 
0 
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of obtaining a future ſupport. So 
eaſy and contented is her diſpoſi- 
tion, that it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
be happier in the moſt affluent ſitu- 
ation. This, my dear, is a ſhort 

- ſketch of both her perſonal and 
mental attractions; and I make no 
doubt but my Julia will acknow- 
ledge this amiable woman to be 
worthy of her Ermina's eſteem, 
But what an enormous letter J 
have wrote, Excuſe me, my dear, 
for troubling you with this non- 
tenſe, and believe me to be, 


With the moſt unfeigned eſteem, 


Ever your i, 


ERMINA. 
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LETTER XXV. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


3——. 


Mes troubles ſtill, my Julia: 
> ſure I was born in an ill- 
fated hour, doomed to be wretched, 
and to know no pleaſure, always 
involved in difficulties, 


« In endleſs griefs, and labyrinths of woe.“ 


This man, this tireſome Cap- 
tain, he haunts me like a ſhadow ; 
notwithſtanding every precaution 
that can be taken, he gains admit- 
tance; and had laſt night the auda- 
city to intrude upon me in my own 
apartment, Good heavens ! how 
was I alarmed when he entered! 
I fat with my head reclined upon 
my hand, reading a volume of 
Shakſpeare, Upon the fight of 


him, down went my book, and 1 
ran 


236 ERMINA; Ok, 


ran almoſt without knowing what 
I did to prevent his entrance, but, 
before I could reach the door, he 
had ſhut it, and put the key in his 
pocket. In the moſt trembling ac- 
cents I begged him to depart, and 
deſired to know what -impropriety 
in my behaviour had induced him 
to take fo unpardonable a liberty? 


I could ſay no more: my terror was 


ſo great, that I ſunk into a ſtrong 
fainting fit. Frightened at ſeeing 
me in this fituation, he opened the 
door, and called aloud for aſſiſtance. 
Mrs. La Blond flew up ſtairs, and 
after having brought me to myſelf, 
begged to know the occaſion of 
my illneſs: That man, Madam,” 
ſaid I, pointing to the Captain; for 
I was hardly capable to articulate a 
ſingle ſentence. She immediately 
inſiſted upon his leaving the room, 
and away he {neaked without once 
offering to make an apology for 


his 
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his rudeneſs ; but indeed ſuch be- 


haviour would not admit of a de- 
fence. When I had relieved my- 
ſelf by a violent flood of tears, I 
acquainted Mrs. La Blond of the 
pitiful manner in which he en- 
tered my apartment, and- declared 
I ſhould not think myſelf} ſafe 
while Miſs Townſhend continued 
in the houſe. © I cannot help be- 
ing of your opinion, my dear; 
and as it is impoſſible to forbid 
© him admittance, while ſhe con- 
* tinues in my apartments, think 
% you had better return to my 
« ſiſter's till the quarter is up, for 
«I am determined ſhe ſhall ſtay 
* no longer. I ſhould have thought 
„ the manner in which I returned 
„ his preſent, would have been 
6 ſufficient to have deterred him 
„from any further attempts.“ 
« Yes, Madam, replied I; but a 
„man who will dare to offer pro- 


« poſals 
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* poſals of ſuch a nature as Cap- 
* tain Freelove had yeſterday the 
the aſſurance to make, will not 
ce {cruple to do any thing“ “ Surely, 
* my dear, he dare not affront you 
* by any diſhonourable propoſal.” 
„Indeed, Madam, he did; but 1 
* was ſo much mortified with this 
e indignity to..my honour, that [ 
* could not bear to mention 1t to 
© you. As he was paſſing by my 
** room to go to Miſs Townſhend's, 
he careleſly threw a bit of paper 
in at the door, which was a little 
* way open: I was going to throw 


it back again, but he was gone 


* before I could pick it up; and as 
it was unſealed, curioſity prompt- 
ed me to look at the contents. 


But, good heavens | how was J 


* confounded, to find it was a pro- 
* poſal of the moſt dithonourable 
* kind, I paid dear for my cur - 
* ofity, for, would you believe it, 


Madam? 
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<< Madam? the wretch had the 
„ aſſurance to tell me that my 
« dependant ſituation, he thought, 
% might render ſuch a propoſal 
« very acceptable.“ 

Enough. my dear; I am fully 
* convinced that it will be very 
« dangerous for you to continue 
« with me any longer; my ſiſter 
* will be delighted with the thoughts 
f your ſpending a few weeks 
« with her; and we will manage 
« this affair with ſo much ſecrely, 
„ that Miſs Townlhend ſhall not 
even ſuſpect here you are gone.” 

This, my Julia, is the preſent 
ſtate of my affairs; am not I very 
unfortunate? Oh! why are not 
all men amiable as Sir William 
Pembroke? I ſhould not then 
meet with ſuch groſs indignities: 
but it wouid have been happier 
for me had he been leſs lovely, 


ſince I am never to ſee him more, 
| What 
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What would I give to know whe- 
ther I ſtill retain a place in his 
memory! four months is a te- 
dious time, but I am by this time 
quite forgot ; ſome more happy 
fair has ere now rivalled me in 
his eſteem, and poſſeſſes that 
heart which was once the proper- 
ty of your poor Ermina. Do 
not you, my Julia, pity your un- 
happy friend? I never, I am 
afraid, ſhall conquer this weak- 
neſs; it preys upon my ſpirits, 
and will ſoon reduce me to the 
moſt abject ſtate of miſery. To- 
morrow [ ſhall go to Mrs. Symth's; 
my time will hang very heavily 
on my hands; but Mrs. La 
Blond has promiſed to ſpend as 
much of her time with us as ſhe 
can poſſibly ſpare from her buſi- 
neſs, Write immediately, my 
Julia, to your fincere 
ERMINA. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


MISS JULIA DEVEREUX TO ERMINA, 
Paris. 


ES, my lovely friend, with the 
greateſt pleaſure do I write to 
my Ermina. Would it was in the 
power of your Julia to alleviate 
your preſent unhappineſs. But in- 
deed, my amiable friend, you muſt 
not indulge this melancholy, fate 
may yet have ſome of its choiceſt 
gifts in ſtore ; virtue, like your's, 
will certainly one day meet its re- 
ward, I cannot bear to hear that 
you give way to this fruitleſs grief. 
Mrs. La Blond is certainly a very 
prudent woman, and is deſerving 
of a much better fate, and her 
friendſhip to my Ermina gives me 
the higheſt opinion of her merit, 
This Captain Freelove is certainly a 
moſt aſpiring wretch, or he would 

Vor. I. M not 


nocent, when there are ſuch num- 


not have had the preſumption to at- 


tempt the ſeduction of ſuch inno- 


cence and virtue, eſpecially when 


Joined to ſuch a charming figure. 


But theſe men are bold, confident 
animals; and, in the general, are 
more deſerving our contempt than 
eſteem; except now and then one, 
ſuch as a Pembroke, or a Stainville: 

but they are not likely to fall to our 
ſhare, therefore it 1s in vain to 
think of their merits. I very much 
approve of your returning to Mrs. 


Smyth's. When this bold Captain 


finds that he has put the enemy to 


the flight, he may perhaps give 


over the attack, Miſs Townſhend, 
I: think, would have been a Lady 
mucli better adapted to his ſenti- 


ments ; ſhe would not have proved 


quite ſo formidable an enemy. 
How can men be ſo ungenerous 
as to attempt the ruin of the in- 


bers 
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bers of abandoned creatures in the 
world ? but, alas! the more diffi- 
cult their conqueſt, the greater is 
their triumph. The unhappy vic- 
tims of their guilty flame, who, 
but a few days before, were per- 
haps worſhipped as deities, are 
abandoned to deſpair and miſery, 
and are doomed the remainder of 
their days to lament their too eaſy 
credulity. Happy for thoſe, who, 
notwithſtanding all the tempta- 
tions and glittering baits that are 
laid to allure them from the paths 
of virtue, can withſtand the at- 
tempts of the ſeducer, and con- 
tinue to tread in the flowery tracts 
of innocence. I really am ſo ſu- 
perſtitious as to think fate has 
ordained my Ermina for this amia- 
ble Sir William, this paragon of 
excellence. Would to heaven there 
was as great a probability of your 
Julia's being bleſt with the ls 

M 2 ing 
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ing Stainville ; but that is impoſſi- 
ble: a few days gives him to my 
lovely rival, and ſhuts from me 
every glimmering of hope. What 
avail riches and grandeur? They 
will not purchaſe me that peace of 
mind which I have loſt ; loſt, never 
more to return. I ſhould not think 
my whole fortune ill beſtowed, was 
it poſſible for it to purchaſe me 
content. How much happier is 
the meaneſt peaſant? The ſmile of 
peace ſeems to dwell on every face 
but mine. 


«In vain, in ſearch of quiet, from place to 
« place 
„J range.” 


Oh ! my Ermina, what a diſ- 
treſſing ſituation is mine! You 
have hope to comfort you amidſt 
all your diſtreſſes, but your Julia 
has no other proſpect but deſpair. 
Company only ferves to render me 

more 
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more unhappy, and nothing affords 
me any pleaſure, but the corre- 
ſpondence of my Ermina, Adieu, 
my deareft friend, for, if we con- 
tinue to write in this melancholy 
ſtrain, we ſhall afford each other 
but little conſolation. 


— —— 
LETTER XXVII. 


ERMINA TO Miss JULIA DEVEREUX» 
13 


OW various are the turns of 
fortune! My laſt letter inform- 

ed you, that I was the moft un- 
happy of all human beings : but [ 
have now the inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure of aſſuring my deareſt Julia, 
that the ſcene is changed, and 1 
have before me the moſt agreeable 
proſpect. When Miſs Townſhend 
had quitted her apartments, I re- 
M 3 turned 
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turned to Mrs. La Blond's. The 


Captain had ſome time been re- 


manded back to his regiment, and 
J had nothing more to fear on his 
account, ſo that my time has paſſed 
for ſome weeks in the moſt agree- 
able manner. Among the reſt of 
the Ladies who favour Mrs. La 
Blond with their company, is Lady 
Cleirmont; her country ſeat is 
within three miles of B-—; her 
Ladyſhip very frequently calls her- 
ef to purchaſe ſome little articles 
in the millinery way; and ſome- 
times brings with her in the 
chariot two beautiful little girls, 
the eldeſt about ten, and the 
youngeſt is not more than five, 
In one of theſe excurſions, her 
Ladyſhip inquired of Mrs. La 
Blond, whether ſhe knew any 
young perſon that was perfectly 
acquainted with the French lan- 
guage, and whoſe education, in 

every 
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every other reſpect, would render 
her capable to undertake the tuition 
of her two daughters. She muſt 
„be, continued her Ladyfhip, a 
15 — of very great prudence, 
„for the reaſon of my parting 

* with their prefent governeſs is 
* an uncommon levity in her be- 
* haviour, which I think quite un- 
6 pardonable- in a perſon who is 
** entruſted with the care and edu- 
cation of children, who are often 
e more governed by example than 

% precept.” 

Mrs. La Blond replied, © That 
e ſhe knew a young Lady of a very 
good family who was miſtreſs of 
« all the accompliſhments her La- 
% dyſhip could defire, and poſſeſſed 
« of the moſt unblemiſhed repu- 
© tation. But whether ſhe would 
* chooſe to leave her friends, ſhe 
* was at preſent unacquainted; and 
" added, that as the very often vi- 


M 4 e ſited 
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« ſited her, ſhe would take the firſt 
1 opportunity of mentioning her 
Ladyſhip's family.“ 

In ſaying this, Mrs. La Blond 
caſt upon me the moſt ſignificant 
look; her eyes ſeemed to ſay I was 
the perſon, and mine anſwered 
her, in the ſame intelligible lan- 
guage, that I ſhould with pleaſure 
accept the propoſal. When Lady 
Cleirmont was gone, this good 
woman begged I would excuſe her 
for taking ſo great a liberty as 
propoling a ftate of ſervitude. 
gut indeed, my dear, (continued 
„ ſhe) I cannot help thinking your 
« ſituation as governeſs to the 
« young Ladies would be much 
« more eligible than it is to be the 
« affiftant of a petty milliner ; be- 
« ſides the hazards that you run 
« in being ſeen by the gentlemen 
„ho frequent my ſhop. You are 
« too lovely, my dear, to eſcape 

obſer- 


7 
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* obſervation; and, in our buſi- 
e neſs, it is impoſſible to be retired. 
« The loſs of your ſociety will be 
% very great; but my friendſhip 
« is ſuch, that I would much 
* ſooner conſult your happineſs 
„than my own. As Lady Cleir- 
mont ſpends the greateſt part of 
« the year in the country, I ſhall 
« have frequent opportunities of 
« ſeeing you. What ſay you, my 
ce dear, are you offended at the 
liberty I have taken?“ 

„ am fo far from being offend- 
* ed, that I want words to expreſs 
my gratitude to ſo good a friend. 
« Afſure yourſelf, dear Mrs. La 
% Blond, that this propoſal fills me 
« with inexpreffible pleaſure; and 
«if I am happy enough to gain 
« the approbation of Lady Cleir- 
„mont, 1 ſhall think myſelf very 


« fortunate.” 
M 5 „Then 


« 
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te Then, my een, when her La- 
“ dyſhip calls again, I will preſent 
% you to her, as the young Lady I 
4 before ſpoke of.” 
1 thus adjuſted, I retired 
to my apartment, in order to ac- 
quaint my Julia with this affair; 
and now, my dear, what are your 
ſentiments? Do you applaud or 
condemn me? I am afraid the lat- 
ter. But, alas! my friend, pride 
is of very little ſervice to a girl 
whom fate has ordained to a de- 
pendant ſituation. I certainly am 
under very great obligations to 
Mrs. La Blond; and at preſent am 
not ſo happy as to have the plea- 
ſure of making her amends. The 
little that J aſſiſt her in her buſineſs, 
is by no means adequate to the 
favours I have received. Can TI 
then call my prefent ftate by any 
other name than a ſtate of depen- 


dance? Why ſhould I, for the 
ſake 
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fake of a piece of unneceſſary pride, 
refuſe an office, which, of all 


others, I ſhould think the moſt 
. agreeable. 


* To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, | 
© To pour inſtructions o'er the tender mind,” 


is, in my opinion, a moſt delight- 
ful taſk. How many are there in 
the world, ſeduced by adverſe for- 
tune, whom nature has not bleſſed 
with my talents! Why ſhould L 
then diſdain to improve theſe pre- 
cious gifts? My dear mamma, in 
her dying hour, feveral times re- 
peated to me (while I ſtood weep- 
ing by her) that the accompliſh- 
ments I was miſtreſs of muſt now 
be turned to the advantage of her 
Ermina. This would be a ſuffi- 
cient inducement for me to em- 
brace this propoſal, if I had no 
other motive. Yes, my Julia, as 
I always paid the ſtricteſt obedience 

i to 
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to this beſt of parents, during her 
life, I will not heſitate one mo- 
ment to comply with her dying 
commands. I know my deareſt 
friend has too great a ſhare of ſen- 
fibility to condemn her Ermina for 
acting according to the dictates of 
a virtuous heart, Mrs. La Blond 
ives me ſuch a charming character 
of Lady Cleirmont, that I am 
quite impatient to be one of her 
family, But I muſt now throw 
aſide my pen. My worthy friend 
has juſt received orders for a ſuit 
of linen, which is to be finiſhed 
with the greateſt expedition, and 
my aſſiſtance will be required. Do 
not you think, my Julia, I talk 
like an en ſhopkeeper ? 


Allan. 


IN 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


Come, my friend, I ſhall ex- 
pect your congratulations. I af- 
ſure you Lady Cleirmont has been 
here; and I have not only been 
happy enough to meet with her 
approbation, but the greateſt to- . 
kens of her eſteem. When Mrs. 
La Blond preſented me to her La- 
dyſhip as the perſon ſhe had be- 
fore mentioned, Lady Cleirmont 
ſeemed quite ſtruck with amaze- 
ment, and addreſſed me in the 
moſt reſpetful manner ; but as if 
not believing it poſſible that I ſhould 
be the perſon, ſhe turned to Mrs. 
La Blond, and faid, ** Why, Ma- 
* dam, this is the young Lady I 
* ſaw in the ſhop when I called 
* before. By the elegant appear- 
« ance ſhe makes, and the amia- 
© bleneſs of her perſon, I really 

% ſhould 
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“ ſhould have taken her for a per- 
“ ſon of diſtinction. It is im- 
“ poſſible, Miſs, (ſaid ſhe, taking 
„% my hand with a ſmile of affa- 
« bility) that fortune ſhould have 
„ ordained ſuch a charming girl to 
« a ſtate of dependance.“ 

« If I am happy enough, (re- 

<« plied I) to meet with your Lady- 
„ ſhips approbation, ſhall have no 
& reaſon to complain of the frowns 
of fortune; but ſhall look upon 
“ a ſtate of dependance as the moft 
s agreeable of all ſituations.” 
„ Amiable girl! what charming 
* ſenſibility doſt thou poſſeſs ! In- 
« deed, Mrs. La Blond, I ſhall 
ever efteem you for conferring on 
« me ſuch an ineſtimable bleſſing. 
« But when, Miſs, ſhall I ſend for 
« you? I ſhall not be happy till 
you are with me.” 
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«I ſhall be ready to attend your 
„ Ladyſhip whenever it is agree- 
« able.” 

« To-motrow then, my dear. I 
“ ſhall ſend the chariot about ſeven 
« jn the evening.” 

I curtſied to teſtify my readineſs 
to wait on her, and her Ladyſhip 
ſtepped into the coach. Oh! my 
Julia, what a difference is there 
between this Lady and moſt women 
of quality? and I make no doubt 
but I ſhall be quite happy in her 
family. This evening 1 ſhall take 
leave of Mrs. Smyth, and make 
ſome little preparations for my de- 
parture. Adieu, my love. De- 
pend upon hearing from me when 
I am ſettled at Lady Cleirmont's. 
The family will continue in the 
country but a fortnight longer. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


Hanover- Squares 


ARDON me, my Julia, for 
continuing ſo long filent, But 
indeed I have been ſo much en- 
gaged with my new employment, 
that I have not had a moment to 
ſpare. It is now two months ſince 
I have been with Lady Cleirmont, 
and -have been treated more like 
a ſiſter, than an humble dependant. 
We did not arrive in town till the 
day before yeſterday; her Lady- 
ſhip is a great lover of the country, 


and the weather continuing exceed- 


ing pleaſant, engaged her to ſtay at 
her country-ſeat fix weeks longer 
than was intended. Oh! my friend, 
could you but be witneſs of my 
happineſs ! My ſweet little pupils 
improve daily under my tuition. 


Lady 
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Lady Caroline, the youngeſt of the 
two, begins to chatter French like 
a little angel. Our mornings are 
generally ſpent in ſome uſeful in- 
ſtruction, and the afternoons, when 
in the country, are moſtly paſſed in 
rambling through the park, or 
ſtrolling in the gardens : when the 
weather would not permit us to 
walk, we took an airing in the 
chariot. During theſe little ex- 
curſions, I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of diſcovering the paſſions 
which were moſt prevalent in the 
breaſts of my little ſcholars ; and 
had always the ſweet delight to 
find them actuated by the. moſt 
generous ſentiments. Lady Har- 
riot, though hardly ten years old, 
can never behold an object of diſ- 
treſs without dropping a pearly 
tear: a beggar no ſooner ap- 
proaches the chariot, than her purſe 
is immediately taken out to relieve 

| their 
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their neceſſities; and if ſhe hears of 
any family that is diſtreſſed in their 
circumſtances, ſhe flies direQly to 
her mamma, to entreat her permiſ- 
ſion to viſit them. 

What pleaſure do I take in ac- 
companying her in thoſe viſits ! 
Mine is of all taſks the moſt de- 
lightful! With what extreme ſatiſ- 
faction do I behold ſuch generous 
purpoſes glowing in the breaſt of 
a Lady of fuch tender years! 
Never was there a family fo com- 

pletely happy as Lord Cleirmont's, 
but I think I have not yet men- 
tioned his Lordſhip. 

Indeed, my Julia, he is in every 
reſpect deſerving of ſo amiable a 
Lady : ſure never pair was more 
compleatly formed to render the 
marriage ſtate agreeable. I am in 
the good graces of all the family; 
not a ſervant but what flies to exe- 
cute my commands with as great 
alacrity 
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alacrity as they do the commands 
of Lady Cleirmont. But the re- 
ſpectful manner in which her Lady- 
ſhip always treats your Ermina, 
is an example to all the reſt of her 
family. A few days: before we 
left the country, I was ſitting in her 
dreſſing-room, my eyes attentively 
fixed upon a little miniature of 
my dear mamma: while I was 
gazing on it, with my eyes ſwim- 
ming in tears, her Ladyſhip entered, 
and deſtred to know the cauſe of 
my grief. May I, my dear Er- 
% mina, beg to know who is this 
% happy object of your contempla- 
« tion?” © The beſt of mothers, 
* Madam, whom death hath un- 
e kindlytaken from me.“ In ſay- 
ing this, I gave Lady Cleirmont 
the miniature. What a ſtriking 
* reſemblance of yourſelf! Do, my 
„ deareſt girl, favour me with your 
little hiſtory, I am convinced 

there 
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* there is ſomething in it very in- 
* tereſting.” I immediately com- 
plied with her Ladyſhip's deſire; 
concealing only my affection for 
Sir William Pembroke. She ſeemed 


exceedingly moved at ſeveral parts 


of my narrative, and, when I had 


finiſhed, embraced me in the moſt 


affectionate manner, aſſuring me 


that I might always depend upon 
her friendſhip and protection. | 

Since we have been in town, 
my time has not been ſpent half 
ſo agreeably as in the country: 
the continual hurry and buſtle 


vrhich appears all round me, by no 


means ſuits the diſpoſition of your 


Ermina. But it is impoſſible to 


form much judgment of the place, 
till I have been longer acquainted 
with it : the delightful rambles in 
which I uſed to take ſo much plea- 
ſure, is what I moſt regret. The 
* air which uſed to breathe 

vows 
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upon me with ſo much ſweetneſs, 
is now changed to a thick cloud 
of black ſmoak, which conveys 
the moſt obnoxious and diſagree- 
able ſcents, and ſo impenetrable is 
the gloom, that it's hardly poſſible 
to diſcern the objects which ſur- 
round us. Perhaps, this may 
only. be owing to the preſent dul- 
neſs of the weather, but from 
what I have yet had an opportunity 
of remarking, I ſhall not find any 
great charms in this ſame London, 
a place which the generality of the 
world are fond of to exceſs; per- 
haps it 18 a want of taſte that raiſes 
this diſguſt. But Iam not the only 
one in our family that is diſpleaſed 
with this tranſition ; my ſweet lit- 
tle charge, Lady Caroline, declares 

ſhe cannot bear this naſty place. 
The ſweet innocent aſked me 
this morning, if I would go back 
with her to B 8 
; „nothing 
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ce nothing here worth ſtaying for. 
In the country we had ſheep and 
« little lambs, but here is nothing 
« in this nafty place beſides dogs 
„ and barbers blocks;” that is the 
appellation with which the little 
angel always honours the powdered 


fops whom ſhe ſees tripping along 


the ſtreets. I claſped her to my 
boſom, and almoſt ſmothered her 
with kiſſes. © Shall we go then?” 
continued the ſweet pratler. Yes, 
«my love, if your mamma will 
give us leave.” Away ſhe ran 
to aſk Lady Cleirmont's conſent. 

To-morrow we are to go to the 
play. Lady Harriot intercedes very 
much. to be of the party; but her 
mamma very prudently prohibits 
all theatrical entertainments till ſhe 
is a few years older, 

We have, ſince our arrival in 


town, attached ourſelves very much 


to our mulic. Lady Harriot plays 
very 
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very prettily, and my little Caroline 
begins to touch the keys. I am 
afraid I ſhall not have quite fo 
much time to attend to their in- 
ſtruction, as Lady Cleirmont is 
never eaſy but when I am in her 
preſence, and treats me ſo much 
upon the footing of a companion, 
that I fear ſhe will make me for- 
get I am a dependant. Not even 
when there 18 company will ſhe 
allow me to be abſent. Is not 
this, my Julia, an uncommon con- 
deſcenſion in a perſon of ſuch ex- 
alted rank? Burt I ſhall tire you 
by a repetition of theſe trifling in- 
cidents. Farewel: may you, my 
deareſt friend, be ſoon reſtored to 
peace and happineſs, is the con- 
ſtant prayer of your 

ERMINA, 


END of VOI. I. 
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